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PUBLISHER’S LETTER

Spring 
Reset

IT’S ALWAYS REFRESHING to 
see the earth wake up from its sleepy 
winter. This year, the season of new 
beginnings seems even more relevant 
than ever before. As we reconnect with a 
spring world we haven’t seen since 2019, 
it reminds me of a butterfly emerging 
from a cocoon. For two years we’ve been 
focused on the things we can’t do and 
places we can’t go … now as those things 
come back into play, I realize what we’ve 
missed the most is each other.

The beautiful thing about commu-
nity is the unique expertise and passion 
we each bring to the table. One of the 
masters of creating community, Freder-
ick Law Olmsted, is being celebrated as 
this year marks 200 years since his birth 
(page 10). Truly an original, Atlanta 
is so lucky to have one of his planned 
neighborhoods, Druid Hills. What a 
perfect time for the return of the Druid 
Hills Home and Garden Tour (page 7) 
to celebrate the homes that occupy his 
planned space. I see homes as part of my 

everyday work life, and am still blown 
away by the previews of these beauties.

Connection to those not so fortunate 
to have a safe space is also important. I’m 
inspired by the vision of Amplify Decatur 
and how they’ve taken a complex chal-
lenge in our world and made working 
toward a solution something worth cel-
ebrating. I’ll be dancing to the music at 
this spring’s event knowing my good time 
is helping an even better cause. It was fun 
to take a look at the beginnings of this 
organization and a deeper dive into the 
2022 lineup (page 23).

The calendar is full again (page 30) for 
adults and kids in summer camp. Check 
out the guide to some local bests (17).

Pencil in some good times,
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What Do You Like Most  
About Your Home?

Vanessa Pascale Rust
Feature Writer

That it's warm and inviting, so 
much that my friend described it 
as feeling like a hug. That is the 
ultimate compliment because I 
want family and friends to feel 
comfortable and at home when 
we're gathered around my dining 
room table enjoying a home-
cooked meal, having a movie 
night in the living room, or firing 
up some pizzas on the patio. 

I’ve lived in my home ten years 
this month, the longest I’ve ever 
been anywhere. My favorite room 
is the back porch. I love an adven-
ture, so I chose a safari influence 
for the décor -  covering the out-
door furniture in cheetah print 
and moss velvet, hanging and dis-
playing souvenirs from trips I’ve 
taken, and stringing party lights. 
My next project is covering the 
ceiling with the hotel room keys 
we’ve collected over the years. The 
best days start with a warm cup 
of coffee in the morning listen-
ing to the world wake up, and end 
enjoying late afternoon sun with a 
book or chatting with my people. 
Our family ate many meals there 
during lockdown for a change of 
scenery and hosted our “bubble” 
of people there when indoor com-
munity wasn’t an option. The 
porch is the gathering place of the 
people and places I love most.

My favorite thing about my home 
is the love that flows throughout 
it. It sounds cheesy, and it defi-
nitely is, but home is not a place 
but a feeling. I love that when I 
walk through my front door I feel 
relaxed, tranquil and completely 
myself. I live with three of my best 
friends so there is always someone 
around to talk to or hang out 
with. If I had to pick one thing 
about my physical home that I 
love the most it would be the 
sycamore tree in the backyard. 
My landlord would tell you that 
"it's the largest sycamore tree in 
Atlanta! I even have a certificate to 
prove it." I love spending summer 
days under its shade, laying on a 
quilt with a good book. There is 
nothing better.

Lynne Anderson
Feature Writer

I just sold my house. I could tell 
you what I loved most about it or 
miss most about it:

The sunroom! I loved being 
able to watch bluebirds, cardinals, 
brown thrashers and finches from 
there. I saw everything from hum-
mingbirds to herons. The great 
thing about living in Decatur is 
a beautiful calm pace of life, with 
trees and nature all around, right 
in the middle of a huge metro area. 

Mel Selcho  
Editor

Bri Kids  
Marketing Manager
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Discover Atlanta’s Most Unique Store for the Home

· New Furnishings · Amazing Antiques · Special Order Sofas ·
· Creative Gifts · Unique Garden Items · Lighting · and more! ·

2928 E. Ponce de Leon Ave  DECATUR   404 373 6498- -
Kudzu Antiques+Modern



Revisit / TOUR OF HOMES

by Lynne Anderson
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A New Wave for Period Homes
Ingenuity and design highlight the comeback of the  
Druid Hills Home and Garden Tour

THIS APRIL marks 200 years since the 
birth of Frederick Law Olmsted, one of the 
most pivotal figures to shape the landscapes 
of the city parks and neighborhoods we hold 
dear. Atlanta’s historic Druid Hills is one of 
four neighborhoods lucky enough to be an 
Olmsted original.

Which makes this year’s comeback of the 
Druid Hills Home and Garden Tour after a 
two-year hiatus that much more special. 

This year’s tour includes both a week of 
events and a collection of new, period and rei-
magined homes that showcase the ingenuity 
of human development. The volunteers and 
organizers hope it inspires the community 
and attendees to reconnect to the historic ori-
gins of the area and look with fresh eyes and 
ideas at their own spaces.

The April 29 to May 1 tour will be one 
of many Atlanta events to coincide with 
a nationwide celebration of 200 years of 
Olmsted. Among the events will be a gala 
at Callanwolde on April 26 and an artist’s 
market in Dellwood Park on April 30.

“Druid Hills is a national treasure, not so 
much due to the architecture of the homes 
– which are magnificent and historically sig-
nificant in their own right – but due to the 
landscape architecture of Frederick Law Olm-
sted,” said Kit Eisterhold, tour chair. He and 
a team of volunteers, homeowners, architects 
and designers have been fast at work to bring 
the tour to reality. 

The most famous is likely the Lullwater 
Road home where “Driving Miss Daisy” was 
filmed, but there are also spectacular reno-
vations of High Tudor, Italian Renaissance 
Revival and English cottage homes. All 12 
homes are within the plan originally laid out 
by Olmsted around the turn of the century, 

  1783 South  
Ponce de Leon

orchestrated around the linear park(s) he personally designed to be 
the heart and soul of the neighborhood.

The effect of the development in the neighborhood is in keep-
ing with one of the prevailing design concepts and attributes of 
Druid Hills homes – every house is different and has its own unique 
design features. Find the conversion of the Druid Hills Methodist 
Church to condominiums as case-in-point of this principle.

Eisterhold said that is one of the things he values most about 
not only the homes but the variety of the designers who have been 
enlisted to modernize the historic homes.
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Lullwater Road
While invited many times to do so, the owners of the famed “Driving 
Miss Daisy” home had been reluctant to put their home on previous 
tours because the couple had young children. The family has grown 
and this year when Eisterhold asked, owner Cyndy Roberts didn’t say 
no. After thinking about it, “it just seemed like the right thing to do.”

“It’s not a show house,” Roberts says as she describes a home where 
she “loves it all…We live in this house. We use the living room every 
day, we eat in the dining room every night.” 

Guests will be able to see the checkered black and white marble 
foyer, one of Robert’s favorite parts of the house, which turns 100 
this year. And a fun fact she adds is that things have appeared in the 
gardens over the years as one of the previous owners would use just 
about anything for mulch, including hair brushes and shoes. 

797 Springdale 
Longtime supporters of the tour, the Critz family has owned this 
beauty for decades, cultivating one of the most stunning gardens in the 
South. In early to mid-spring, flowers bloom from more than 70,000 
bulbs. The garden is expected to be a showstopper.

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y 

by
: J

ac
k 

M
ey

er
 

956 Springdale 



1738 South Ponce de Leon 
Yvonne McFadden of Yvonne McFadden 
Interiors said the family wanted larger spaces 
for the primary bedroom and family room, 
and a larger kitchen with big windows to 
watch the kids as they cook. Yet there were 
many details worthy of preservation.

“We tried to stay true to the home’s archi-
tecture,” said McFadden. “The trim details that 
were not salvageable were replicated to bring up 
to code” citing the staircase handrails and spin-
dles as an example. “Thankfully we were able to 
salvage the parlor’s bookcase and mantle.”

“I grew up with an Italian mother who 
instilled a love for cooking at an early age,” 
said Lauren Williams, who owns the home 
with her husband Jeff. “When designing 
this kitchen I wanted to make sure it was 
approachable for young and eager help-
ing hands. We had a learning tower stool 
built to match the cabinetry where my 
two daughters can stand and actively par-
ticipate. They love baking with me and 
‘sprinkling in love’ into our creations.”


Lullwater Road

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y 

by
: J

ac
k 

M
ey

er
 

2026 North Ponce de Leon
Architect Karen Soorikian said this redesign was about living in a new 
era, with need for more space and a desire for higher ceilings.

“Ours was a very localized project,” she said. The house had 
already undergone a redesign. Soorikian, who was a history major 
before earning her architecture degree explained, “What we were 
doing was modifying that room.to be a breakfast room.” They 
ended up a modern mud-room, laundry area and wine room. They 
were also able to achieve tall ceilings and large arched canopies.

“I’ve been so lucky to be able to do this,” said Soorikian of her 
involvement with this year’s tour. “To be able to be a part of keeping 
these houses beautiful and livable is amazing.”

956 Springdale 
While many of the homes renovations of existing historic homes, this 
residence is a rare new build in the Italian Renaissance Revival style. 
Designed with an eye toward historic authenticity by Dave Price and 
Jan Hallman, the home is shared by State Senator Elena Parent and 
her husband, Briley Brisendine.

Tickets for the tour are $35 for access to the 12 homes.  
Find more details at Druidhills.org or buy tickets at Eventbrite  
by searching “Druid Hills.” 
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Revisit / OLMSTED

by Lynne Anderson

Happy 200th Frederick Law Olmsted!
Atlanta reconnects to the OG landscape architect with an epic birthday bash

MOST KNOW HIM as the designer of New York City’s Central 
Park or Boston’s Emerald Necklace, Frederick Law Olmsted is con-
sidered not only the father of landscape architecture but also one of 
its premier practitioners. Among his influence in Atlanta is the envi-
sioning of Olmsted Linear Park and the Druid Hills neighborhood 
development. It continues today with patterning the Atlanta Beltline’s 
greenspace study and implementation after Olmsted’s Boston Emerald 
Necklace design.

Architect Daniel Burnham said of Olmsted that “he paints with 
lakes and wooded slopes; with lawns and banks and forest-covered 
hills; with mountainsides and ocean views.” Those who know and 
love the six linear parks that Olmsted envisioned as part of the Druid 
Hills neighborhood would agree.

This spring, Atlanta will join the collection of parks across 
the nation in a celebration of 200 years since Olmsted’s birth on  

April 26, 1822. A weeklong celebration 
kicks off with a roaring 20s themed, black-
tie-optional gala at the historic Callanwolde 
Fine Arts Center mansion. Attendees will 
enjoy sipping cocktails, croquet on the lawn 
and live music by Jazz artist, Joe Gransden.

Planned by the Druid Hills “Olmsted 
200” Celebration Committee, the festivities 
also include the Druid Hills Home and Gar-
den Tour, Plein Air Painting exhibitions, an 
outdoor artist market and more. 

“[This neighborhood] was Olmsted’s 
final design before he passed away,” said 
OLPA executive director Sandy Kruger in 
sharing excitement about the upcoming 


Frederick Law Olmsted
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events. “During COVID, the park wel-
comed visitors from all over in search of 
peace and tranquility in nature and con-
tinues to be a vital asset for one’s mental 
and physical health. It is a testament to the 
relevancy of Olmsted’s vision in creating 
democratic spaces that are accessible to all. 
Olmsted believed that creating public spaces 
for everyone to enjoy would strengthen 
communities and foster public well-being.”

Born in Connecticut, Olmsted was 43 
before he became a landscape designer. On 
a trip in 1850 to Liverpool, he was impressed 
with the port city’s large public park. “I was 
ready to admit,” he wrote, “that in democratic 
America there was nothing to be thought of 
as comparable to this People’s Garden.”

A brief but significant stint as a journalist 
led him in the 1850s to the South to write 
about the South and slavery for what is now 
the New York Times. Olmsted was opposed 
to slavery, writing that he thought the South 
was worse off for it.

Having become famous for his literary 
career, Olmsted had powerful connections 

The project was halted temporarily because of 
finances, and, during that time, Olmsted retired.  
Hurt stayed with the Olmsted firm, and  
Olmsted’s sons continued their father’s plans. 

And the rest, you might say, is Druid Hills. 
In recent years, OLPA has restored, 

renewed and maintained the six individual 
parks that make up the entire greenspace, 
which starts at the beginning of Druid Hills, 
at the intersection of Briarcliff and Ponce. 
One of them, Deepdene Park, is actually old-
growth forest – right in the middle of the city.

Notable designs include the Capitol 
Grounds in Washington, D.C.; parks in 
Buffalo and Brooklyn, N.Y., Montreal, and 
Louisville, Ky. are just a few. Others are in 
lesser-known areas but stun nonetheless. In 
Lake Wales, Fla., he turned a sandhill into 
a lush subtropical garden for Edward Bok 
and created the Bok Tower Gardens. He also 
designed the campuses for Stanford Univer-
sity and the University of Chicago. 

For more info about Olmsted and the  
birthday celebration, visit Olmsted200.org.

in New York City when he returned from 
his travels. In 1857, he was named super-
intendent of Central Park. His friend and 
future collaborator, Calvert Vaux, asked for 
Olmsted’s help in entering the competition 
for the design of the park. Thus began Olm-
sted’s landscape design career. 

By the early 1890s, Olmsted had earned 
world renown. And in Atlanta, entrepreneur 
Joel Hurt, was aiming to earn acclaim for his 
city. Hurt assembled a tract of land east of 
the city to develop into its first suburb. But 
his would be no ordinary suburb; he hired 
the venerated Olmsted to draw up plans. 

Olmsted laid out a string of parks that 
would incorporate the topography and the 
natural beauty of that area, which was soon 
to be called Druid Hills. Shade trees and a 
“pleasing rural, or, at least, semi-rural char-
acter of scenery” that could be enjoyed as 
city workers retreated from their offices at 
the end of a long day were part of his vision. 
He created original plans for this sylvan 
oasis, including the six linear parks that line 
Ponce de Leon Avenue.
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C O N S I G N M E N T
 

Finders keepers

WOMEN - MEN

WOMEN - MEN

  

  

- FURNISHINGS

- �URNISHINGS

 TRENDING STYLES,

TOP BRANDS &

COMPETITIVE PRICES!

4 Atlanta locations

Avondale Estates & Decatur

FKCONSIGN.COM 

Sign up solo or with a friend for this fun mixed doubles 
event- food & drinks included.

Celebrate Olmsted’s 200th in style at this black-tie 
optional birthday party! Live music by local jazz 

legend Joe Gransden.

Tour 12 magnificent homes all on Olmsted’s original 
Druid Hills neighborhood design. Stroll through 
Olmsted Linear Park along your way!

Join us Saturday
morning for great 
shopping, children’s
activities & more! 

Bring your friends
and your blankets
to Emory Village on
Saturday evening 
to mix, mingle, and 
listen to live music.
AAtlanta’s Shawn Mullins headlines this fantastic, FREE
community event. All are welcome!
 

LEARN MORE
& REGISTER

LEARN MORE
& PURCHASE

TICKETS

LEARN MORE
& PURCHASE

TICKETS

Let’s celebrate, Atlanta!
Did you know that Fredrick Law
Olmsted, famous founder of 
American landscape architecture, 
designed Atlanta’s Druid Hills 
neighborhood and Olmsted
Linear Park along Ponce de Leon?

Join us the week of April 25th for these exciting events 
we’ve planned to celebrate his 200th birthday!

http://www.lushplantco.com
http://www.fkconsign.com


Decatur Business for 30 years!

http://www.beckylambtravel.com
http://www.hammertimeatlanta.com


by Mel Selcho

Reimagine / WELLNESS

Refresh  
Your Look
Decatur Welcomes its 

First Medical Spa

PROXIMITY TO EMORY UNIVER-
SITY and Hospital and the Centers for 
Disease Control, the Decatur area is no 
stranger to local access to state-of-the-art med-
ical and health options and advice. As the field 
of cosmetic medicine continues to evolve, so 
are the choices for treatment with the addition 
of the city’s first Medical Spa.
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There is a collaborative spirit to the care offered in working with 
their patients toward their goals. “We cater to each person that comes 
in, and we are encouraged to schedule the time we need to provide a 
consultative experience,” she said, adding that there is no pressure to 
see more patients in less time, a common concern in the industry.

AYA offers a full menu of medically-focused skin care services 
including cosmetic injectable treatments, skin tightening, laser treat-
ments, chemical peels, etc.

“Injectables have been really taboo in the past,” Runnels said. 
“People come in and are nervous they’ll walk out looking frozen 
or like plastic. I tell my patients, ‘I want you to look like you,  
but refreshed.’”

Improvements to the skin is just one benefit of the work and exper-
tise Runnels says AYA provides. There’s a sense of empowerment by 
making decisions about their body. 

Not all skin care goals can be achieved in the medical spa setting, 
according to Runnels. This is why it’s important to find a provider 
who will be frank and transparent, and isn’t incentivized to push extra 
treatments someone may not want or need. “It’s about helping you 
look good to yourself and improve the things that are important to 
you,” she said.

AYA Medical Spa opened the doors to its 
newest location on Ponce de Leon to fill a need 
they see in serving patients in this part of the 
metro Atlanta area. Under the supervision of a 
board-certified plastic surgeon, the local staff is 
trained to provide a large selection of the most 
in-demand cosmetic treatments and deliver a 
healthy skin experience to their patients.

Local provider, Lauren Runnels said AYA 
utilizes her formal training in nursing and prior 
work as a nurse anesthetist (CRNA). “In anes-
thesia, I was very detail-oriented and outcome 
based,” she explained. “I’m happy to have found 
a place to utilize my advanced practice train-
ing and also be able to build relationships with 
patients, something I was missing in anesthesia.”

Runnels describes the providers and staff 
at the Decatur location like a family. “We’re 
super community based and constantly learn-
ing new techniques to make us even better at 
what we do.”

For more 
information, visit 
ayaskincare.com


Lauren Runnels
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Come see us at our new home! 

Call 404.378.0197 or visit Trinity-Decatur.com 
to make an appointment.

WE’VE 
MOVED!

Don’t worry, we’re still in Decatur
533 W. Howard Ave. Suite C2

Have you heard...

Estate Planning 
Wills & Trusts • Probate

As your family 
grows, or you 
prepare for 
retirement,  
it’s important  
to have  
a plan.

246 Sycamore Street, Suite 150, Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 793-2510  •  Brooks@Mackintosh.law

www.mackintosh.law

http://www.trinity-decatur.com
http://www.mackintosh.com
mailto:brooks%40mackintosh.law?subject=
http://www.sharian.com
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Vanessa Pascale Rust

Reconnect / SUMMER CAMPS

THOUGH IT FEELS like the holidays 
just ended, now is the time to set the schedule 
for summer camps before spaces and sessions 
fill up. Many favorites are back this year as 
the world emerges from a Covid cocoon. We 
have culled a list of local options for the artsy, 
sporty and everyone in between. From adven-
ture to magic, you may find yourself a little 
jealous of what the littles and bigs of your life 
have to choose from.

Nothing Says 
“Summer” 

Like Camps 
Your guide to find a  

program for your family
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Color Wheel Studio

Founded in 2002 on Church Street, Color Wheel Studio helps young 
artists develop their passion for the arts with their after-school, school 
break, summer camps and art class programming. Here, children ages 
5 to 18 are encouraged to express themselves creatively with ceramics, 
sculptures, drawings, paintings and mixed media art. Color Wheel Stu-
dio has been so well-received by the community that they’re opening 
their third Decatur location this spring. 

Their curated after-school and summer art programs offer a vari-
ety of engaging themes pulling from different art genres, as well 
as a fun hands-on way to learn art history, techniques and medi-
ums. There are also exciting new initiatives in the works for the  
entire community.

“Color Wheel always adds some fun with whimsical themes 
like Splat!, which gives kids the opportunity to have some down a 
nd dirty, messy fun or Think Small…Think Big which plays on scale, 
allowing whimsy with miniature-sized art to experiencing impactful, 
oversized projects,” says Marlis Cornett, director.

Degreed artists helm the classes, and their “high-quality art experiences” 
enable children to grow and learn in a safe and nurturing environment. 

“Color Wheel’s Summer Camp is all about trying something new, 
making new friends and having fun. We use art to empower our kids as 
artists and community members,” says Cornett.

For more information, visit Colorwheelstudio.com.

Bryant Tennis Camps at Emory

Is your child a budding tennis star or want 
to be one? Perhaps he or she simply likes 
playing the game. If so, then you will want 
to read more about Bryant Tennis Camps’ 
Summer Program. Founded and led by coach 
Amy Bryant, a nationally recognized col-
legiate head coach with more than 22 years 
of experience, this specialty camp welcomes 
tennis students from ages 5 to 14 and of all 
skill levels. 

Summer camp (half-day and full day 
offered) begins June 6, runs for four weeks, 
and is held at Emory’s topnotch facilities on 
indoor and outdoor courts. Campers also 
have access to racquetball courts and a swim-
ming pool. At camp, kids partake in drills, 
games and activities. 

“We really focus on keeping campers mov-
ing – small camper to counselor ratio – with 

short lines and creative games that offer posi-
tive reinforcement for all levels of tennis! We 
also do a lot of traditional summer camp activi-
ties in the afternoons like making tie-dye shirts, 
enjoying swim time and having scavenger 
hunts and water balloon tosses,” says Bryant. 

Boys and girls ages 5 to 8 are in the Swoop’s 
Starters group, while students ages 9 to14 are 
in the High Flyers group. Swoop’s Starters is for 
beginner and advanced beginner levels - they 
will learn on smaller courts with bigger balls 
and be introduced to forehand, backhand, 
volleys and overhead. Some will even learn to 
serve. Full day campers will learn to keep score 
and will play lots of skill-reinforcing games. 

“Our goal is for your child to love tennis 
after just one week of camp,” explains Bryant.

High Flyers is for advanced beginners and 
intermediate levels –they will be introduced 

or have the following skills reinforced: fore-
hand, backhand, volleys, overhead, serve and 
return of serve. Kids will play sets and tie-
breakers. “Our goal is for your child to feel 
confident on the court after just one week of 
camp,” Bryant continues.

Former campers love this program so 
much that they often return as counselors, 
along with several college tennis players. 
“Kids love that it’s non-stop fun and they 
enjoy striving to earn the ‘candy can’ prize 
at the end of each day. Parents love that it’s 
well-organized and their children come home 
tired at the end of today. I love seeing the kids 
develop from year to year as tennis players 
and people!” says Bryant.

For more information,  
visit bryantcamps.com.
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Little Shop of Stories

Do your children love getting lost in stories 
and books? Check out Little Shop of Stories 
Summer Camp. Registration began online in 
February, and one of their sessions of Camp 
Hogwarts (one of the most popular programs) 
is already full. This Decatur bookstore has a few 
different summer programs. We are Going to 
Camp (rising Grades 1 to 2) is a four-day camp 
in early summer that offers crafts, activities and 
stories with your favorite fictional friends. Make 
Your Own Myth Camp (rising Grades 3 to 5) 
is for kids to learn about ancient mythological 
heroes, play games and participate in activi-
ties. Backpack Explorers (rising Grades 1 to 2) 
teaches about different kinds of birds and bugs, 
leads fun art projects with leaves and flowers, 
and offers kids a chance to earn special badges 
and grow a garden. Find more information 
about Comics Camp, Spy Camp, D&D Camp, 
and Dragon Camp. Camp Hogwarts currently 
has availability in its August session. 

For more information,  
visit Littleshopofstories.com.

Druid Hills Dance Center

With a mission “to create a fun and encour-
aging space for young dancers to train in 
a variety of dance techniques and grow 
their artistic imaginations,” this 10-year-
old Decatur dance studio offers classes in 
ballet, pointe, jazz, contemporary, modern 
and hip-hop styles of dance. This sum-
mer the dance studio is hosting a list of 
summer camp programs for “Minis” and 
“Youths.” Find Fairy Princess Dance Camp 
and Disney Dance Camp among favorites. 
Additionally, there are junior and senior 
level programs including Young Choreog-
raphers Camp, Center Stage Dance Camp, 
Pro Technique Dance Intensive and Off 
Broadway Dance Intensive. 

For more information,  
visit DruidHillsDance.com.

Circus Camp

At Circus Camp, your kids will learn fun circus 
skills, including trapeze, tightrope, juggling and 
magic, as well as be entertained daily with a live 
show by circus professionals. Open to kids ages 
5 and up, including teens, this Decatur sum-
mer camp is interactive, safe and entertaining. 
After watching highly-trained counselors show 
off their circus skills, kids get to choose the skills 
they’d like to learn. There are also special ses-
sions of intensive Aerial Camp, where campers 
focus on advanced aerial skills (trapeze, Spanish 
web, cirque silks, lyra), athletic fitness, balance, 
strength and flexibility with seasoned profes-
sionals. Aerial Camp runs simultaneously with 
regular camp. Note: Space is limited to allow 
more time on the equipment, so register ASAP.  

For more information,  
visit circuscamp.org.
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CATHERINE ANDERSON

lesfleursdecatur

catherine@lesfleursdecatur.com
LESFLEURSDECATUR.COM

THE VERY  BEST IN 
SEASONAL,  LARGELY  LOCAL 
ARRANGEMENTS & PLANTERS
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If you need home coverage, I can help.

I live and work right here in our community. I know 
what the homes are like in the area. So I can offer 
advice you can trust to help you get the protection 
that fits your needs.

If you’re ready to talk home insurance or need some 
advice about protecting all that’s important to you, 
call me today.

P.S. Call me today.
I’ll make you feel right at home.

The Rob Enfinger Agency
404-537-1343
115 New Street Suite D
Decatur
renfinger@allstate.com
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 TOUR SPONSORS

APRIL 29 - MAY 1

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

Join Atlanta  April 25 - May 1 for a week of
fantastic events as we celebrate Olmsted 200,
a national celebration commemorating the 
bicentennial birthday of Fredrick Law Olmsted.

Visit druidhills.org for more information about
the events, to purchase tickets, and more.

FB/IG: @fieldandflowerbyinbloom

http://www.colorwheelstudio.com
http://www.druidhills.org
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LOCAL HIGHLIGHTS

by Mel Selcho

A Decade 
of “Yes”
Amplify Decatur’s  
star-studded lineup  
and the early days  
that made it possible

IN A YEAR when the local festival favorite 
has some of its biggest names for headlin-
ers, Amplify My Community (“Amplify”) 
founder Mike Killeen was as reluctant to 
include himself as part of the story as he was 
to join the lineup this year. 

The self-described “hobbyist musician” 
describes Amplify as “the product of a decade 
of work by a collection of hundreds of incred-
ible people who never heard a ‘no’ when we 
asked for time, advice or funds. And we had 
some big asks.”

So in 2022, Killeen would become part of 
the never-a-no answer Amplify has known in 
its ten-plus years. 

 Ben Harper

S p r i n g  2 0 2 2    DECATUR LIVING    23



Leveraging the Love of Music
Amplify’s mission is to host music concerts to raise money and aware-
ness for nonprofits fighting poverty at the local level. What began 
under the name Poverty is Real, Killeen and the early founders wanted 
to create a sustainable, repeatable format where they could utilize their 
professional skills and fight poverty in a bigger way than they could on 
their own through sporadic volunteer efforts. 

By using donations to put on events, even more funds are generated 
selling tickets and merchandise to an audience bigger than the non-
profit could reach on their own.

“Every dollar raised at our events goes to our beneficiaries,” Killeen 
says. “Amplify does not take a penny from its events.”

He credits Amplify’s success over the years (nearly $500,000 
donated) to “leveraging the universal love of music.” 

Music is the fuel that powers the organization and connects those 
involved. “I grew up in a house with music,” Killeen describes. “My 
parents took me to concerts at a young age, then I started playing guitar.” 

“Music has powers beyond in-the-moment emotion,” he says. “It brings 
people together in a world where we have less and less in common.”

Eleven years ago Killeen sketched an outline that would create the 
beginnings of Amplify while on an airplane returning from a confer-
ence. After playing a show at Eddie’s Attic and donating the proceeds 
to a local charity, Killeen wondered, “What if we had ‘real’ musicians 
doing this, and people smarter than me involved?”

And so began the course to more than of a decade of “yes.“

The Artists Who Said “Yes” The 2022 Lineup

Ben Harper
Beginning with his 1993 major label debut, “Welcome to the Cruel 
World,” Ben Harper has offered listeners what Rolling Stone maga-
zine called the “jewels of unique and exquisitely tender rock & roll.” 
He has sold more than 15 million records, is a three-time Grammy 
Award winner and seven-time nominee. His highly acclaimed songs 
include “Diamonds on the Inside,” “Steal My Kisses,” and “Burn 
One Down.” He has collaborated with Blind Boys of Alabama and 
Charlie Musselwhite and produced records by Natalie Maines and 
Rickie Lee Jones.  

Old Crow Medicine Show
Old Crow Medicine Show got their start busking on street corners in 
1998, from New York state and up through Canada, winning audiences 
along the way with their boundless energy and spirit. They eventually 
found themselves in Boone, North Carolina where they caught the 
attention of folk icon Doc Watson while playing in front of a pharmacy. 
He invited the band to play at his festival, MerleFest, and the rest is his-
tory. It’s been more than 20 years since these humble beginnings. The 
band has gone on to receive the honor of being inducted as members of 
the Grand Ole Opry, and has won two Grammy Awards. Their classic 
single, “Wagon Wheel,” received the RIAA’s Double-Platinum certifica-
tion for selling more than 2,000,000 copies.

 Old Crow Medicine Show

The War and Treaty 
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Son Volt
Son Volt, the band Jay Farrar started in 1995 
after leaving the seminal group Uncle Tupelo, 
whose “No Depression” album helped define 
the alt-country and Americana genre, was 
expecting a 25th Anniversary tour rather than 
a lockdown in 2020. The resulting “Elec-
tro Melodier,” Son Volt’s 10th studio album, 
takes its titles from the names of two vintage 
amplifiers from the late 40s and early 50s. The 
name also describes the unique blend of folk, 
country, blues, soul and rock – an electric trou-
badour with melodies that hit and stick. Social 
protest songs about the promises of this nation 
gone wrongand referencing the street protests 
accompanying the Black Lives Matter move-
ment exist side-by-side with odes to long-term 
relationships (specifically his 25-year marriage).

The War and Treaty
Since forming in 2014, The War and Treaty 
have amassed a following as eclectic as their 
sound itself, a bluesy fusion of Southern soul, 
gospel, country, and rock ‘n’ roll. Known for a 
live show with nearly revival-like intensity, the 

husband-and-wife team of Michael Trotter, 
Jr. and Tanya Blount-Trotter endlessly create 
an exhilarating exchange of energy with their 
audience, a dynamic they’ve brought to the 
stage in opening for the legendary Al Green 
and touring with the likes of Brandi Carlile 
and Jason Isbell. So, when it came time to 
choose a title for their forthcoming sophomore 
album, The War and Treaty quickly landed on 
“Hearts Town” – the Nashville duo’s adoring 
nickname for their ardently devoted fanbase.

S.G. Goodman
Kentucky singer-songwriter S.G. Goodman 
blends the sounds of traditional country and 
folk with moody electric grit and progressive 
ideas. She is brutally honest when shedding 
the layers addressing the social and economic 
complexities of living in the rural South but 
does it with the grace of someone who respects 
the land and the people whose stories she’s 
absorbed along the way. Her debut album, 
“Old Time Feeling,” was co-produced by Jim 
James of My Morning Jacket, and she was 
included on NPR’s 2021 Artists to Watch list.

 Son Volt

 S.G. Goodman
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WHAT YES MEANS FOR  
DECATUR COOPERATIVE MINISTRY’S WORK
The proceeds of the 
concerts become 
unrestricted gifts to 
community organizations. 
The hometown charity 
is Decatur Cooperative 
Ministry (DCM), which 
just received a $50,000 
check from the fall Amplify 
Decatur event.

Founded in 1969, 
DCM’s mission is to 
help families facing 
homelessness settle into 

safe, stable homes and 
build healthy lives filled 
with peace, hope and 
opportunity. DCM offers 
transitional housing, 
shelter, homelessness 
prevention, rapid re-
housing and permanent 
supportive housing 
programs. To accomplish 
this, DCM partners with  
35 congregations from  
14 denominations as well 
as private foundations, 

universities and schools, 
government agencies, 
community groups and  
local businesses.

“Poverty exists and 
has an aspect on all,” 
Killeen says. Regardless of 
political persuasions, he 
believes everyone’s most 
important cause could be 
addressed if poverty had 
been resolved. Killeen 
credits his childhood in 
Athens for instilling in him 

an awareness of poverty 
and a drive to feed, clothe 
and house people in 
need. “Athens is known 
as ‘Bulldog Territory,’” 
he said. “It also has the 
single highest poverty 
rate in the country [for a 
sizeable city].… I saw a  
lot of that first-hand.”

Amplify Decatur is 
presented by Lenz and 
produced in partnership 
with Eddie’s Attic.

Mike Killeen Band
The Mike Killeen Band features Mark Evers on guitar, Jeff Hall on bass 
and Don Olsen on drums. Mike has released four full-length albums 
and three EPs—and shared the stage with Amy Ray of Indigo Girls, 
Grammy Award winners The Blind Boys of Alabama and Southern 
rock legends the Marshall Tucker Band. He counts Bob Dylan, Nir-
vana, Vic Chesnutt and Uncle Tupelo among his formative influences. 
Killeen’s most recent full-length album, “Ghost,” was produced by Ken 
Coomer (Wilco, Uncle Tupelo). Mike Killeen Band 

AMPLIFY DECATUR 
DETAILS
Date: Saturday, April 23

Time: 2 to 11 p.m.

Location: Downtown Decatur

Tickets: $75 to $275

Featuring: Ben Harper, Old Crow Medicine 
Show, Son Volt, The War and Treaty, S.G. 
Goodman, and Mike Killeen Band

Supporters and contributors:  
Drew Robinson (Amplify’s board 
president), Christine Mahin (festival 
director), Richard and John Lenz, the City 
of Decatur, Spencer Smith, Eddie’s Attic, 
Iris and Bruce Feinberg, John Nelson of 
Leafmore Group, Herb Cherek of Decatur 
Package Store, Savannah Distributing 
Company, Three Taverns, Creature 
Comforts Brewing Co., Oakhurst Realty 
Partners, and Natalie Gregory.

Tickets and Details: amplifydecatur.org
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(404) 373-7818
WWW.OSHEADENTISTRY.COM

755 Commerce Drive Suite 520 | Decatur, Georgia 30030

Nursery opens on March 19th 

389 North Clarendon Ave
  Scottdale GA 30079

www.beechhollowfarms.com

2022 Season Hours:
Thursday-Sunday

10 AM - 4 PM

http://www.osheadentistry.com
http://www.beechhollowfarms.com


Whether you choose Gas or Electric, 
we have a loan for you

For more information: 
emoryacu.com

* Annual Percentage Rate. Standard underwriting guidelines apply. Available on 
model year vehicles 2011 or newer.  INSURED BY NCUA
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Decatur’s Commercial Real Estate Firm
(404) 371-4100

www.oakrep.com

OAKHURST
R E A L T Y
PARTNERS

STABILITY
ENGINEERING

5K + 1-MILE FUN RUN

Scott A. Brady | CFP®

PRESENTS

Benefiting

THANK YOU

TO OUR

SPONSORS!

Boys and Girls Tennis Camp at Emory Boys and Girls Tennis Camp at Emory 
Coached by Nationally Recognized Coach Amy BryantCoached by Nationally Recognized Coach Amy Bryant

Bryant Camps, LLC offers full and half-day camp for boys and girls, 
ages 5-14 at all levels in June. World-class facilities, drills, games, and 
activities for every age & level! Groups are small to keep lines short & 
moving! We provide positive reinforcement all day long! 

Register at www.bryantcamps.com

http://www.bryantcamps.com


Reconnect / CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Phoenix
Flies 2022 | A Walk Through Olmsted 
March 27
2 to 4 p.m.
Visit and walk through the first four segments of Olmsted’s linear park 
vision (Springdale, Virgilee, Oak Grove and Shadyside). Learn about 
the history of the park, restoration, people who lived along the park, 
and historic scam and scandal. Visit eventbrite.com for details. Admis-
sion is free.
 
Party on the PATH
March 27
4 to 8:30 p.m.
Celebrate art in Buckhead with hot music, cool drinks and danc-
ing under the stars. The event kicks off with a Miami Circle gallery 
walk, followed by a walking tour of PATH400’s newest art installa-
tions. Finish the night with dinner and dancing to live salsa music 
at Eclipse di Luna. Visit livablebuckhead.com for tickets. Admission 
prices start at $35.
 
Festival on Ponce
April 2 to 3
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Festival on Ponce is an Atlanta arts and crafts festival set in Olm-
sted Linear Park. Visitors will enjoy the gorgeous landscape designed 
by one of America’s most celebrated landscape architects, Frederick 
Law Olmsted, Sr. along with live entertainment and more than 125 
displays of fine arts and crafts, folk and “outsider art.” There will be a 
children’s area and leashed pets are welcome. Local food and beverages 
available for purchase. Attendance is free. Find details and schedule at 
festivalonponce.com.

Atlanta Dogwood Festival 
April 8 to 10, 2022
Friday 12 to 9 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
An Atlanta staple, hundreds of artists from 
around the country will participate in the 
86th annual Atlanta Dogwood Festival. Vir-
tually every kind of art is represented, with 
a nationally-recognized Fine Artists Market 
that includes sculptures, paintings, pottery, 
jewelry, photography and much more. A 
wide array of diverse musical offerings will 
entertain festival goers, and food will be avail-
able for purchase. There is also a kids village 
featuring arts and crafts, interactive make and 
take activities and face painting. Admission is 
free. Find details at dogwood.org.
 
Second Saturdays, Monthly
April 9
12 to 6 p.m.
Shop small and support local business while 
browsing local arts, crafts, handmade body 
goods, jewelry and more. Enjoy live music by 
Music and Friends ATL. Located at Harmony 
Park in Decatur. Leashed pups are welcome.
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Amplify Decatur Music Festival
April 23
2 to 11 p.m.
Enjoy live music performances by Ben 
Harper, Old Crowe Medicine Show and 
more while munching on good food and 
being part of a community of friends and 
family, all for a cause. Amplify’s mission is to 
leverage the universal love of music to fight 
poverty at the local level. They have raised 
and donated more than $450,000 over the 
last twelve years. Tickets are for purchase on 
amplifydecatur.org.
 
Earth Day at Atlanta Botanical Garden
April 22
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Visit the Garden for fun and engaging family 
activities celebrating nature and the beauti-
ful plants all around. Musical performances 
by Saving the Earth with Mr. Greg as well as 
activity stations all around the gardens. Try 
out musical instruments made from plants 
across the world, create earth friendly art, 
plant some seeds to take home, and partici-
pate in a scavenger hunt for seeds and recycled 
art. Free with an admission purchase. Find 
more at atlantabg.org.
 

The Olmsted 200th Birthday Gala 
April 26
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Come and launch the many events celebrating the 200th birthday of 
Frederick Law Olmsted at his birthday gala. Musical entertainment 
will be provided by showstopping Atlanta Jazz musician Joe Gransden. 
Culinary treats by Zest served with beer and wine. Black-tie optional, 
visit eventbrite.com for tickets and further details.
 
Historic Druid Hills Home and Garden Tour 
April 29 to May 1
1 to 5 p.m.
It’s back after a two year hiatus. Meander through some of the finest 
homes and gardens in Atlanta’s Historic Druid Hills Neighborhood. 
The Druid Hills Neighborhood, including the linear park along Ponce 
de Leon Ave, was designed by Frederick Law Olmsted. Some of which 
include the “Driving Miss Daisy'' house as well as some modern clas-
sics. The $35 ticket will allow you to access all three days of the tour. 
Find tickets at eventbrite.com.
 
Champions for Change
May 5
Time TBD
Enjoy drinks, appetizers and a live auction when you purchase tickets 
to the Women’s Resource Center event. Natasha Tretheway will be the 
honoree and keynote speaker for the event. Her long awaited memoir, 
“Memorial Drive,” gives an inside look at the chilling true story of the 
murder of her mother at the hands of her former stepfather. This event 
led to the founding of the Women's Resource Center to End Domestic 
Violence in Decatur. Don’t miss this extraordinary opportunity to hear 
one of the most inspirational stories. Find more information about this 
event at wrcdv.org. 
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The 2022 market is still record-breaking. 
Interest rates are rising yet buyers are still 
pouncing on fresh inventory. This demand 
is due to a shortage of homes for sale, and 
the fact that Atlanta is one of the most 
attractive cities in our country. If you have 
considered buying or selling, now is the 
time to start the conversation.

– Natalie

Please reach out to 
us if you would like
to learn more. 

NATALIE GREGORY

404.373.0076 | 404.668.6621 
natalie.gregory@compass.com 
nataliegregory.com 

  |    nataliegregoryandco

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in 
price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, 
accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Now is
the time
to sell.

171 Vidal Boulevard | Decatur

Active | 4 BD | 3 BA | $975,000

231 Lamont Drive | Decatur

Active | 5 BD | 3.5 BA | $1,425,000

148 Northern Avenue | Decatur

Under Contract | 5 BD | 4 BA | $1,195,000

619 Clairemont Avenue | Decatur

Active | 4 BD | 3 BA | $950,000

509 Westchester Drive | Decatur

Active | 5 BD | 5 BA | $1,285,000

1811 Burlington Place | Druid Hills

Active | 3 BD | 2 BA | $675,000

mailto:natalie.gregory%40compass.com?subject=
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171 Vidal Boulevard | Decatur

Active | 4 BD | 3 BA | $975,000

231 Lamont Drive | Decatur

Active | 5 BD | 3.5 BA | $1,425,000

148 Northern Avenue | Decatur

Under Contract | 5 BD | 4 BA | $1,195,000

619 Clairemont Avenue | Decatur

Active | 4 BD | 3 BA | $950,000

509 Westchester Drive | Decatur

Active | 5 BD | 5 BA | $1,285,000

1811 Burlington Place | Druid Hills

Active | 3 BD | 2 BA | $675,000



TIM MARTIN WEALTH STRATEGIES  

They say life doesn’t give you anything you can’t handle. But that 

doesn’t mean you have to handle it alone. These days, it’s more  

important than ever to make sure you have a financial professional  

by your side; someone who can help evaluate your needs, assess  

the current economic landscape and recommend a plan of action  

that will help protect your family’s wealth, lifestyle and dreams for  

the future. Let’s get started — there’s no better time than now.

Insurance Agency 5909 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Building D, Suite 1100, Atlanta, GA 30328. Tim Martin is a Financial 

1806672

PLAN. PROTECT. PROVIDE.

TIM MARTIN, LUTCF

1435-B McLendon Drive   |   Decatur, GA 30033

770.934.7511   |   thmartin@timmartinwealth.com

      @TMAwealthstrategies               @timmartinwealth
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