Home Tour:
Holiday
Decorations,
Inspiration and
Recreation

Happy
Indie-Catur
Holidays!
Plus:

Authentic Italian Cuisine
New Business Spotlight
Decatur Pets
And more

For the communities of Decatur, Druid Hills, Candler Park, Lake Claire, Avondale Estates and Oak Grove

Holiday 2012

Renovation Is a Puzzle.
We Put the Pieces Together.
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Ask Us About
12 Months
Same-As-Cash
Financing

Got a baffling bath, a kitchen conundrum or a master suite mystery? Our award-winning team
makes your project easy from design through construction. Find out why 97 percent of our clients
would refer us to friends, colleagues and family. Contact us today for a consultation.
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Outstanding design and
craftsmanship. On time. On
budget. Only from Renewal.

Scan to schedule
your consultation today.
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You can enjoy simple fare here at this Grant Park
eatery. Dishes are made with organic and locally
sourced ingredients when possible and seasoned
with herbs grown in a garden out back.
There are more reasons than ever to breastfeed
your baby, and DeKalb Medical Women’s Center
is committed to making it easier for moms.
We share tips to keep your pets safe and stress
free this holiday season and advice on caring
for your aging pets.
Reserve your seat on the trolley. It’s time for
Avondale’s 20th annual home tour showcasing
six beautifully decorated local homes, a live
nativity and a holiday market and café.

16	Holiday Shopping Guide

‘Tis the season to take advantage of the abundance of wonderful retail businesses
in downtown Decatur and enjoy your holiday shopping.

This local jeweler specializes in creating one-ofa-kind designs and custom sparkle. Additionally
she has a gallery featuring beautifully crafted
works from artisans around the world.
Is there a wine out there that goes with
bacon? Does white wine compliment
cheesecake? At the Little Wine Shop in
Avondale you can get expert advice and a
great selection of wines.
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Your Money

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Taxes...
Five Things to Consider Now
4
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Decatur Living is now on Facebook.
C hec k o u t this iss u e online @ w w w. decat u rli v ing . co m

We’re Here!
• Home Furnishings
• Design Services
• Rugs
• Upholstery
• Accessories

• Gifts
• Lighting
• Casegoods
• Mirrors
• Window Treatments

Tuesday – Saturday 10 - 6

131 East Trinity Place
Decatur, GA 30030
404.378.0197
www.131trinity.com

PArkinG in BAck!

(Between Greene’s and Chick fil-A)

Hope to see you soon! Lisa, Mike & Wallace

publisher’s letter

Indie-Catur Holiday

I

f you venture on the back roads across the
state, you’ll inevitably come across once
prosperous towns that are now neglected,
desolate looking and dying. In contrast, we
enjoy living in a thriving prosperous community with a vigorous pulse. This is due in part to
the vision of our city’s leaders and the ongoing
support of its residents who choose to shop,
dine and play locally…keeping it Indie-Catur!
And truly, there is no better place to enjoy
the holidays than right here. Shopping the
unique boutiques that are full of special gifts
for everyone on your list is a festive holiday
pastime rather than a chore to be postponed or
endured—especially on Terrific Thursdays when
the festivities are ramped up. See a sampling of
gift ideas in our gift guide on page 16, and check
out the business spotlights on Alexia Gallery
(page 36) and The Little Wine Shop (page 37).
Speaking of our local economy, the Private Bank of Decatur opened their doors on the
square last month and our community bank is back in full service (page 8). Be sure to stop
in and see the familiar faces. The décor may be a little snazzier, but with fresh popcorn
in the lobby you will feel like you are back at home with the people you know and trust.
Enjoy a wonderful family holiday meal and make some memories at one of our many
great restaurants or grab a quick bite of something wonderful while you are checking
names off your gift list. Options abound, including an amazing Italian dining experience
right in the heart of Decatur (page 24).
Need some holiday cheer and fresh ideas to spruce up your home and light up your
Spruce for the holidays? The Decatur and Avondale holiday home tours are great ways to
support your hometown, enjoy time with friends and discover fun new decorating ideas.
Each year for decades, select local homeowners show their community spirit by welcoming the public into their homes to raise money for local charities. Read our previews on
page 11 (Decatur) and page 35 (Avondale). For information on how you can enjoy other
longstanding local celebrations, peruse the Calendar of Events on page 38.
At Decatur Living, we are grateful for your continued support and wish you all the best
this holiday season and in the year to come.
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The RoseHill House. Home of Liam Simmons and
Chris Fichtel at 620 Pinetree Drive.

New BUsiness spotlight

by B. Andrew Plant
Photography by The Decisive Moment

Community Banking is Back
Private Bank of Decatur is Open for Business

P

rivate Bank of Decatur recently
opened its doors in the One Decatur Town Center development at
150 East Ponce de Leon Avenue (corner
of Church Street and East Ponce). Led by
veteran Decatur banker Judy Turner, the
bank, which is a division of Private Bank of
Buckhead, offers the security and soundness
of a solid existing community bank with a
special focus on the Decatur community.
“Charter customers of the bank have been
discovering that our name exemplifies our
approach: We believe that all customers should
benefit from the private banking approach
other banks reserve for a certain few,” says
Turner, who has been in banking in Metro
Atlanta for more than 45 years. “We have team
members with deep roots both personally and
professionally in Decatur, and new team members who are joining us specifically to serve
Decatur; many will be familiar to customers
and are certainly familiar with the community.”
Along with the more tailored, hands-on
banking approach, she says Private Bank of
Decatur also offers the latest in technology,
like online and mobile deposit capabilities,
as well as smart phone “apps,” which enable
customers to view account balances, transfer funds, pay bills, and more. She also touts
perks like free ATM usage; the bank does
not charge ATM fees of its own and refunds
those that other institutions charge.

8
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Now, through Private Bank of Decatur
and its location in my home community,
I am happy to again be serving my
friends and neighbors, and bringing
them a true community bank.

– Judy Turner

“From the beginning, Private Bank of Buckhead has served both individuals and businesses
beyond its namesake community, so its strategy, service and community service already take
into account customers beyond the borders that that name may imply,” Turner says. “Now,
through Private Bank of Decatur and its location in my home community, I am happy to again
be serving my friends and neighbors, and bringing them a true community bank.”
Two bankers who previously worked with Turner at Decatur First Bank, Melanie Funk and
Jamie Ensley have been part of the team for months now. More recently added were Senior
Lending Officer Greg Russell and personal bankers JoAnn Ellis and Juanita Marzette. Also on
site in Decatur is Greg Wood, credit portfolio manager. Turner says other team members will be
added as customer need demands and as other seasoned bankers are identified.
Turner started her career with Citizens & Southern National Bank; in fact, she previously worked at the future Private Bank of Decatur site when it was a C&S bank. She
is a familiar name and face to Decatur, having long been involved in the community.
She currently serves as President of the Decatur Book Festival, Chair of the Development
Authority of DeKalb County, Trustee of the DeKalb History Center, Treasurer of Seniors
Helping Seniors and is on the board of
the DeKalb Medical Foundation. She
also served on the boards of the Community Bankers Association and the Georgia
Bankers Association.
Those familiar with Turner will be happy to
know that, yes, Private Bank of Decatur indeed
includes a popcorn machine in the lobby.
Private Bank of Decatur is a division of
Private Bank of Buckhead, which is designated a Preferred Lender by the U.S. Small
Business Administration and includes a
dedicated mortgage solutions unit, Private
Mortgage Services. Both the SBA and mortgage facets will be represented in Decatur.

Holiday 2012
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Holiday tradition

by Lorrie Bryan

Celebrating
30 Years!

Decatur Holiday
Candlelight
Tour of Homes

D

iversity is the hallmark of Decatur, a city that is a successful
melding of various cultures and people of all ages and stations
in life. This winter, as the City of Decatur celebrates the
30th annual Decatur Holiday Candlelight Tour of Homes, the city’s
diversity is evident in the variety of the featured homes. Showcasing
homes throughout the City of Decatur, this year’s tour is called
“Celebrating 30 Years of Decatur Living” and highlights local homes
ranging from innovative new builds that mirror the architecture in
Decatur’s historic neighborhoods to century-old Craftsmen renovations.
Proceeds from the tour benefit four different local non-profits.
Holiday 2012
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For a memorable holiday excursion, tour
goers can board a complimentary shuttle at
the Courtyard Marriott Downtown Decatur, hop on and off throughout the two
evenings and take advantage of the diverse
dining and unique shopping opportunities
in Decatur as well as tour seven of Decatur’s
most beautiful homes. Homes on the 2012
tour are:

The home of Shea and Jeremy
Kelly at 507 Drexel Avenue:
The Kellys say that according to an elderly
neighbor who has resided on Drexel her entire
life, their home was originally built in 1915 and
consisted of just the two front rooms of the current structure. The house was occupied by a
large family who used the brick fireplace to heat
the home and to cook their meals.

The home of the Robinson family at 408 Glendale Avenue:
This home was built in 1945 and renovated in 2010 with the intended goal of
updating the home while maintaining its
architectural integrity. With neighborhood architect Steve Conway’s architectural
plans, John Nelson and Peter Brannigan
of PB Construction renovated the home
to accommodate the Robinson’s growing
family. The home won the Decatur Design
Award for their work in 2011.

218 Clarion Ave.

The home of
Rebecca Levy at
424 Drexel Avenue:
This home was renovated by
Rubicon Construction over
the last five years. The renovations include an addition,
new kitchen, large screen
porch, bathrooms, custom
closet and laundry area in the
basement. “Our client was
looking for a glamorous, yet
livable addition with clean
424 Drexel Ave.
lines and materials. Schuon
Kitchens & Baths provided
custom cabinetry by Shiloh for the kitchen and master closet. Carrera marble counter tops, stainless
steel and built-in custom appliance panels give a luxury feel to the design,” says Katie Insogna, coowner of Rubicon. “Byron Blake of HomEdit painted a beautiful custom floor design in the screen
porch area which Rebecca absolutely loved!” says Insogna. “It really added such a wonderful feel to
the room and set it apart.”

The home of James and Joann Gillespie at 860 Sycamore Street:
This early 19th century Craftsman bungalow style home was built recently by Vintage Homes
of Atlanta and is a Decatur Design award winner. “The original plan for the house came from
a craftsman bungalow we saw in Southern Living. We met our builder, Gary Rishel, when we
made an offer and lost on a house he built in Oakhurst. His wife, Sarah, is a professional artist and
helped with the design/color selection. Gary’s architect, Brent Drone, finished the design which
culminated in our home winning the “City of Decatur Historic Preservation Commission’s 2012
Design Award” for new home construction,” says Joann Gillespie.
The living room and hallway have the most interesting furniture/heirlooms. The living room
to the left as you enter the home includes a number of antiques passed down from James’
mother’s collection. Many are quite unique. In the hallway you will find two cabinets. One is a
fully restored 1880s Victorian pie safe. The other is a white display case, with antique windows
for the doors, that houses a collection of antique “demitasse” cups and saucers. The fire place
mantel on the screened in porch came from an 1800s farm house in Senoia, Georgia and still
has the original black soot!

Drexel Ave.

12
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The home of Liam Simmons and Chris Fichtel,
RoseHill, at 620 Pinetree Drive:
Locally known as RoseHill for its 300+ rose bushes, this grand home was built in 2002 to emulate the stately homes along the historic Olmstead Linear Park system of Druid Hills connecting
suburban Atlanta with downtown Decatur. Holidays at RoseHill are a feast for all the senses.
Decorated trees illuminate each end of the gracious double-front porch. Favorite holiday tunes
ring out in the night. Six-foot nutcrackers, a favorite of children of all ages, greet visitors at the
front door. Inside, 13 elegantly dressed trees, all with different themes based on their location
in the home, captivate the imagination. The fireplaces are aglow. Cinnamon, spices and pine
suffuse the air. “And there is usually a surprise in store...perhaps Santa will make a visit again
this year,” says owner Liam Simmons. “Please join us in celebrating the season at RoseHill with
wishes of peace and prosperity for all.”

Drexel Ave.

Home Tour
at a Glance
218 Clarion Ave.

The Doroughs have
several European antiques
including the 18th century
French armoire in the foyer.
The paintings of several
prominent Decatur artists
are on display throughout
the home.
The home of Gary and Terry Lockman at 223 E. Davis Street:
Situated on quiet, tree-lined street, this house is only l0 years old, but it is often mistaken for
a much older home. The original builder incorporated a huge wrap-around front porch and
portico, vintage doors and French doors, old transoms, and other architectural features that add
to the feeling of it being older than it actually is.
The house is furnished with antiques and eclectic, vintage pieces of furniture, several of which
are more than l00 years old: the oldest is the late Georgian Irish pine ‘dresser’ in the dining room
that dates to l820. The marble-topped chest in the entry is circa l844, and the glass front china
cabinet is marked “London, l904.” Collections of old china decorate walls, and blue-and-white
china is featured in the family room. “Since moving into the house in 2005 we have converted a
dry rock stream bed in the back yard that was built to control water run-off into a moving stream
and recycling waterfall. We also converted the screened porch on the back of the house into a
large sunroom that opens off the family room and gives us additional room for entertaining,” says
Terry Lockman.

When: Friday, Nov. 30 and Saturday,
Dec. 1, 5:30-9:30 p.m.
Tickets: T ickets are $20 in
advance and $25 at the
door and are available at
DecaturTourOfHomes.com.
Where: Board a complimentary
shuttle at the Courtyard
Marriott Downtown Decatur
that will take you to the seven
homes on this year’s tour.

The home of David and Kathy
Dorough at 218 Clarion Avenue:
This new home was built by TerraCotta
Properties, a local design-build firm, and
has many beautifully crafted custom features
throughout, most notably the cast-iron fireplace mantle and custom millwork in the
chef ’s kitchen. The warm palette and details
like the tile insets in the hardwood floors
give this home an Old World European
feel. The Doroughs have several European
antiques including the 18th century French
armoire in the foyer. The paintings of several
prominent Decatur artists are on display
throughout the home. A barn was located
on the property sometime in the last 100
years, and the Doroughs say their dogs have
excavated numerous bottles from old Atlanta
dairies that are now on display in the kitchen.
For more information,
visit DecaturTourOfHomes.com.
Holiday 2012
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holiday shopping Guide

Shop
Decatur
for Great
Gifts and
Family Fun
I

f you haven’t begun your holiday shopping yet, it is surely on your
mind. Whether you’re hunting funky earrings for your sister, a pair of
classic boots for your dad, or the gift of a great night out, Decatur’s
unique shops and restaurants can fill the bill. This season folks will find
plenty of reasons to “Keep it Indie-Catur.”

The newly-minted slogan is the result of a city-wide contest to come up
with a tag line reminding people to shop and dine locally. “This season we
want people to consider doing all their shopping in Decatur,” says Linda
Harris, assistant director of Community and Economic Development.
In a city that boasts more than 150 unique shops and fine restaurants, finding gifts for everyone on your list should be a most pleasurable
hunt. You can take advantage of special events and discounts throughout the season such as Boogaloos “After Thanksgiving Day” sale on Nov.
23 or “Dessert and Martini Night” at the Chocolate Bar on Dec. 6.
This year Decatur will roll out its first Small Business Saturday
on Nov. 24, a wonderful alternative to Black Friday at the mall. On
this special day, look for the Decatur Visitor’s Center tent on the
16
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Square where shoppers of all ages can get
free gift wrapping, enjoy special music, buy
Indie-Catur merchandise and have their
faces painted. Bring your receipts to the
Center showing you spent $200 or more
at Decatur shops and get a $20 gift card
to a local restaurant.
Throughout November and December on Terrific Thursdays many
boutiques, restaurants and galleries are offering special discounts,
refreshments, music and extended hours. Make it a family affair, park
the car and walk Decatur’s pedestrian friendly streets.
On Nov. 29 at 7 p.m., everyone is invited to the gather for the
tree lighting atop the Little Shop of Stories on the Square in Decatur.
Thanks to the many participating businesses, the evening will also be
filled with sweet treats, hot chocolate and the sound of holiday music
from the 4/5 Academy at Fifth Avenue. Kids of all ages will enjoy a
visit from Santa, and there will be plenty of good cheer to go around.
During the holidays, stay tuned for specials and events by visiting
the Keep It Indie-Catur Facebook page (Facebook.com/Indiecatur).

Local artist Connie Melton has created quilted Christmas
ornaments to adorn your tree in folk art fashion.
Each one is uniquely different and sewn with love.
$12 -$14
1
Wild Oats & Billy Goats Gallery
112 E. Ponce de Leon Ave
404.378.4088
WildOatsAndBillygoats.com

2

4

These beautiful, vibrant, hand-woven
silk scarves from the villages of northern
Thailand are the perfect gift for anyone
on your list. Individually dyed, no two
are exactly alike. $30 each
Mingei World Arts
427 Church St.
404.371.0101
MingeiWorldArts.com

Handmade semi-precious stone and wood bracelets by local jewelry designer Isobel. The bracelets
come in a unique array of colors great for everyone
on your shopping list. Price $28-$64
Boogaloos Boutique
246 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
404.373.3237
BoogaloosBoutique.com

3

We put four of our most popular pecans in this tin for
a great gift from Georgia. Includes roasted and salted
Mammoth Georgia, Chocolate, Praline and Glazed
22 0z/$28, 32 0z/$36, 60 0z/$56
Greene’s Fine Foods
141 East Trinity Place
404.378.2001
GreenesFineFoods.com

Holiday 2012
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Give the gift of style. Holiday gift sets from $9.
Terra Mater Salon
358 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
404.377.7039
TerraMaterSalon.com

6

5

Who doesn’t love Star Wars? A signed
first-edition of Star Wars: A Galactic
Pop-Up Adventure by Matthew Reinhart
is the perfect holiday gift! $36.99
Little Shop of Stories
133 E. Court Square
404.373.6300
LittleShopofStories.com
Give the gift of a fruiting shitake mushroom log.
Soak the log and set it outside. Shitakes appear
for your cooking and eating pleasure. $30 to $40
Taste
416 Church St.
770.912.0250
TasteDecatur.com

8

18

Each piece is carefully designed by Nina Nguyen in her
Colorado studio and handcrafted by artisans in a women’s
co-op in Vietnam. A natural druzy geode sits in the
center of each adjustable bracelet. $129 each.
Worthmore Jewelers
117 E. Court Square
404.370.3979
WorthMoreJewelers.com
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7

Broad selection of “Pete the Cat” prints by artist James
Dean, illustrator of “Pete The Cat” books. 8 X 10,
$35 with 10% off each Terrific Thursday.
The Seen Gallery
415 Church St.
404.377.0733
TheSeenGallery.com

10

9

Try these stylish, comfortable shoes on for size.
The brown Frye Hudson Wingtip is $193 and the
black Frye Hudson Wingtip boot is $243.
Sq/Ft.
149 Sycamore St.
404.373.6607
SqFtDecatur.com

Hobo International bags and accessories, designed by
women and made with top made with top grain Italian
leather will make the perfect gift for her. $44 to $298.
Squash Blossom
113 E. Ct. Square
404.373.1864
Facebook.com/SquashBlossomBoutique

11

Show Your Decatur Spirit with City’s Inaugural Ornament
Deck your tree with City of Decatur’s first holiday ornament. The
handmade ceramic piece is designed by Malena Bisanti-Wall, an artist
featured at Wild Oats and Billy Goats, and calls to mind Decatur’s
brightly colored logo. The series, an initiative of the Decatur Tourism
Bureau, will feature a new artist each year and proceeds will go back
into creating the 2013 ornament.
Bisanti-Wall is a ceramic and mixed media artist who enjoys creating
whimsical, colorful pieces of art with texture and patterns. She took her
first class at Spruill Center for the Arts and became hooked. She later
studied at Callanwolde Fine Arts Center and has taken workshops at
Odyssey Center for the Arts in Asheville and Mud Fire Clayworks and
Gallery in Decatur.
The limited edition ornaments are currently available for $18 at Wild
Oats and Billy Goats, Little Shop of Stories and Boogaloos with more
shops expected to get on board. For updates on new locations, visit
“Keep it Indie Catur’s” Facebook page at Facebook.com/Indiecatur).
Holiday 2012
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The path to
sanity is actually
quite clear
The coworking space
at Bean Work Play Café
offers a work space,
a community, and even
childcare for its members.

4

A way to meld the personal
with the professional.
It’s easy peasy.

134 New St.

Decatur

404.828.0810
beanworkplaycafe.com

20
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Photography by Erica Dines

Delicious Food Served Your Way
at Stone Soup Kitchen

H

ave a sandwich built to order at Stone Soup Kitchen, and if it strikes
your fancy, enjoy it with your morning coffee. The neighborhood café
in Grant Park serves breakfast and lunch all day so customers can order
huevos rancheros at 2 p.m. or a roast beef sandwich at 7 a.m.
“Our focus has always been fresh, simple comfort food for everyone,”
says Jason MacDonald, who co-owns the restaurant with Sarah Rick. Vegans, vegetarians and carnivores are catered to equally at this eatery that
draws rave reviews from locals and those willing to travel across town for
their favorite house specialties. Dishes are made with organic and locally
sourced ingredients when possible and seasoned with herbs grown in a garden out back. A variety of baked goods including pumpkin scones, triple
chocolate brownies and muffins, all made in house, are available throughout the day. Blueberry
cornmeal flapjacks, chicken curry and Hungarian mushroom soups and the Red Mule cheese
grits are especially popular.
The pimento cheese sandwich dressed
with lettuce, tomato and sunflower sprouts
is the original recipe served at Stone Soup
Natural Foods, a grocery store and take-out
deli that flourished during the 80s in Virginia Highland. Reincarnated in 2005, the
restaurant today still boasts many former
loyal patrons as well as plenty of new fans.
Its success can be credited to owners MacDonald and Rick, who each bring a special
strength to the business. Rick, who was part
of the original SSK team, brings her culinary knowledge and kitchen expertise to the
table. MacDonald brings his background
in high-end restaurant operations both in

New York and Atlanta to the mix, as well as
his love of community.
“We make it our business to be a part of
the neighborhood we live in,” says MacDonald. “I’ve made a lot of friends here, and we are
always looking for ways to support our neighborhood school and other local organizations.”
Stone Soup’s large outdoor patio is a coveted spot for dining and for serving large
parties. Special cocktails, seasonal beers and
wine are served, and the bill of fare changes
seasonally. Custom menus are available
from spaghetti suppers, to clam bakes to
barbeque and off-site catering is also available for weddings and special events.

Stone Soup Kitchen is located at 584 Woodward Ave. SE, 30312. Breakfast and lunch
are served Mon.-Fri. from 6:30 a.m. to 3
p.m., and brunch is served Sat. and Sun. from
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information, call
404.524.1222 or visit StoneSoupKitchen.net.
Holiday 2012
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your looks

Beauty
Questions?

Decatur Plastic Surgeon
Lisa M. DiFrancesco Has Answers

D

o you ever look in the mirror and notice your cheeks don’t
seem as high and rounded as they did in younger years? Or
do you notice a deepening line between your nose and mouth?
Those are normal signs of aging. But now there’s a non-surgical way
to subtly reverse these changes over several months. Sculptra Aesthetic
is an injectable treatment that improves shallow to deep folds and
wrinkles, creating a more youthful, lifted facial contour.
Decatur plastic surgeon Lisa DiFrancesco answers your questions
about Sculptra Aesthetic.

Q. How does Sculptra Aesthetic create
younger-looking skin?
A. Over time, faces change due to a loss of bony structure, soft tissues

sag from gravity and the skin’s collagen levels decrease. Sculptra
Aesthetic contains a biocompatible material that has been safely
used by physicians for decades. It gradually boosts collagen levels in the skin, filling in nasal-labial folds (between the nose and
mouth) and adding volume to cheeks and other areas that have
changed over time.

Q. How many injections do you need
and how long before you can expect
to see results?
A. Three to five injections are done about six weeks apart in the
office. Patients start seeing results from Sculptra Aesthetic after
several weeks. The benefits can last for up to two years,

Q. What are some of the side effects?
A. Sculptra Aesthetic is injected deep beneath the skin. The use of a numb-

ing cream prior to treatment minimizes any discomfort. Some people
experience minor bruising and swelling after the injections.

Q. Do you offer gift certificates for
Sculptra Aesthetic?
A. Absolutely. We have gift certificates for Sculptra and other specific procedures, or you can also purchase a gift certificate for a dollar amount.
Interested in Sculptra Aesthetic or other cosmetic procedures?
Schedule an appointment today for a consultation with Dr. DiFrancesco to discuss your individual needs.

For more information on Sculptra Esthetic, join us for a lunch-and-learn on
Dec. 2. Space is limited so call 404.377.3473 to reserve your spot. For more
information, visit DrDifrancesco.com.
22
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by Ryan Klee
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Local dining

Agerola Sunday, Every Day,
at Sapori di Napoli
Neapolitan tradition,
passion, and family
are at center of
brothers’ dream.

B

orn in Naples, Daniele and Ambrogio
Florio spent weekends and summers with
their father in Agerola, a small town in
mountainous Southern Italy along the Amalfi
coast. There, the third generation restaurateurs
spent cherished time with family and close friends,
cooking and sharing good, simple, fresh food made
from ingredients that needed to travel only across
the orchard to reach the kitchen.
“Agerola Sundays,” a reference to the familial gatherings at each week’s end, is where Sapori
di Napoli was born, and it’s exactly what the Florio’s have created with their space at 314 Church
St. in downtown Decatur—a welcoming family
atmosphere where you can enjoy delicious, fresh,
handmade Neapolitan fare over a cold Peroni or
glass of luscious Sangiovese in a rustic Italian setting.
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“I believe in doing what you do best, and
sharing it,” Daniele Florio says, as the droolinducing aroma of rosemary-garlic bread wafts
from the Acunto wood-burning brick oven.
The Florios transformed the former RE/
MAX space—which has plenty of free parking—into a Neapolitan hideaway, evident
the moment you walk in and are greeted
by classical Italian music. Old black and
white Italian films play on a screen on the
wall, vintage Italian prints dot the exposed
brick, and an Italy flag adorns the corner.
They even imported tables, chairs, plates,
bowls, silverware, cabinets, shelves, and
their espresso maker from Italy.

The dough is made with Caputo flour, natural yeast, and sea salt, and allowed to rise for 24
hours—a long rise. Lots of pizzerias will pack the yeast into their dough to get a quick rise in about
two hours or so, but Sapori uses the absolute minimum amount of yeast, leading to a less bloated
feeling in the stomach for the end user. Daniele says there is a big difference, and the time and effort
it takes to do this on a daily basis is worth it without question.
They import La Fiammante tomatoes from Naples because they have a lower acidity and are
better for the stomach, and Daniele says Sapori di Napoli is the only restaurant in Georgia that
uses imported 100 percent bufala mozzarella as its only cheese.
Perhaps the most important key to creating true Neapolitan pizzas is the oven.
The Florios imported an authentic Acunto oven from Naples—no small undertaking given
the size and weight of this fire-breathing behemoth—but they knew it was crucial to do so.
Acunto ovens have very low domes and smaller mouths, which keeps the heat at the desired
1,000 degrees and allows the flame to travel all the way around the pizza so it cooks evenly, fast
(less than a minute), and gets the perfect combination of crispy, chewy crust. Oak and pecan are
the wood types used—oak helps with that coveted char and pecan brings extra flavor.

Italian food is not so much about the recipe.
I believe in fresh ingredients. Most Italian recipes are three
and four ingredients—it’s passion that is the key.
– Daniele Florio

Grab a seat on the charming patio
and you’ll feel as if you’re in their Agerola
orchard, surrounded by basil, peppers,
tomatoes, and beautiful flowers.
The Sapori di Napoli menu is steeped in
tradition and simplicity, and it’s the passion
the brothers bring to Sapori every day, Daniele says, that makes the difference.
“Italian food is not so much about the
recipe. I believe in fresh ingredients. Most Italian recipes are three and four ingredients—it’s
passion that is the key,” Daniele asserts.
Sapori di Napoli boasts something for everyone—pizza, pasta, paninis, calzones, antipasto,
arancini, bruschetta, salads, desserts—but the
undisputed stars are the authentic Neapolitan
pizzas, as certified by the Verace Pizza Napoletana Association. Traditional artisanal methods
and the Florios’ commitment to the craft are
evident in every aspect of Sapori’s pizzas.

There are pizzas to suit every taste, including the classic margherita (San Marzano tomato,
bufala mozzarella, fresh basil), quattro stagioni (San Marzano tomato, bufala mozzarella, cotto
ham, salame, mushrooms, black olives, and artichoke), and cipollina (San Marzano, bufala mozzarella, porchetta, onions, and black olives).
Don’t want any sauce? No problem. Try one of the many delights on the Pizza Bianca (no
sauce) list. You can also create your own custom pizza.
If you’re in the mood for something else, there are plenty of delectable options to choose from,
including handmade pastas (tagliatelle bolognese, spaghetti all’amatriciana, tagliatelle alla sorrentina, and pappardelle sapori), all made in house daily.
The drink list is distinctly Italian. The wines, red and white, are all Italian, and most are available by the glass. Peroni and Moretti highlight the beer list, but are also joined by staples such
as Sweetwater, Terrapin, and Stella Artois.
And be sure to save room for one of their house-made desserts, such as cannolis, tiramisu,
and the decadent crostata con nutella e crema.
Plane tickets are expensive these days. If you can’t take that dream trip to Naples, grab the
family, head to Sapori di Napoli, and experience an Agerola Sunday.

Sapori Di Napoli is located at 314 Church St. in Decatur.
For more information call 404.371.0001 or visit SaporidiNapoliPizzeria.com.
Holiday 2012
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Your health

Best Beginnings for Babies
DeKalb Medical Offers Comprehensive Support for Breastfeeding.

C

hildhood obesity, asthma, allergies, ear and respiratory infections…these
are just a few of the conditions that breastfeeding helps to alleviate or minimize. The CDC continues to confirm that breastfeeding offers significant
health advantages to both the child and the nursing mother. The advantages to
the infant are widely recognized—breastfed babies have fewer doctor visits, hospitalizations and prescriptions—but many moms don’t realize that breastfeeding
lowers their own risk for developing Type 2 diabetes, breast and ovarian cancer and
even postpartum depression.
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With a growing list of incentives for breastfeeding, more mothers are choosing to forgo
formula in favor of feeding their babies the
way nature intended. DeKalb Medical is leading the way to support mothers who want to
breastfeed by becoming one of 90 select hospitals that are pursuing the Best Fed Beginnings
designation. A project to improve maternity
practices in hospitals in the United States to
better support a mother’s choice to breastfeed,
it is being led by the National Initiative for
Children’s Healthcare Quality (NICHQ) through a collaborative funding agreement with the CDC.
This program brings DeKalb Medical closer to its goal of earning the designation of “Baby-Friendly.”
This designation means that a hospital has comprehensively implemented the American Academy
of Pediatrics-endorsed Ten Steps to Successful Breastfeeding, as established in the WHO/UNICEF
Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative. “One of the reasons moms choose to deliver their babies at DeKalb
Medical is because of our internationally-recognized breastfeeding and lactation support programs
that we offer before, during and after childbirth. We are committed
to further supporting breastfeeding with additional training for staff
and enhanced education and support for moms,” affirms Margie

Holiday 2012

Hunter, RN, executive director, Women’s &
Infants Services, DeKalb Medical. “We hope
to become one of the first Baby-Friendly hospitals in the state. Currently there are about
20,000 Baby-Friendly hospitals globally but
only 145 in the U.S.”
Although breastfeeding support is the primary focus of the program, there are other
elements that are also recognized as essential
for optimal health. Jamie Ray, a registered
nurse and internationally board certified lactation consultant at DeKalb Medical, notes
that Best Fed Beginnings is all about the best
practices in maternity care—not just about
breastfeeding. Mothers who deliver at DeKalb
Medical receive the highest standard of familycentered care including skin-to-skin contact
immediately after birth. “Skin-to-skin contact helps babies transition from the womb to
the world. It stabilizes their heart, breathing,
temperature and blood sugar. It’s where babies
were meant to go from birth—to their mother’s skin,” explains Ray. “Rooming in—also
known as couplet care—is another practice
that gets infants off to a good start. The babies
are with their moms day and night and the
same nurse takes care of both of them.”
Ray says there is a focus on facilitating
breastfeeding because that is the normal way
babies were meant to be fed and is the healthiest choice. “Human babies were meant to be
fed breast milk.” Formula is not the same as
breast milk, and there are risks associated with
not breastfeeding. However, this program is
not intended to make a mother breastfeed—
we’re here to give her information and support
her decision.” Ray notes that getting started
with breastfeeding can be challenging for new
mothers because it’s not a routine practice in
our culture. “It’s a learned behavior and most
new moms didn’t grow up watching their
moms breastfeeding a baby brother or sister,
or watching an aunt feeding a cousin. So
prenatal education as well as lactation consultations in the hospital are important. We want
to educate and empower mothers.”
In addition to prenatal education and in-hospital lactation consultations, DeKalb Medical
sponsors a breastfeeding support group. Ray
notes that a lack of knowledge and support
are frequently the biggest hurdles to successful
breastfeeding. “Through our support group,
Baby Talk, moms who are struggling can get
support and advice from other moms who

Four Things
Moms Should
Know About
Breastfeeding

have been where they are. We offer a wonderful
source of woman-to-woman support—they can
be empowered by women who are breastfeeding
their babies just like they are,” affirms Ray.
Women needing help selecting the right
breastfeeding attire and gear appreciate
DeKalb Medical’s Lactation Center at the
Mother and Baby Boutique in the Women’s
Center. This one-stop shop for new mothers, features a full line of Medela products,
including breast pumps for sale or rent
and nursing bras in a wide variety of sizes.
Certified bra-fitters are on hand to assist
new mothers in selecting the appropriate
nursing bra. They also carry competitively
priced camisoles and sleepwear specially
designed for nursing mothers. A lactation
consultant is available to answer questions
about nursing and using a breast pump.
“We’re committed to teaching new
moms and to providing a nurturing environment so that they can provide their
babies with the healthiest possible beginning,” Ray affirms.

For more information about DeKalb Medical’s Best Fed Beginnings program, please contact
Jamie Ray, RN, IBCLC, manager, Obstetric Community Education at 404.501.3050.

DeKalb Medical’s Jamie Ray,
RN, IBCLC, manager, Obstetric
Community Education, has been
helping moms breastfeed for more
than 30 years as a nurse and
lactation consultant. She offers these
four breastfeeding need-to-knows:
1. Breastfeeding is the best way to
feed your baby. It significantly
optimizes health and wellbeing,
while reducing health risks for both
the mother and the baby.
2. Knowledge about breastfeeding
is a must. Take advantage of
available information, training
and support resources.
3. Nearly every woman can
successfully breastfeed her
baby, but it can require extra
support. (Breastfeeding is not
recommended for women who
are HIV positive.)
4. The first week or so may be
difficult, but with time, practice
and patience you can succeed.
Holiday 2012
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your home

Ask the Expert

Q: I live in an older home with front steps, and I wish to stay
here forever. If I or an older family member or friend
can’t climb the stairs in the future, how can I get into or
out of my home independently?

A: This question touches on the subject of aging in place.

Aging in place refers to using products, services and conveniences that allow you to continue living in your present home
as you age and your physical and/or mental abilities change. A
successful aging-in-place solution means that you can continue
to live in the home of your choice safely, independently and with
dignity as you get older. In almost every case, converting your
existing home is far less expensive than moving into an assisted
living community.
Designing a home that will successfully allow you or a family member to continue residing in your current home involves
modifications that can make it safer and more comfortable, and
increase the likelihood of remaining independent. Hiring a contractor who specializes in aging-in-place should be a priority as
these are specialized needs. A good resource is the Atlanta chapter
of the National Aging in Place Council (AgeInPlace.org). Here

50% off 2 Months

*

by Peter Michelson

you will find a resource list of member contractors who specialize
in this area.
At the entrance to the home, options include using a ramp, a chair
lift, or a vertical lift. You will also want to evaluate the following:
• At least one no-step entry with canopy/awning for protection
• Walkway path with minimal slope and at least 36-inch width
• Surface to place packages on when opening the door
• Accessible level doorbell
• Keyless door locks operated by remote control or keypad
• Sensor light at entry aiming at front door lock
• 36-inch wide door (to accommodate 32 inches width)
• Lever-style door handles
• Non-slip flooring in foyer
• High/low peephole viewer
• Ramp to doorway if required

Home. . .

Made Comfortable, Healthy, Efficient

Call on Renewal to pinpoint your home’s efficiency
problems and provide customized improvements
that benefit your home, budget, and family.

The Intown Choice for Self Storage
n Humidity & temp controlled n Over 90 security cameras
n 24 hour surveillance

n FREE truck rental at move-in!

404.378.6962

404.888.9688

RenewalSystemSolutions.com
124 S. Columbia Dr., Decatur

www.spacemaxstorage.com/DL
*Restrictions may apply.
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pet editor’s letter

Hark the Perils!
Holiday Pet Tips

A

s you celebrate the holiday season of 2012, please keep your four-legged family members safe and stress free. The following are some helpful hints to keep the whole family
out of the veterinary emergency hospital and enjoying this time of year together.

1. Your pet ate what?
Holiday decorations can be hazardous. Common yuletide plants such as poinsettias, mistletoe, ivy and holly berries can be poisonous. Tree ornaments and candles can cause choking or
intestinal problems if swallowed. Exposed wiring can electrocute a curious pet that chews on it.
Pets may be allowed to romp through discarded wrapping paper and boxes, however, take care
to remove all ribbons, bows and yarn to prevent ingestion and a possible intestinal blockage.
Pets are not garbage disposals for holiday meal leftovers. Poultry bones can splinter and cause
blockages, chocolates are poisonous, and any sudden change of diet, even for just one meal,
can give your dog or cat stomach pain and diarrhea. This is particularly true for older animals,
whose digestive systems are often more delicate and their nutritional requirements are more
strict. Aluminum foil that has been wrapped around meat and disposable baking pans might be
attractive to a pet, but do not let your companion near these. Ingestion of aluminum foil may
cause vomiting, intestinal blockage or even more serious problems.

2. Oh, Christmas Tree!
A Christmas tree should stand in a flat, wide base. You might also want to anchor the tree with
fishing line tied to drapery rods or the wall. Cats often see trees as fabulous climbing posts.
If your feline shows an interest for this activity, decorate with animal-safe items such as dried
flowers, pine cones or fabric and wood ornaments. You also might want to consider putting the
tree in a room with doors that close. Tinsel and popcorn strands can be deadly to pets, and glass
balls can shatter in an animal’s mouth.

3. Holiday Party Animals…
Crowds of people and holiday festivities can frighten animals. If you plan to entertain, you
must plan ahead on your pets’ behalf. Make sure they have a “safe haven” where they can retreat.
If you are a cat owner, note that a disruption such as the rearrangement of furniture around
the house for the holidays may cause your feline to stop using the litter box. Please remember
that the changes and activity over the holidays can cause an animal stress and anxiety. By taking
proper precautions, you can help your pet enjoy the holiday season as part of the family.

Season’s Greetings to pet parents everywhere!

Treasure Dreher
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Did you remember to
give your dog his monthly
heartworm pill?

Visit The
Village Vets and
ask our team
about a 6 month
heartworm
prevention
injectable that we
can provide.

www.TheVillageVets.com • 404.371.0111
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Decatur pets

Ask the Vet 

by Melissa Finke, DVM

Q. A
 t what point do our pets become seniors? What are the
health concerns often found in geriatric patients? Elise D.
A.

We generally consider our feline
patients to be seniors once they reach the
age of eight. Dogs, due to their varied sizes,
are not quite so simple, but eight years of
age is still a good average. However, smaller
dogs may reach old age three or four years
later than giant dogs. Keep in mind, our
pets age five to seven years for every year of
our life.
You, as an owner, are the key to keeping your senior pet healthy. Prevention is
important. If your dog or cat is overweight,
this extra strain on the body can take years
off of their life. It can lead to diabetes mellitus or arthritis. While it is necessary to
adjust the type and amount of exercise our
pets receive as they age, it is important that
some form of exercise continue. Keep your
pet on flea, heartworm and intestinal parasite protection. The effects of these parasites
can be devastating in the elderly. And, while
you and your veterinarian should discuss
exactly which vaccines are necessary, these

are still important as our senior pets often
have a suppressed immune system. Organ
ailments, thyroid problems, urinary tract
problems, mobility issues, dental disease,
eye diseases, cognitive disorders and masses
are some of the challenges we encounter in
the older cats and dogs.
Our pets cannot speak to us and tell us
that they are feeling ill. Look for changes
in appetite or thirst. One of the first signs
of diabetes mellitus or kidney disease often
is increased water consumption. Inappropriate urination or defecation, vomiting,
diarrhea, coughing, weight loss or gain,
decreased vision or hearing and mobility
problems should all be reason for concern. Look for masses, bad breath and eye
discharge. Seek out the advice of your veterinarian if you notice these signs or any
changes from the norm. Perhaps the signs
are benign or “normal” in an aging pet. But
they could be signs of a bigger underlying
ailment as well.

This leads us to the next recommendation. Have your senior pet examined at least on an annual basis. Your veterinarian will perform a thorough
exam looking for the subtle early signs of a problem. They may also recommend laboratory tests included but not limited to the following:
CBC: This measures red and white
blood cell counts looking for
anemia or signs of an infection.

Chemistry: Changes in enzymes in
this panel may indicate problems
with the liver, kidneys or pancreas.
It may indicate diabetes as well.
Sometimes the abnormalities are
more subtle and trigger your veterinarian to recommend additional
testing in order to investigate.

Urinalysis: This test can be
the key to diagnosing urinary
tract infections, diabetes and
kidney disease.

Thyroid Levels: Aging feline
patients often develop hyperthyroidism which results in an excess
of thyroid hormone and a rapid
metabolism. Canine patients
develop hypothyroidism or low
thyroid hormone production.

Depending on exam findings or laboratory results, additional tests may be recommended. These may include X-rays and ultrasound, blood
pressure check, or a urine culture. Aging is not a disease. However, we need to recognize that with aging come more ailments. Veterinarians and
pet owners can work together to give our pets long, healthy lives. You can contact Dr. Finke at DrFinke@ThevillageVets.com.
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Deck the Hood

The very best plants for your garden
+
Roping
Christmas Trees
Wreaths
Fresh Cut Stems & Berries
Wreath Decorating Workshops in December.

Visit www.gardenhoodatlanta.com for details.

Too much room and
too much stuff,
Yard work, maintenance,
enough is enough!
Need to downsize
but oh, what to do?
Finders Keepers Furnishings
is here to help you!
Bring us your furnishings,
garden items, and art,
They won’t fit in the new space,
with them you must part.
You’ll feel so much lighter
without all those things,
And you’ll LOVE all the moola
selling them brings!

Visit www.fkconsign.com
for great bargains
at all four
Finders Keepers FURNISHINGS
stores!
2753 E. College Ave., Decatur 404.377.1944
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Holiday fun

by Margaret Lunsford

Catch the Avondale Trolley
and Tour the Town

Y

ou can tour the town on a trolley
during the 20th Annual Avondale
Estates Christmas Tour of Homes.
Trolleys will be back in town to transport
you to six of Avondale’s most interesting
homes as well as a Live Nativity, at the
Avondale Estates First Baptist Church, and
The Museum School, in its new location at
the former Forrest Hills Elementary School.
The Holiday Market will feature everything
from Art to Zany gift items while the Market Café will serve delicious soups and hot
apple cider. Mark your calendar for Sunday,
December 9 for this warm and festive event!
The Holiday Market is noon-6 p.m. and the
Tour of Homes is from 3-8 p.m.
One of the greatest things about Avondale
Estates is the mix of old and new…homes
built in every decade—since Avondale began
as one of the country’s earliest planned communities—and the mix of longtime residents
and people who have just moved to town.
This year’s tour showcases this unique element of the community with inclusion of
one of the oldest homes in the city as well as
the newest home in town. The homeowners
include residents who have lived in Avondale
for more than 50 years and those who have
just lived here a few months.
Visit some of Avondale’s loveliest homes,
starting with the English Cottage on Dartmouth Avenue built in the early 20s owned
by longtime Avondale residents Kay and Don
Connelly. Other homes include the home of
Finders Keepers’ Bonnie Kallenberg and lifelong Avondalian Parke Kallenberg built in
the 60s in what was once known as “Majestic Acres.” Around the corner is the home of
Mary Bell and Carolyn Chandler, built in the
late 50s in the California Contemporary style
for the builder’s wife who was from California. An ad for the house proclaimed, “Fans of
Frank Lloyd Wright will love the linear lines
of this house.” Two of the newest homes in
Avondale contain elements of the Craftsman
style. Tricia and Shawn Kowalewski found

one of Avondale’s few remaining lots and built
their lovely home in 2011, while Ilene Rosenfield and Amy Kahn moved in August to their
new Craftsman bungalow built on another of
Avondale’s last remaining lots.
Purchase or pick up tour tickets at the
Avondale Community Club, a historic
structure built as a boathouse on Lake
Avondale in the 1920s. Here you can visit
the festive Holiday Market, featuring great
foods, unique gifts and fun finds. Shop 30
booths to purchase a variety of items such
as handmade jewelry, monogrammed scarves, personalized Christmas ornaments, local honey,
cards, soaps, jams and jellies, baked goods, pecans, grits bits, and cured meats. Be sure to visit
the Authors’ Corner, where you can meet local authors, including Avondale’s own Mary Kay
Andrews, and purchase autographed copies of their works. The holiday café will serve delicious
homemade soups. Come to the market, have a bite to eat and pick up a tour ticket!

Tickets for the tour may be purchased for
$12 in advance at Avondale City Hall,
Finders Keepers Furniture, REAL Salon and
Seventeen Steps or for $15 on the tour day
at the Avondale Community Club. Assure
your place on a trolley by signing up in
advance at various Avondale businesses
or contact Margaret Lunsford at
mplcvl@aol.com. For more information,
visit AvondaleTourOfHomes.com
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Local Business

b y T h e r e s a Wo o d g e a r d
Photography by Corinne Herbst

Custom Jewelry and Unique Art Sparkle
at Alexia Gallery

C

orinne Herbst, owner of Alexia Gallery in Decatur, delights in helping customers
find a unique necklace or a pair of earrings that really speaks to them. “Our clients don’t want to see jewelry they’re wearing on someone else,” Corinne explains.
“They want one-of-a-kind pieces.” Corinne, who is South African born, has been in the
jewelry business for more than 30 years. She is an accredited gemologist and a jewelry
designer with a discerning eye for distinctive, well-made, art pieces. “A hand-crafted piece
of jewelry should look as pretty on the back as it does on the front,” she notes.
“We specialize in custom jewelry design,” says Corinne.
“That includes the repurposing of metals and stones, which
could be theirs, ours or a combination
of both.” The three-step process begins
with the customer’s vision of the
design on paper. Once the
drawing is agreed upon,
a wax model is made so
the piece can be held and
touched before it’s cast into
metal. “The best part is that
custom jewelry is not as
expensive as you might
think,” says Corinne.
Longtime customer Sharyn
Smith, who first met Corinne at
Illumina Gallery in Buckhead, likes
the fact that she is a gemologist and
designer. “The first thing Corinne

A human touch and a human
story are what turn a beautiful
object into a work of art.
– Corinne Herbst

ever did for me was turn an old wedding ring set I’d had since the mid
In addition to jewelry, the gallery is filled with glass, pottery, wood and
70s into a beautiful pendant,” Smith recalls. “I wear it all the time and get
metal works from more than 175 artisans from around the world, all persona lot of compliments on it. She also saved me money by suggesting we
ally chosen by Corinne. Prices range from under $50 to more than $10,000.
use the gold from the band. If more stones are needed for a piece we’re
“When a purchase is made, customers are provided with the artist’s biogworking on, I trust her to choose them because of her formal training.”
raphy, providing an important connection. A human touch and a human
This year marks Alexia Gallery’s seventh anniversary in Decatur. “I
story are what turn a beautiful object into a work of art,” Corinne says.
grew the business by providing personalized
Alexia Gallery also offers on-site appraisservice to customers and building relationals with state-of-the-art equipment, jewelry
ships,” Corinne says. “Everyone who comes
and watch repair, resizing and restringing.
Alexia Gallery is located at 335-B
in the store gets a complimentary ring
Complimentary gift wrapping is available,
West Ponce de Leon Ave. in Decatur.
cleaning and prong check, whether they buy
and customers park free in the lot behind
For more information call 404.373.1969
something or not.”
the building.
or visit AlexiaGallery.com.
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Wine spotlight

b y T h e r e s a Wo o d g e a r d
Photography by Robert James

Naturally Produced Wines and Expert Advice

at Little
Wine Shop

C

hoosing wine to go with dinner, an exotic cheese or a special occasion can
be a lot of fun. It can also be perplexing. What goes with seafood gumbo? Is
there a wine out there that goes with bacon? Does white wine compliment

cheesecake? Should I go for a cabernet, a chardonnay or a Chianti?

Andrew Poor at the Little Wine
Shop in Avondale Estates is prepared
to answer all those questions and many
more. “He has a great palate and understands wine,” says Robert James, who
recently purchased the shop with his
wife Virginia. “Every wine we stock has
been tasted and approved by Andrew.”
Poor, who has extensive experience in
the restaurant field, loves to ask customers what’s on their menus. “I am here
to talk about what wine goes with what
food and to help take the mystery out of
choosing wine.”
Attending a tasting at the wine club
is a good way to try different wines for
a nominal price, and you don’t have to
be a member. Each month, every first
and third Tuesday from 7 to 9 p.m. customers learn about new wines and
sample the six-bottle selection for $10. If you like, join the club, attend the
tastings at no charge and purchase the assortment at a 20 percent discount.
“We specialize in natural wines without additives that are produced
by boutique wineries,” says Poor. “You won’t find our wines at the grocery store or at larger wine stores.
“We firmly believe when you drink wine, you should be able to taste its
history, from the soil it grew in to the region, to the producer,” says James.
“More care and attention and fewer chemicals create a better wine experience.”
The majority of the wines are priced from $10 to $30, and the Little Wine
Shop can special order anything. “If you read about a wine and want to order
it and it’s available, we’ll have it delivered in two days, whether it’s one bottle or a
case,” says James.
The Little Wine Shop also features specialty foods from local shops—such as meats
from Pine Street Market and seasonal goodies from Sweet N’ Sinful bakery. “We
are constantly upgrading and expanding our wine collection and merchandise. Just
because you’ve been in once doesn’t mean you won’t be surprised.”

You
won’t find
our wines at
the grocery
store or at
larger wine
stores.
– Andrew Poor

The Little Wine Shop is located at 100 N. Avondale Road in Avondale Estates.
Hours are Tuesday through Friday, noon to 8 p.m. and Saturday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
For more information call 404.294.3675 or visit TheLittleWineShopAtl.com.
Holiday 2012
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calendar of events

Winter Wonderland:
Celebrations & Traditions
Around the World

November 16 - January 6
The festive exhibition features trees,
displays and other programming in collaboration with local cultural partners to
reveal how people around the world celebrate holidays, events and traditions.
This year, Winter Wonderland also features new programming, including holiday
photo opportunities with the new Santasaurus holiday mascot, a children’s art
exhibition and kid-friendly train rides.
Schedule details and ticket information are
online at fernbankmuseum.org/winter or
by phone at 404.929.6400.

City of Decatur
Christmas Tree Lighting

Thursday, Nov. 29, 7 p.m.
O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree!
Little Shop of Stories is partnering with
other local downtown Decatur businesses
to sponsor the city’s very own Christmas
tree above the shops on East Court Square
in downtown Decatur. The tree will be up
all holiday season, but be sure not to miss
the special Tree Lighting event on Thursday, November 29 in conjunction with
Terrific Thursdays. The event starts at 7
p.m. and will include carols, sweet treats,
and lots of holiday cheer. Come out and
join the celebration!

Decatur Terrific Thursdays

Nov. 8, 15, 29 and Dec. 6, 13, 20
Extended Hours, Deals & Treats
Through Dec. 20
Make Decatur your shopping and dining “mallternative” this holiday shopping
season, especially on Terrific Thursdays in
November and December. You’ll find cool
deals at Decatur’s hottest shops, galleries
and restaurants. Park once and walk around
town. Participating businesses will stay
open late, offering beverages, snacks and
special offers. In December Santa joins the
fun visiting shops and restaurants within
the city limits.
38
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Decatur Candlelight
Tour of Homes

Friday, Nov. 30 and Saturday, Dec. 1
5:30-9:30 p.m. each day of the tour
Tour beautiful Decatur homes and points
of interest. Tickets are $20 in advance; $25
at the door. Proceeds from the tour benefit nonprofit organizations in the City of
Decatur. DecaturTourofHomes.com

Avondale Estates Annual
City Tree Lighting

Monday, Dec. 3
The Avondale Estates Christmas celebration
begins with the lighting of the Christmas
tree located at the intersection of Clarendon Avenue and South Avondale Road.
The festivities start with Boy Scout Troop
6 offering hot dog dinners then The Avondale First Baptist Church begins caroling.
The tree lighting will follow and cider and
donuts will be served. After the tree lighting,
Santa Claus makes a personal appearance to
officially ring in the Christmas season.

20th Annual Avondale
Estates Christmas Tour of
Homes & Holiday Market

Sunday, Dec. 9
Holiday Market: Noon to 6 p.m.
Tour: 3-8 p.m.
Christmas is an amazing time in Avondale Estates, and the 20th Annual Tour
of Homes and Holiday Market add to the
wonderful feeling of the holiday spirit. Take
time to visit the fabulous Holiday Market,
featuring great foods, unique gifts, and fun
finds! The 20th Annual Tour of Homes will
feature homes that have been sensitively
restored or renovated to preserve the character of the historic City. For further details
visit AvondaleTourOfHomes.com

Bonfire and Marshmallow
Roast on the Square

Emory Arts –
Holiday Concerts

Breakfast with Santa

Friday, Nov. 16: Noontime Concert “My Favorite Repertoire”- solo recital of
Chopin, Beethoven and Gershwin by pianist
William Ransom, Artistic Director of the
Emory Chamber Music Society of Atlanta.

Thursday, Dec. 13
Join the community and roast marshmallows around the giant bonfire in downtown
Decatur. Visit Santa in the Community
Bandstand. Sponsored by Decatur Business
Association. Free.

Saturday, Dec.15
Have breakfast with Santa at the Holiday Inn Decatur Conference Center after
he rides in on a Decatur fire truck. Price
includes a commemorative photo with
Santa! Sponsored by Decatur Business
Association and local realtors. Tickets
available online at Decaturdba.com.

The Emory Arts are sponsoring FREE
concerts you do not want to miss at the
Carlos Museum. For more information
visit Carlos.Emory.edu.

Friday, Dec. 7: Noontime Concert
- “Emory’s Young Artists- Side by Side” features some the finest undergraduate music
talent from Emory performing alongside
their artist-teachers.
Sunday, Dec. 9: Family Concert at 4
p.m. - “Santa’s Favorite Chamber Music”
features St. Nick himself commenting on
some of his favorite music by Beethoven,
Tchaikovsky, and Mendelssohn performed by the Vega Quartet. Santa will
have early treats for good listeners!

Holiday 2012
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your money

It’s Beginning to Look
a Lot Like Taxes...
5 Things to Consider Now

A

s the end of the year approaches and we all become
enveloped in the holiday season, HLM would like to
remind you to think about year-end planning. There

are many things that can happen prior to year end, but not after
December 31. Here are just a few things to think about.

by Mercedes M. Pasqualetti,
(Info provided by Accounting Today)

3. If you’re thinking about giving away loser
shares as gifts to relatives, you’re better off
selling them and giving relatives cash. This
approach will allow you to take advantage of
the resulting capital losses. It is, however, beneficial to give away winner shares, as recipients
will likely pay lower tax rates than you would
if you sold them. The same rules apply when
it comes to giving shares to IRS-approved

If you’re thinking about
giving away loser shares as gifts
to relatives, you’re better off selling them
and giving relatives cash.
1. Consider selling appreciated securities this
year while the maximum tax rate on longterm capital gains from 2012 sales in only 15
percent. This favorable rate applies to appreciated securities held for at least a year and a
day before selling. Biting the bullet and selling
some loser securities—those worth less than
you paid for them—before year end can also
be a good idea. The resulting capital losses will
offset capital gains from other sales this year.
2. Consider accelerating income to 2012. It
is often recommended that businesses defer
taxable income to the following year, which
can be done by sending out invoices later
in the year or postponing some deductible
expenses. But this approach is only useful
if you expect to pay a lower tax rate next
year, and with the Bush tax cuts scheduled
to expire at year end, many businesses and
individuals may find themselves paying
higher tax rates in 2013. If this is the case,
then it may be more beneficial to accelerate
some taxable income into this year so that it
can be taxed at the lower rate.
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charities. You can save by selling loser shares
and claiming the capital loss on your return,
and then giving the cash proceeds to charity
and claiming a charitable write-off.
4. Convert Traditional IRA to Roth IRA.
If your traditional IRA still hasn’t recovered
from the 2008-2009 stock market meltdown,
then it’s likely worth much less than it once
was. Correspondingly, the tax hit from converting it to a Roth IRA right now would also
be less. While any tax hit is likely unwelcome,
it may be a small price to pay for tax savings
since future income gains that accumulate in a
Roth IRA will be free of federal incomes taxes,
whereas traditional IRA distributions could be
hit with tax rates even higher than today’s.
5. End of year is an excellent time to do
some tax strategizing and planning. Take
advantage of the tax savings avenues available before it is too late. Consult your tax
preparer prior to year end. If you do not
have a proactive tax preparer, HLM Group
would love to assist you.

This holiday give to
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta,
and ye shall Receive
For a contribution of $50 to
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta,
our mailbox brigade volunteers
will lovingly decorate your
mailbox with a handmade
bouquet of fresh greenery,
berries, pine cones, and a
festive handmade bow.
This also makes a great
gift for family members,
friends, and clients residing
in the Decatur and Druid Hills
neighborhoods. There’s no
better way to usher in the
holiday season.

Order prior to November 30th
by contacting Jo Ann Lata,
joann@turnerwineimports.com,
(919) 271-0106. All orders will
include a red velvet bow unless
a blue bow is specified.

N ATA L I E G R E GORY
Welcome to Your NeW Home

2386 Oak GrOve MeadOw, decatur

227 SuperiOr avenue, decatur

1724 MeadOwdale avenue, MOrninGSide

This spacious six-bedroom, seven-bathroom estate
is located in the enviable Oak Grove Elementary
school district, and is conveniently located to
Emory, CDC, and I-85. The two-story entrance foyer
and living room opens to a grand staircase, private
dining room, and library. The large kitchen, which
opens to a family room with fireplace and built-ins,
features a breakfast area and a breakfast bar with
beautiful granite counters. Upstairs you will find
five bedrooms, each have a private bathroom. The
owner’s suite includes a sitting area, two spacious
walk-in closets, and a bathroom with two vanities,
whirlpool tub, and separate shower. The finished
daylight basement with an interior and exterior
entrance offers a terrific in-law suite with kitchen
area, media room wired for surround sound,
storage room, and even an exercise room.
$789,000

Distinctive new construction inside the shell
of an older historic home, this five bedroom,
four bathroom total renovation incorporates
all the cottage details you dream of from the
magazines. The floor plan boasts three bedrooms
(including the master) upstairs, two additional
bedrooms down (one is currently used as a
study), formal dining room, living room, family
room, sunroom, and immaculate state-of-the-art
kitchen. Entertain under the trees on your slate
back patio in the lush backyard. Best of all, walk to
Clairemont Elementary, restaurants in downtown
Decatur and the park. Details such as period tile,
wainscoting, fine custom moldings, hardwood
floors, double vanities, and even a new claw foot
tub complete the package.
$785,000

This Morningside brick Tudor with arched stone
entrance is sited across from the lovely Noble
Park. This spacious five-bedroom, five- bath
home has been completely renovated. The
luxurious German Leicht kitchen with a sunfilled breakfast area opens to a stone patio and
level, fenced backyard. Kitchen adjoins a family
room and private dining room that connects to
a charming exposed brick sunroom. The formal
living room offers a working fireplace and
leads to the central stairwell. The owner’s suite
includes and sitting area with custom builtin closets, cabinetry, and library shelving. The
well-appointed bathroom has limestone floors,
spa soaking tub, separate stone and glass tiled
shower and custom vanity. Terrace level includes
a guest suite with separate entrance.
$780,900 Under Contract

NATALIE GREGORY, Your Home Marketing Specialist
404 550 5113 direct • 404 564 5560 office
Natalie@NatalieGregorySOLD.com • NatalieGregorySOLD.com
315 West Ponce de Leon, Suite 100, Decatur, Georgia 30030

Each Keller Williams® Realty Office

is independently owned and operated.

721 claireMOnt avenue, decatur

515 cOventry rOad, decatur

131 Fairview avenue, decatur

Tremendous attention to detail in this beautifully
renovated classic bungalow built in 1917 with four
bedrooms and four bathrooms that is sited on
more than 3/4 of an acre within walking distance to
the Decatur Square. The light-filled open floor plan
is perfect for entertaining. Features include ten
foot ceilings, exposed granite walls, tin ceiling, large
windows, stained glass transoms over doorways,
fireplace in living room and bedroom, and vaulted
ceilings in sunroom. The spacious master suite
includes a walk-in closet and master bath with
large shower & custom vanity with granite counter
tops. Kitchen features custom maple cabinets
and butcher block maple counter tops. Terrace
level includes 40 feet of custom bookshelves and
a custom pantry made from the home’s original
bead-board wainscoting. The two car carriage
house with an in-law suite (featuring hardwood
floors and cathedral ceiling) offers an additional
den, full kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom.
$575,000

This renovated and expanded charming brick
cottage with granite foundation is sited on a
hilltop with large windows and great natural
light. The foyer with archways leads to the
living room with handsome fireplace, beautiful
moldings, built-in bookcases. Living room opens
to the dining room and kitchen and leads to a
sunroom currently used as a wine room. The
main level also includes two spacious bedrooms.
The hall bathroom is larger than most and was
renovated to include a spa-like shower and large
vanity. The kitchen with stainless appliances and
granite countertops offers an entrance leading to
the patio and private backyard. The second level
provides a retreat-like master suite with private
balcony, spacious walk-in closet, double vanity
with Carrara marble, separate shower, and spa tub.
$435,000

Located just half of a block from the outstanding
restaurants and shopping of Downtown Decatur,
this classic Craftsman bungalow perched atop a
hill features two bedrooms and two bathrooms.
From the large rocking chair front porch, guests
enter into the formal living room with fireplace
and built-in bookcases. Large light-filled rooms
throughout include the separate dining room,
updated kitchen, butler’s pantry with breakfast
area, as well as the family room with brick floors and
a vaulted wood-beamed ceiling. A central hallway
leads to the master bedroom and bathroom,
second bedroom and a charming guest bathroom
with claw foot tub. Off of the family room and office
nook are permanent stairs to the attic, which is
ready for expansion. Lot also features a fenced, level
backyard. Gleaming hardwood floors and fresh
paint both inside and outside are just a couple of
features that make this home so special!
$389,000 Under Contract

Recently sold
• 129 Lucerne Street, Decatur

• 222 Green Street, Decatur

• 141 Lamont Drive, Decatur

• 433 Burlington Road, Druid Hills

• 1693 Dyson Drive, Druid Hills

• 545 Oakdale Road, Atlanta

• 185 E Parkwood Rd, Druid Hills

• 920 Manor Parc Drive, Decatur

• 1852 Westminster Way, Druid Hills

• 2308 N Decatur Rd, Decatur

• 213 Wilton Drive, Decatur

• The Artisan #323, Decatur

• 220 Willow Lane, Decatur

• The Clifton #310, Druid Hills

Scan our QR Code with your smartphone for
more details about these and other properties.
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when you have cancer,
you want a medical team
that goes beyond.

Michael Quinones, M.D.
Surgical Oncologist
Harvard Medical School
Dana Farber Surgical
Oncology Fellowship

David A. Holladay, M.D.
Radiation Oncologist
American Cancer Society
National Fellowship

Allen Lawhead, M.D.
Gynecologic Oncologist
Fellowship in Gynecologic
Oncology, Memorial SloanKettering Cancer Center

Jayanthi Srinivasiah, M.D.
Medical Oncologist
Fellowship in Hematology
and Oncology at
Emory University

John S. Kennedy, M.D.
General Surgeon
Chairman, Commission on
Cancer Quality Committee

