Festivals
to Fireworks

Summer Fun Indie-Catur

Plus:

Top 10 Outdoor
Dining Destinations
Party at the
Parks on Ponce
Thoughtful
Landscape
Planning

For the communities of Decatur, Druid Hills, Candler Park, Lake Claire, Avondale Estates and Oak Grove

Summer 2017
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Institute Community Oncology Research Program which gives you access to the
latest research and treatments.
Using the latest technology to provide the most effective treatment possible, our
team of physicians, nurses, researchers and support staff is dedicated to your
health and well-being.
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› Board-certified medical oncologists
& hematologists
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› Latest evidence-based treatments
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› Access to groundbreaking clinical trials
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Summer in the City
SCHOOL IS OUT! I am so happy to see children playing around outside in their
yards, instead of lugging their heavy backpacks to and from school. I love this time of
year—running into other families at the pool and around town. I always enjoy walking
to downtown Decatur for dinner, festivals, and shopping, but it’s especially pleasurable in
the warm weather. There is really no place in Atlanta that compares to our city and all it
has to offer. Check out our extensive guide to summer fun indie-catur (page 9) and take
advantage of the many activities available—something for everyone!
If you are looking for a local destination where you can enjoy cool outdoor dining with
family or friends, you’ll want to peruse our picks. On pages 18-20, you’ll find information
on 10 of the best alfresco experiences around. Choose a different destination each week
and work your way through the list.
There are many scenic drives in Atlanta, but the stretch on Ponce de Leon Avenue from
Virginia Highland to Decatur through the Olmsted Linear Parks is hard to beat any time
of year, but especially now while the canopies of the ancient trees are so full and lush.
Sometimes it’s easy to take these gorgeous views for granted, but it is our wonderful neighbors who raise awareness and funds to preserve what Olmsted envisioned. We spotlight the
history and the future of these treasured parks on pages 21-23.
We hope you enjoy this issue and are inspired to immerse and enjoy Decatur this summer.

Brent Cashman
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Carolyn Torres-Mabe
Erin Murphy
Jessica Neese
Denise Pajak
Mel Selcho
Theresa Woodgeard

Decatur Living

Telephone: 404.373.4262
sales@decaturliving.com

Decatur Living is published bi-monthly by Natalie Gregory.
Distribution is a minimum of 14,000 with up to 11,000 being
mailed to households in Decatur, Druid Hills, Avondale Estates,
Candler Park and Lake Claire and Oak Grove. Contents of this
magazine may not be reproduced without written permission
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liability for content of all advertisements. The publisher does
not necessarily share the editorial opinions expressed in Decatur
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reader’s professional advisors.
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Trinity has everything for
the interior of your home!
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Window Treatments • Art • Gif ts • Design Services
116 East Trinity Place • Downtown Decatur • 404.378.0197
trinity-decatur.com • Tuesday – Saturday 10A.M. - 6P.M.
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COVER STORY
by Theresa Woodgeard

Go Local for Summer
Fun Indie-Catur
Be a Tourist in Your Hometown

IT’S SUMMERTIME! SCHOOL is out, and everyone is ready for fun in the sun. This year,
skip the headache of planning and prepping for your family road trip. Instead, explore the wonders
in your own backyard with our guide to summer in The City. You might already know about the
fabulous shops, enticing eateries, and captivating galleries found around the square, but did you
know Decatur boasts its own historic ghost tour, rotating outdoor sculpture gallery, and small secret
doors hidden in plain sight? Walk, bike, or drive downtown with ease—parking decks, bike repair
stations, and water fountains line the way. A quick stop at the Decatur Visitor’s Center may surprise
you. There you can find brochures and information on dining destinations, walking tours, beer
from here, and more! From the family-friendly festivals to the public parks and pools, your very own
hometown is the best place to be. See all our city has to offer at VisitDecaturGeorgia.com.

Summer 2017

DECATUR LIVING

9

The Decatur Box Project
While you’re out exploring, waiting to cross
the street, you’ll notice the City’s grey traffic signal boxes have been transformed into
unique art pieces. The Decatur Arts Alliance partnered with artist Larry Holland
for this initiative. Each artist painted only
one box so there are many of these colorful
pieces throughout Decatur. You can find a
map of the artworks, more about the commissioned artists and what inspired their
designs online at FishboneArtDecatur.com.

The Decatur Artway

Walking Tours
One of the best ways to explore Decatur is
to strike out on foot. Your pedestrian journey is made easy with the aid of colorful,
well-marked crosswalks and wide walkways.
Pick one of the eight tour routes, all created
by locals who know the lay of the land and
are familiar with the City’s many places of
interest. Each path offers a different view
of Decatur and ranges in length from one
to four miles. For example, Decatur Mayor
Patti Garrett created the Mayor’s Walk, a
mile trek that begins in Oakhurst Village at
Kavarna coffee shop and ends with the Universal Joint pub. Along the way you’ll visit
the Wylde Center, Agnes Scott College, the
Old Courthouse on the Square and much
more. Pick up any of the eight free brochures at the Decatur Visitor’s Center at
113 Clairemont Ave. or go online at VisitDecaturGeorgia.com and print them out.

Public Art
Throughout the city you’ll find a growing collection of public art. Look for large
sculptures, murals, and crosswalks painted
with an artistic flair. There is even a collection of miniature doors hidden around the
city. “Public art adds to the pride and pleasure of just being in Decatur,” says Garrett.
10
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This rotating outdoor sculpture gallery
began with five pieces in the northern part
of the city in 2015. “We added five more in
the south part of town in 2016,” says Angie
Macon, executive director of the Decatur
Arts Alliance. The third phase will begin in
the fall of 2017. Each set of sculptures is
on loan for two years, and will be for sale at
the end of that time. A few of the places to
look for them are Harmony Park, the lower
MARTA Plaza on Church Street and West
Hill Street. “As we continue to add pieces
throughout the City, we will become known
as a destination for public art,” says Macon.
To get a personal tour of the pieces, with narration provided by the artists, download the
free Otocast app from iTunes or Google Play.

Decatur’s Secret Doors
“A popular activity for visitors is finding the
miniature secret doors located throughout
the city,” says Sherry Jackman, manager of
Decatur Visitors Center. The project was
organized by artist Larry Holland and funded
by the Decatur Arts Alliance. The miniature
doors are painted by different artists and
placed outside of restaurants and points of
interest such as the Wylde Center. Indulge
in the thrill of the hunt for the tiny doors, or
visit SecretDoorsDecatur.com for a list of the
artists and where to find their doors.
“Living in a vibrant, active, walkable
city, we have ongoing opportunities to meet
friends and neighbors on front porches, at
festivals, in neighborhood restaurants and
at local concerts,” says Garret. “One of my
favorite things to do is look for tiny doors
with my grandchildren when they come to
visit—after eating at one of Decatur’s many
delicious restaurants and having ice cream
afterwards, of course!”

Milagros Mural

Decatur Cemetery

This vibrant mural painted on the MARTA
overpass at West Trinity Place and Atlanta
Avenue is one the largest additions to the
City’s public art display. The project, which
took more than a year to complete, was
painted by the Milagros Collective, mural
and installation artists Felici Aseinza and
Joey Fillastre. Plants and animals found in
the area are worked into the bright painting
featuring intense greens and blues. Beneath
the overpass is an extension of the mural,
a bus stop where children frequently wait,
that features a play area with a hopscotch
board, a four-square ball court, a bench and
a set of wind chimes.

Tour Decatur’s largest green space for a
glimpse into some of the area’s rich history.
The 58-acre park is included in the National
Register of Historic Places. Walkers will spot
headstones and monuments dating from
1827 to the present day. Headstones mark
the graves of soldiers from the American
Revolution, well-known locals such as Col.
George Washington Scott, the founder of
Scottdale Mills and Leila Ross Wilburn, an
Agnes Scott student and pioneer in the field
of architecture as a woman who designed
commercial buildings, homes and apartments throughout the southeast. Guided
tours are conducted by Friends of Decatur
Cemetery volunteers the second Sunday of
every month from May through October.
Or strike out on your own to explore this
special park. To arrange a group tour, email
FriendsofDecaturCemetery@gmail.com.

Looking to the past
The City of Decatur, incorporated in 1823
by the General Assembly is filled with historical points of interest. Highlights include
Decatur Cemetery with grave sites dating
back to the early 19th century, the “Bottom,” later known as Beacon Hill where
Decatur’s African American community
began to settle in 1865, and Agnes Scott
College, established in 1889.

Beacon Municipal Center
Visit the Beacon Municipal Center at West
Trinity Place and Electric Avenue for a look
back at what was once the center of Decatur’s
African American public schools, Herring
Street School, Beacon Elementary and Trinity
High. Today, the Beacon complex consists of
three buildings: the Decatur Police Department and Municipal Court, the renovated
Ebster Gym and Active Living Center, and
the City Schools of Decatur administrative
offices. A museum documenting what life was
like in the Beacon Community and a timeline
of events is in the lobby of the Ebster Recreation Center. DecaturGa.com/Beacon.

Decatur Ghost Tour

Decatur Food Tours

Grab your courage and join other ghost seekers
on an adventure you won’t forget. The tour is
led by Boo Newell, a professional psychic and
medium who is versed in the history, folklore
and culture of the area. “The ghosts are real,”
says Newell who was named Boo by her
mother when she was three days old. Ghost
stops include the Decatur High House, where
one particularly mean spirit hangs out, the old
train depot, the Stuart Roland House, the Old
DeKalb Courthouse and the Decatur Cemetery. Bring your cameras to document orbs
and apparitions, and bring your dog along if
you like. Participants of all levels of physical
ability are welcome. DecaturGhostTour.com.

What could be more fun than joining a
small group for a culinary adventure in a
city famous for its restaurants? Along the
way, you’ll sample Korean, Italian and Latin
cuisines, and learn about the people, culture
and landmarks in the city such as the “Valentine” sculpture on the square. Public and
private tours last about three hours and are
offered in the evening and daytime hours.
Founder Tracy Reddick picked up her love of
international foods while traveling to different countries with her military family. With
its many award winning chefs, Decatur is a
great place to sample cuisine from all over the
world. DowntownDecaturFoodTours.com.
Summer 2017
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generous shallow end for little ones, a shade
shelter, a patio for sunbathing and a snack
area. McKoy pool has beach entry access for
elderly and handicapped residents, a bubble
feature for kids and dedicated lanes for adultonly lap swimming during scheduled times.
Ebster Park Pool, the home of the Decatur
Gators swim team has lap lanes in place
throughout the day, offers swim lessons and
features the City’s only diving board.

Hot Fun in the City

There’s More

Parks and Pools

While you’re going local, be sure and take in
some of the many fun shops around town.
Stop in Decatur CD to browse its unique collection of vinyl and CDs. Shop international,
exotic styles at Boutique Karma or pick up
a handmade clutch out of vintage fabric at
HomeGrown Decatur. Peruse the curated collection of books for young readers and adults at
Little Shop of Stories. And you won’t want to
miss Wild Oats & Billy Goats array of handcrafted items from local and regional artists.
Decatur has long been famous for its great
dining. Try Café Alsace for classic French
dishes such as cassoulet or bouillabaisse. Go
Mediterranean with a meal at Café Lily or
all American at Farm Burger. Slip into the
Kimball House for a handcrafted cocktail and
a plate of fresh oysters or visit Cakes & Ale
for a farm-to-table dining experience. These
are just a few of the many great restaurants in
Decatur. To find a list of all retail stores and
restaurants in Decatur, go to DecaturGa.com.

What would summer be without a dip in the
pool, a romp on the playground or a picnic
under the trees? The City offers plenty of opportunities for outdoor fun in its parks. There are
eight all together plus five community gardens.
Parks range in size from Glenlake’s 17 acres
to Mead Park measuring just under an acre.
The parks are uniquely charming and offer a
range of recreation spaces outfitted for sports
such as baseball, basketball, tennis and volleyball. McKoy offers a skate park, playgrounds,
and large grassy areas for games. Adair, Glenlake and Oakhurst feature special places for
pooches to play and nearly all of the parks have
picnic areas, and many of them are outfitted
with grills. Nature lovers will appreciate a walk
through Woodland Gardens brimming with
native plants, or a visit to the Wylde Center’s
well tended gardens, noisy flock of chickens
and buzzing bees.
Cool off in one of Decatur’s three outdoor
pools. Glenlake is the largest and features a

12
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Nearly every month, the City comes alive
with unique celebrations and festivals. In
Decatur, summertime is especially fun. On
July 4th, everyone is invited to show their
patriotic spirit by joining the Pied Piper
Parade through Downtown, and then at
dusk, enjoy the spectacular fireworks show.
August brings barbecue, blues and bluegrass
together in Oakhurst’s Harmony Park. Enjoy
southern barbeque while listening to local
and national acts and sipping a brew or two.
Labor Day weekend brings the AJC Book
Festival to the Square. Writers, readers, publishers and special speakers will delight book
lovers of all ages. September also brings Concerts on the Square every Saturday evening
and Wednesday afternoon. Bring the whole
family to all of these special outdoor concerts
and events. Find all these happenings and
more at VisitDecaturGeorgia.com.

n

Your Neighborhood Lender
I can make your dream home a reality
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90% Jumbo with no PMI
FHA Financing with 3.5% Down
15, 20, 30 year terms
First Time Home Buyers
Adjustable Rate Mortgages (ARM)
Purchase and Refinance
Home Equity Lines of Credit
Construction and Renovation Loans

Denise Pajak

Vice President, Mortgage Banker

678-799-4167

dpajak@privateplus.com
NMLS# 6191

A Division of the Private Bank of Buckhead
Equal Housing Lender. Copyright 2014 Private Plus Mortgage. NMLS# 758195. Offer of Credit Subject to Approval. Member FDIC. All Rights Reserved.
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YOUR HOME
by Marcy Lee

Play It Safe
This Summer

Protect Your Home While You Are Vacationing

SUMMER HAS FINALLY arrived. This means heading out to family reunions and traveling
here and abroad on vacation. While you’re away, are your belongings protected at home? After
you have packed your bags and planned your itinerary, you should consider how to best protect
your home while on vacation.
Rob Enfinger, a local Allstate Insurance agent, notes that although the majority of your neighbors
are good and trustworthy people, unfortunately there are some out there who try to take advantage
of vacationers. He offers these tips to ensure that when you embark on your journey, you are protected, confident and ready to enjoy summer fun.
1. Don’t make it easy for someone to
rip you off. “While a thief is obviously a person making a bad decision,
they’re not necessarily unintelligent.
Don’t underestimate someone who is
determined to rip you off in one way
or another,” says Enfinger. Think like a
thief, and don’t signal that your home is
unoccupied with mail or newspapers piling up, an unkept lawn or an absence of
lights in the evening. Stash your jewelry
and valuables out of sight.

14
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2. D
 on’t leave your remote garage-door
opener in your car. Even if you are only
going to be gone for a short time, you
should think about the items you leave
in your parked car and how these could
be used by a thief. “If you keep your registration in your car, or any other items
that contain your home address, you’ve
just told the enterprising thief where
you live and provided a way for them to
access your house through your garage,”
Enfinger says. He suggests that removing
the garage door opener from your car can
be particularly important if you are going
to be parking at long-term parking at an
airport—a clear signal that your home
will be left unattended for awhile.

3. Don’t share too much information on
social media. Sometimes it’s tough to
contain your excitement leading up
to a summer trip. When planning for
vacation, Enfinger cautions, “Leave
traveling references off of social media
sites like Facebook and Twitter.” It’s
important not to share too much information with thieves.
No matter what precautions you take,
it is still possible that someone could burglarize you while you are away. Enfinger
and his team have been serving as local
insurance experts in the Decatur area for
nearly five years. He commits to building
personal relationships to understand all
of a family’s needs—whether it be auto,
renters, home or life insurance. “Come
and talk to us,” Enfinger says, “and we’ll
make sure you’re protected from all of
life’s risks.”
For more information,
call 404.537.1343 or visit
Agents.Allstate.com/Rob-Enfinger-Decatur-Ga.html.

We’re back in Decatur!
Our bar features more than
30 different tequilas.

105 Sycamore Place • Decatur, GA 30030

404-373-9383
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direct.404-427-3334
office.404-525-3332
PLEASE CALL FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Please visit our website:

www.hammertimeatlanta.com
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LEGAL SPOTLIGHT
by Brooks Mackintosh

A Gift to Your Children
DECATUR AND SURROUNDING areas are bursting with new and growing families. Parents of young children
have many new responsibilities, not the least of which is setting a long-term plan to guide them into adulthood. An
essential part of this plan is establishing a will to ensure that your children’s personal and financial needs will be met no
matter what challenges lie ahead.

Choosing a Guardian

Managed Responsibility

A will is the only place where parents can make a legally binding
choice of guardians for their children in the event of the parents’
deaths. It is especially important to designate guardians if you think
there may be disagreements about choice of caretakers among family
members, or if you want to make sure your children have the continuity of remaining in their current school and community.

If there is no will, Georgia law states that any
assets left directly to your child will fall under
the child’s complete control when he or she
reaches age 18—not the best timing for a
financial windfall. While a parent or guardian
may manage a child’s assets while he or she is
a minor, the child gains full control and can
spend as he or she wishes upon reaching age 18.
A better alternative is to provide instructions in
a will that the assets will be held in trust for the
benefit of a child (for health, education, and living expenses) until they reach an age when they
can responsibly make decisions for themselves.
The clear provisions you set forth in a will are
an enduring gift to your children while they are
young, upon reaching 18, and into adulthood.

The One-Third/Two-Thirds Law
If you do not have a will, Georgia law states that almost all of
the property passing through your estate will be split between
your spouse and your children. If there are two or more children, the surviving spouse’s share of this inheritance would be
only one-third, whereas the children would share the other twothirds. This is contrary to the intentions of most people, who
would want their husband or wife to receive and control the full
inheritance themselves.

Summer 2017

Brooks Mackintosh,
Certified Estate
PlannerTM, is
an attorney at
Mackintosh Law,
LLC, in Decatur.
For more
information, visit
Mackintosh.Law or
call 404.793.2510.
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DINING SPOTLIGHT
by Mel Selcho

Putting the Fresh in Alfresco
10+ Local Outdoor
Dining Options

IT COULD BE the romance of late sunsets leading to firefly-filled nights, or maybe it’s the
reality of topsy-turvy schedules and untamed bedtimes. From either angle it’s clear that summer
is the season for dining alfresco.
The term comes from the Italian fresco, meaning fresh, though the tradition dates back
to the Medieval period, where people gathered to celebrate and snack before the hunt, and
carries through to American cowboys grilling outdoors during cattle drives in what would
become the barbeque.
Now the choices are abundant, and the good news is that for tonight’s dinner, you don’t need
to leave the city limits to get the best of today’s trending outdoor bites and beverages. Here are
some notables in downtown Decatur:
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1. The Iberian Pig: Nestled in the hub of
lively Decatur square pubs, this eclectic
restaurant proves you don’t have to
choose between culinary creativity and
outdoor ambiance. The sidewalk seating
is both open and private, lit by ambient
light shining from inside the oversize
glass windows of the restaurant and the
flicker of candles on tables under the
stars. Here you can sip from a focused
wine list with emphasis on Spain, Chile
and Argentina and savor traditional
cured meats, Spanish cheese and tapas.
2. Pastries A Go Go: A longtime favorite
since opening its doors in 1995, “go go”
beyond dinner options at this bakeryturned-cafe where breakfast, brunch and
lunch options complement specialty
baked goods and coffee. Find a nearlyhidden garden patio lush with trees and
flowers to eat your way through “one
of the best chocolate chip cookies in
Atlanta” (Atlanta Journal Constitution)
and the Best Biscuit winner (Creative
Loafing 2005).
3. Leon’s Full Service: With a nod to
the “full-service” mantra of yesterday’s gas stations, this locally-loved
hotspot stays completely today with
its seasonally-shifting menu of New
American fare and fixed staples like
hand-cut pomme frites with an array
of sauces. From the pebbled pavement
to the lighted trellis top, the bustling
patio keeps cool all summer long with
the light spray of misters and the chill
of innovative cocktail spritzers.
4. Raging Burrito and Taco: More
is more at this established eatery,
boasting Decatur’s largest garden
patio. Toast the painted Mona Lisa
raising her glass, alluding to the flow
of margaritas, local craft beer, water
from the central fountain, and happy
laughter among friends. The menu
is a discovery of clever inspirations
from a backpacking trip to Mexico,
Asia and Australia.

5. n o. 246: The pasta isn’t the only
thing fresh about Two Four Six, the
Italian-themed restaurant named for its
original Decatur plot. A tree-filled patio,
known as the Backyard, gives dining its
intimate neighborhood appeal, whether
you’re brunching on wood-fired breakfast pizza or revving up a late evening
ping-pong rivalry.

6. Parker’s on Ponce: This independent
keeps the flavor, sizzle and decadence of
classic steakhouse cuisine while turning the
traditional dimly-lit vibe upside down with
an outdoor option unique to its genre. Day
turns to night in this breezy, patio paradise
where tables trade their umbrella shading
for lanterns and overhead strung lights.
Where else but this premier corner location
on the square can you surf and turf fine cuts
under the sun or stars?
Summer 2017
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7. Cakes + Ale: Two patios perfectly define
the array of options at Cakes + Ale and
its affiliated Cafe. The street-front patio is
positioned to deliver a respite for pre and
post MARTA travelers to sit and stay for
an all-day espresso, tea or glass of wine,
and relish a snack from the Cafe. The
French bistro tables and chairs recreate the
essence of Europe in the heart of Decatur.
Mirroring the menu of the award-winning
food of the flagship restaurant, the side
patio offers a more intimate and private
space to enjoy a foodie’s delight of tasty,
yet artful creations.

8. R
 evival and Communion: A Decatur landmark of its own, this old
home keeps Southern roots strong as
farm-fresh ingredients become timeless favorites served family style on a
wrap-around porch. From the moment
you see Adirondack chairs, it feels like
you’ve arrived at the comfort of Grandma’s, complete with her infamous fried
chicken, casseroles and pies.
Old school ideals executed with new
vision, Revival’s backyard Communion
proves the point with a 2017 revamp
to Communion Cantina. A Mexican-

themed food truck replaces last year’s
German Beer Garden and is serving up
tacos, snacks, and a selection of cold
beer, cocktails and slushy drinks. Enjoy
while you can, the plan is to change up
the theme next year, too.
9. C
 oyote’s Mexican Grill: Icehouse
Lofts residents aren’t the only ones
excited about the recent relocation of
this Avondale Tex Mex favorite. The
Friday mariachi band and streaming
margaritas are the spice that liven its
sunny patio and covered porch. Casual
crowds rave about bottomless chips
and salsa and tasty tacos.
10. It Takes a Village: The sequel to the
open-air flair of downtown Decatur
is Oakhurst, where newcomers like
Scout, Oakbrew Pub, and The Imperial are making a scene. In addition, a
$1.5 million project of local and federal funds transformed the streetscape
in the village. Local hangouts like
Universal Joint, Kavarna, Steinbecks,
Mojos, and Mezcalitos deserve a
shout-out for making the most of
the expanded sidewalks and maxing
out open-air capacity. The result:
weekends and holidays of lively community activity just across the tracks
from the downtown action.
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YOUR COMMUNITY
by Sandra Kruger
Photography by Marc del Santro, Randy McDow, Julia Purser

Olmsted Linear Park
Alliance Celebrates
20th Anniversary
NOT SO LONG AGO, residents and commuters had an
unremarkable vista driving to and from downtown Atlanta along
the Ponce de Leon corridor. What we recognize today as the beautiful “green gem” of Druids Hills—Olmsted Linear Park—was a
dilapidated, worn and neglected area. It was not a place to bring
your kids or to walk your dog on a summer evening.
But, after 20 years of investment and nurturing by the Olmsted
Linear Park Alliance, Olmsted’s legacy has been revitalized. This
historic park is now recognized as one of Atlanta’s best urban greenspaces, and it provides a highly utilized bicycle and pedestrian link
between Decatur and Freedom Park and the Beltline. That’s due in
great measure to the support of area residents who appreciate this
historical park and want to ensure its health for future generations.

A Little History
Olmsted Linear Park was designed by the father of American landscape architecture, Frederick Law Olmsted, who is responsible for
many beautiful landscapes including Central Park in New York.
While Olmsted was working on the Biltmore House landscape in
Asheville, NC in the late 1880s, Atlanta businessman Joel Hurt
commissioned Olmsted to work on a land plan for his new development, Druid Hills. Olmsted agreed and designed the 45-acre
Olmsted Linear Park, with its six segments, from 1890 to 1893 as
the central corridor for the proposed Druid Hills neighborhood.
Olmsted died before the park’s completion, but it was finished
by his firm and overseen by his sons. Olmsted’s original concept
was to build two lakes, but because concerns about diseases such
as TB and malaria, the lakes were never built. The land plan also
conceived of a grand hotel and a community clubhouse on the site
of today’s Druid Hills Golf Club, neither of which were ever built.
One area of the park that was particularly of interest to Olmsted
was the segment he named Deepdene for its old-growth trees and
sylvan setting with a stream running through it. You might recognize it today as the forest adjacent to a soccer field at the north
end of the park, on the left as you head towards Decatur. Recently,
the 22-acre Deepdene segment was one of 14 Atlanta old-growth
forests to be inducted into the Maryland-based Old-Growth Forest
Network, receiving national recognition. The forest is also home
to a champion white oak tree that dates to the Revolutionary War.
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Atlanta is the only city in the Southeast
with a neighborhood park designed by Olmsted. Someone once said of Olmsted Linear
Park, “These park segments are considered
masterpieces, produced by a great artist, an
artist whose canvas is the earth and who uses
trees and shrubs as his medium of choice.”
But, later, the park would come under
siege and its survival would be razor close.

Overcoming the Odds

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING THE PARTY
FOR THE PARK ON PONCE GALA

OLPA extends a special thank you to all hosts, donors, friends, volunteers, and
sponsors: Fernbank Museum of Natural History, Atlanta Gas Light, MailChimp,
Affairs to Remember Caterers, Canterbury Press, Keller Knapp Real Estate &
Consulting, NewFields, Tunnell & Tunnell Landscape Architects, CSX, GA Chapter
of the American Society of Landscape Architects, Paris & Associations, Natalie
Gregory Sold and Personal Care. We also want to thank Barry Golivesky, our
graphic designer, who donates an incredible amount of talent to make sure the
event looks great. Many thanks go out to our photographers Randy McDow and
Carolyn Bays for capturing the beauty and the elegance of the gala.
If you want to see what you missed, check out OLPA’s website at
AtlantaOlmstedPark.org/Feature/OLPA-Gala/. Thank you for your commitment
to ensure that our neighborhood park continues to thrive and serve as a vibrant
sanctuary for all to enjoy.
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In 1957, a Stone Mountain Expressway was
proposed by the Highway Department in
Georgia. The highway was to connect the
suburbs 20 or more miles east of Atlanta to
downtown, and was conceived as a limited
access “commuter road” that would allow
people living far outside the city to travel to
workplaces in Atlanta.
Early plans called for the expressway to
follow the path of the Olmsted Linear Park
in Druid Hills, paralleling or incorporating
Ponce de Leon Avenue, right through the
heart of Druid Hills and on to the area now
occupied by Scott Boulevard. The Druid
Hills part of the plan made sense to road
builders. There was nothing to demolish in
the linear park, because the park land had
no homes, businesses or other structures.
Plans for an expressway through Druid
Hills along Ponce de Leon avenue were
detailed over the years. Then, in 1981, the
expressway morphed into a way to connect the planned Carter Center Library to
downtown Atlanta. The in-town neighborhoods responded.In September of 1982, a
group of citizens from neighborhoods surrounding the proposed expressway banded
together to form CAUTION (Citizens
Against Unnecessary Thoroughfares in
Older Neighborhoods.) CAUTION began
to raise money to fight the road through the
judicial system and by informing residents
of the neighborhoods about what they
could expect once the road was built.
Another group formed in 1982 that was
instrumental in fighting the road. That was
the Olmsted Parks Society of Atlanta, Inc.
Organized by Sally Harbaugh, who lived
in a home overlooking Dellwood Park, the
Olmsted Parks Society concentrated on
educating the public about the importance
of Olmsted and his work, conducted significant research on the Olmsted Park in Atlanta
and brought Olmsted scholars to Atlanta to

lead presentations on his work. Members
spent a considerable amount of time attending Georgia Department of Transportation
meetings and making statements about the
detrimental impact the proposed road would
have on the Olmsted Linear Park and the
Druid Hills neighborhood.
Both CAUTION and Olmsted Parks Society of Atlanta benefited from the support of
elected officials. Most notable was Congressman John Lewis, who attended many rallies,
wrote letters and made anti-road speeches.
After a decade of passionate work by
surrounding neighborhoods and dedicated
residents, in 1991 DeKalb County Superior Court Judge Clarence Seeliger signed a
memorandum to stop the road and save the
historic park and in-town neighborhoods.
As was said by Margaret Mead, “Never
doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

The Revitalization Begins
After the resolution of the road fight, a
master plan was implemented to bring the
historic Olmsted Linear Park back to its
former glory…and maybe even beyond.
Through the efforts of many interested parties, including the Olmsted Parks Society of
Atlanta, the Druid Hills Civic Association
and Park Pride Atlanta, a master plan was
completed in 1996. The City of Atlanta,
DeKalb County and Fernbank Inc. adopted
the plan in 1997.
As part of the master plan, the Olmsted
Linear Park Alliance (OLPA) was formed
in 1997 to execute the plan, rehabilitate
the grounds and assume responsibility for
stewardship of the park. Tally Sweat was
named OLPA’s first president and a board
was formed to undertake the work—one
park segment at a time.
After 20 years—with the help of individual contributions, foundation grants
and local and federal funding—more than
$10 million has been raised and invested
in bringing the Olmsted Linear Park back
to life and its original intent. Hundreds of
trees and shrubs have been planted, utility
lines have been buried, old growth trees
have been treated, turf has been restored,
pedestrian paths and signage have been
added, correction of storm water and erosion problems addressed and much more.

The Legacy Continues
This beautiful 45-acre park and old growth
forest exists today because neighbors and
residents spoke out and then worked diligently to bring this historic jewel back to
the beautiful, lush oasis we all enjoy today.
All of this would not be possible without
tireless efforts of neighborhood leaders such
as Sally Harbaugh and Tally Sweat, community and government stakeholders and
many more. “We want to extend sincere
gratitude to everyone who was involved in
helping to create a green, urban oasis for
children, dog walkers, exercise enthusiasts,
cyclists and those who just want to commune with nature in this park,” sas Toby
Brooks, OLPA president.
“This year, OLPA celebrates its 20th
Anniversary and what better way to kick
it off than with the Party for the Park on
Ponce Gala Benefit in February,” notes
gala chair, Kate Seville. At this year’s event,
OLPA presented three awards to individuals
who have worked emphatically to support
their community and the rehabilitation
of the park. The Frederick Law Olmsted
Award of Excellence was presented to Fentress and Jim Waits, who live in the Druid
Hills neighborhood and have both served
on the OLPA board. Gale Walldorff, a
former DeKalb County commissioner, was
presented the Olmsted Award for Public
Service, and Tally Sweat, OLPA’s founding
president, received the Olmsted Lifetime
Achievement Award.
The evening was a tremendous success,
raising more than $75,000 for the ongoing
enhancement and preservation of the park,
including OLPA’s “tree sustainability project”, which allows OLPA to monitor and
treat old growth trees throughout the linear
segments. Many of the Olmsted trees are
more than a hundred years old.
OLPA will continue its 20th celebration
with a Garden Party in the park on Saturday,
June 17. Guests will enjoy tasty bites from
local restaurants, acoustic music and games.
Bring your picnic blanket or camp chair to
catch up with your friends and meet new
neighbors. The festivities begin at 5 p.m.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS –
GARDEN PARTY
IN THE PARK

OLPA will continue its 20th
celebration with a Garden Party
in the park on Saturday, June 17.
Guests will enjoy tasty bites from
local restaurants, acoustic music
and games. Bring your picnic blanket
or camp chair to catch up with your
friends and meet new neighbors.
The festivities begin at 5 p.m.

For more information about the park and how you can volunteer or contribute to its future
sustainability, please visit AtlantaOlmstedPark.org.
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Avondale
Children’s
Choir

A Community Choir of Excellence,
Artistry and Musicianship
130 singers in three choirs - Ages 7 to 18!

The ACC has
performed with
• Atlanta Opera Workshop
• DeKalb Choral Guild
• DeKalb School of the Arts

Half-day
Camp

Math
Enrichment

SAT
Prep

Homework
Help

Sunny, with 100%
chance of success.
We make math make sense.

• Decatur Civic Chorus

Enroll now for
sessions or camp!

• Distinguished Concerts
International New York
Concert for Treble Voices at
Carnegie Hall in June 2016!

Mathnasium of Decatur

404-974-4690

Visit our website for more information or to schedule an audition

mathnasium.com/decatur

www.avondalechildrenschoir.com

1248 Clairmont Road #3C
Decatur, GA 30030
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Full festival
schedule inside
page19

Music in the Air
and on The Square
Amplify Decatur Music Festival, June 18th

Plus:

Stay-Cation Suggestions
Travel Tips
Mortgage Advice
And more!
For the communities of Decatur, Druid Hills, Candler Park, Lake Claire, Avondale Estates and Oak Grove
For the communities of Decatur, Druid Hills, Candler Park, Lake Claire, Avondale Estates and Oak Grove

Summer 2016
Summer 2016

And more!
Mortgage Advice
Travel Tips
Stay-Cation Suggestions

Call today to place your advertisement
Plus:

404.373.4262
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YOUR NET WORTH

5 Tips for Winning the Bidding War
WITH INVENTORY LOW and
demand for Decatur homes high, many
buyers find themselves repeatedly losing the
bidding war. Here are ways to give yourself
an edge.
1. Have a Pre-Approval Letter in hand. A
Pre-Approval means you have already
provided your lender with your income,
assets and credit documentation well
before you search. Then have it customized for that offer.
2. O
 ffer an unusual price. If a home is
listed for $749,900 most buyers will offer
in $5,000 increments. So there may be
two offers at $745,000. Try an offer such
as $746,000 or $747,600 and that extra
$1,000-1,600 may put you on top.

by Denise Pajak

3. A
 void contingencies if you can. The
more strings you attach to your offer,
the less attractive it becomes, regardless
of your price.
4. U
 se a Realtor. They can help you determine the fair market price of the house
and guide you with your offer so you
don’t overpay or under bid.
5. M
 ake decisions quickly. Know what
you can and cannot compromise in your
dream house wish list. Act quickly, even
if it’s a weekend.
Being victorious in this competitive market means you need a team of pros on your
side who are willing to work outside normal
business hours. That little extra effort and
these tips will be your advantage.

Denise Pajak (NMLS#6191) is a vice president and mortgage banker at the Private Bank of Decatur (NMLS#758195). She can be reached at 678.799.4167.

Protect the home you love.
If you need home coverage, I can help.
I live and work right here in our community. I know what the
homes are like in the area. So I can offer advice you can trust
to help you get the protection that ﬁts your needs.
If you’re ready to talk home insurance or need some advice
about protecting all that’s important to you, call me today.

The Rob Enfinger Group
404-537-1343
1400 Scott Boulevard
Decatur
renﬁnger@allstate.com

© 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

187809

P.S. Call me today.
I’ll make you feel right at home.
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YOUR LANDSCAPE
by Jessica Neese

Grading, Hardscape and Lighting!
There is More to Landscape Than Plants
PLANNING A LANDSCAPE project
can be a daunting task, especially for new
homeowners with little outdoor project
experience. Trees, shrubs, grass and flowers are the first elements that come to mind
when considering a landscape. However,
there are many other aspects besides plants
that can enhance your landscape and ensure
the success of your landscape implementations. Site work consisting of grading and
drainage is a key element in landscaping
as are hardscapes such as terraces, fire pits,
outdoor kitchens and fountains that provide entertainment spaces and focal points
of interest. Underground irrigation systems
provide automatic watering during Atlanta’s
hot summers and support most professional
plant warranties. Outdoor lighting transitions the beauty of the day into the night.
Understanding the full scope of landscape
possibilities can help you budget and create
a final project that meets all of your criteria.

Grading and Drainage
When completed correctly, grading and
drainage will save resources and prevent
headaches. Because of the non-porous
nature of Georgia red clay, water does
not percolate through the soil easily like
soils with sandier compositions. Grading
involves contouring the elevations of the
land to ensure that water moves in desired
directions. The primary goals are to prevent
water from sitting on one place too long
(causing root rot and attracting mosquitoes)
and to move water away from structures to
prevent basements flooding.
When grading alone cannot be utilized
to move water, various drainage methods
can be used. Gutters downspouts should be
tied into underground pipes and routed away
from structures. Surface drains such as drain
boxes can intake larger amounts of water and
26
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route it away. French drains are subsurface
drains that use beds of gravel and perforated
pipe to collect standing water and direct it
to a desired area. Area drains can be used for
larger areas when grading alone cannot move
the water. Correct grading and drainage
implementation in the beginning phase of
your project can prevent problems that may
require you to rework your landscape.

Hardscapes
Hardscapes extend interiors by providing
additional spaces for entertainment and
leisure. Terraces built using stone or pavers
offer additional seating space for lounging
and dining. Firepits and fireplaces become
gathering spaces. Outdoor kitchens with gas
or charcoal grills extend cooking options,
and appliances such as refrigerators, icemakers, and wine coolers can also be used
outdoors. Adding buffet and bar counters
expands serving space in your outdoor
kitchen. Most hardscapes must be permitted
with the local municipality. It is important
to work with a professional who under-

stands the permitting process to avoid costly
mistakes. Recently, cities have implemented
specific lot-coverage allowances to manage
storm-water runoff. Unauthorized building
can result in fines and project shutdowns.

Irrigation and Lighting
Low-voltage systems such as underground
irrigation and outdoor lighting have become
staples in many landscape projects. Irrigation should ideally be installed after grading
and drainage but before planting. Irrigation
systems provide automatic watering as specified by a master controller. The technology
of irrigation is rapidly developing with the
emergence of Wi-Fi systems that update
time changes automatically, alert you of
potential failures, and adjust watering based
on weather patterns. Smart phone applications are available to make adjustments to
the systems using an app or internet site.
Outdoor lighting extends the daily enjoyment of your landscape into the evening,
accenting your homes architecture and
landscape design. LED lights have replaced

halogen to provide energy savings and fewer
maintenance visits because of their longer
lifespan. Fixtures are available in various
finishes such as brass, copper, black and
other specialty finishes. Well known fixture
types include path lights, uplights for trees
and architecture and downlights for highlighting areas of interest. Outdoor lighting
has also evolved in the past few years. Like
irrigation, lighting now has Wi-Fi options
to adjust for time changes and provide the
ability to switch on lighting with a smart
phone app. Lastly and importantly, outdoor
lighting provides additional safety for guest
navigating the garden and security at night.
Landscape is more than planting—it
takes careful planning and execution using
professionals who know the necessities and
opportunities that outdoor living offers.
Jessica Neese is a landscape expert and the
controller and director of client development
at In Bloom Inc. For more information,
visit InBloomLandscaping.com or call
404.373.0023.
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Estate Planning
• Wills & Trusts
• Probate
•

As your family grows, or you prepare for
retirement, it’s important to have a plan.

One West Court Square, Suite 410, Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 793-2510 • Brooks@Mackintosh.law
www.Mackintosh.law
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
by Erin Murphy

Frasier Center Grandparents Give Back
WALKING THE HALLS of most high
schools, you would not expect to see a rolling buggy of toddlers or babies, but you just
might see that at Decatur High School. The
young students are enrolled at the Frasier
Center, an early learning center embedded
in the building. Started in 1991 by teacher
Jenna Black, the child development center
was designed to help keep teen parents in
school and to reduce the teen pregnancy
rate at the high school.
“I believed that if we provided childcare,
mentoring, and one-on-one case management to each teen parent that we could
change lives, and we did,” Black says. “In
1996, we had 46 teen parents, and today we
have zero at the Frasier Center. As our teen
parent numbers reduced, our school system
saw an influx of new teachers
with young families.” The Frasier Center now serves children
of CSD teachers and staff as
well as Decatur residents, and
has become not only an integral part of the school but of
the surrounding community.
Local Decatur residents and
grandparents Bill and Patricia
Shropshire have witnessed firsthand the exemplary care their
grandchildren have received at the Frasier
Center in large part from Regina Presley,
who retired last year after 11 years at the center. Their grandson, Ogden Swett, attended
the Frasier Center as a baby until he “graduated” to College Heights at the age of four,
and his baby sister, Mila, currently attends.
“It’s difficult to let others care for our babies
when they’re so young,” Patricia Shropshire
says. “But Ms. Regina puts parents’ minds at
ease. She epitomizes the kind of nurturing
and care the Frasier Center offers.”
On the occasion of Presley’s retirement,
the Shropshires and their daughter and sonin-law, Kate and Eric Swett, felt it was a
perfect time to honor the Frasier Center and

Photo Left: Regina Presley, longtime caregiver at the
Frasier Center in Decatur, retired in 2013 but still
substitutes there regularly.
Photo Below: Bill and Patricia Shropshire with
their daughter, Kate Swett, decided to create a
scholarship fund in honor of Regina Presley.

its mission, and to give back to the organization
that has provided such excellent care for Ogden
and Mila. Their gift of $30,000 to the Decatur
Education Foundation created a fund named
for Presley that will award tuition grants to lowincome families in our community.
The Shropshires believe that the entire community benefits from a strong educational start
for our youngest learners, and they wanted to
ensure that families in need had access to the
quality care of the Frasier Center.
They brought their idea to Gail
Rothman, executive director of the
Decatur Education Foundation, a
local organization which connects
resources in the community to the
needs of children in Decatur. She
says, “We are so grateful whenever
a member of our community wants
to give back. Early childhood is the
foundation of a child’s education,
and the Shropshire’s investment will
help Frasier Center’s babies establish a strong start.” Bill Shropshire wholeheartedly agrees. “All
of the children in Decatur should have access to an open, diverse and caring daycare center like
the Frasier Center with loving caregivers like Ms. Regina,” he adds. “It is our hope that this fund
serves as the beginning of something bigger that will impact young families for years to come.”
Even though Presley retired last year, she can’t stay away from her babies—she continues to substitute regularly at the Frasier Center. The week she retired, she sent a thank-you note to every parent
that said in part, “Thank you for entrusting your child with me. Thank you for allowing me to love
on them and freely allowing them to love me back. I know that it is not easy to release your most
precious gift to someone else, but I want you to know that they poured love into my life daily.”
With the generous help from the Shropshire and Swett families, the Regina Presley Fund
will make the loving environment at the Frasier Center accessible for some local families who
otherwise could not afford it. And maybe from time to time, they too will get to feel the love
and support from “Ms. Regina.”
To learn more about the Regina Presley Fund and the other programs DEF supports,
visit DecaturEducationFoundation.org/Programs.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Beach Meets the Street Decatur Beach Party
June 16 • 5-11 p.m.
What do you get when you combine the
Decatur Beach Party, a cultural community festival, and the Brick Store Pub’s 20th
anniversary? An exciting, beach-themed,
performance-rich celebration, now known
as Summer in the City…Where Beach
Meets the Street. Come and celebrate this
new take on the annual Decatur Beach Party,
featuring pop-up cultural performances, a
special Brick Store Beer Garden experience,
and much, much more. Admission is free to
the community. DecaturDBA.com

2017 Beer Garden + Silent
Auction in the Garden
June 24 • 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Wylde Center’s Beer Garden + Silent Auction Fundraiser features some of metro
Atlanta’s best breweries and a selection
of food from local restaurants amidst
beautiful Oakhurst Garden. All proceeds support Wylde Center’s mission
of cultivating vibrant green spaces and
inspiring communities of environmental stewards. Live music, beer tastings
from local craft brewers, silent auction
offering vacation getaways, restaurant
gift certificates and more! Member tickets are $40/ and $45 for nonmembers.
WyldeCenter-BeerGarden.SquareSpace.com

4th of July Celebration in Decatur
Parade • 5:30 p.m.
Concert • 7 p.m.
Get on your feet and join the Pied Piper
Parade as it makes its way through downtown Decatur on July 4. Gather friends and
family, ride your bike, walk or skate in this
community parade—it’s for anyone and
everyone! Parade lineup is at 5:30 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church of Decatur, 308
Clairemont Ave. Pedestrians should gather
on the lawn, and vehicles will line up in the
parking lot.
The parade begins at 6 p.m. The Concert on the Square starts at 7 p.m. in the
Community Bandstand and features the
Callanwolde Concert Band. Fireworks
begin at dark (approximately 9 p.m.). And
don’t forget your red, white and blue!
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Decatur BBQ, Blues &
Bluegrass Blues Festival
August 12
The 17th annual Decatur BBQ Blues &
Bluegrass festival is set for Saturday, August
12. Once again you can enjoy the sights,
sounds, and smells of classic Southern barbecue from metro Atlanta staples along with
7+ hours of original live blues and bluegrass
music from aspiring and accomplished
local/regional/and national acts. The event
is located in the heart of Oakhurst. This is a
family friendly event that is fun for all ages.
Kids 12 and under are FREE. The event
benefits the Community Center of South
Decatur by supporting educational programs, community events and providing
grants to other non-profit groups in the city
of Decatur. DecaturBBQFestival.com

4th of July Celebration
in Avondale Estates
Parade • 9:15 a.m.
Concert • 7:30 p.m.

AJC Decatur Book Festival
September 1–3

Avondale Estates residents and friends come
together to enjoy a full day of 4th of July festivities, including a parade and fireworks at Lake
Avondale. Join the parade lineup at 9:15 a.m.
at DeKalb School of the Arts; Enjoy hot dogs,
drinks and snacks at 5 p.m. followed by a concert
at 7:30 p.m. and end the evening with fireworks
at dusk. Avondale Estates is truly a blast on the
4th of July.

The AJC Decatur Book Festival is the largest independent book festival in the country
and one of the five largest overall. Since its
launch, more than 1,000 world-class authors
and hundreds of thousands of festival-goers
have crowded the historic downtown Decatur square to enjoy book signings, author
readings, panel discussions, an interactive
children’s area, live music, parades, cooking
demonstrations, poetry slams, writing workshops, and more. DecaturBookFestival.com

3rd Annual Sips & Small Plates
August 26 • 7-11 p.m.

Avondale Estates Farmers Market
Sundays, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Please Join us for our 3rd annual, adults only
event at the Historic Solarium in Decatur!
Dancing and fellowship with your friends and
neighbors to help preserve this amazing facility is the perfect way to wind down from the
summer and get geared up for fall. You’ll find
wonderful raffle items and the bourbon and
tequila tasting tables are always a bit hit! We’ll
have more formal invitations coming soon, but
for now mark your calendar! TheSolarium.com

Sunday, Funday! Get your week off with a fresh
start at the Avondale Estates Farmers Market,
an outdoor farmer’s market with various local
vendors selling fruits, veggies, eggs, cheese, meat,
baked goods, prepared foods, coffee, pasta, jam,
sweet treats, handmade goods, and more. The
market is located in the parking lot of My Parents’ Basement, 22 North Avondale Road, and
will be open each Sunday through October 29.
AvondaleEstatesFarmersMarket.org
Summer 2017
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YOUR MONEY
by Carolyn Torres-Mabe and Jennifer Gibbs

Mediate Before
Filing for Divorce
WHEN SOMEONE IS ready to file
for divorce, many factors need to be considered, and overall, the whole process can
seem overwhelming. The legal process is
foreign to most people, and court forms
with legal language can be intimidating
and daunting to an ordinary person. Courts
require and expect a person filing his or her
own divorce to submit the information as
accurately as an attorney. A non-attorney
filing a divorce action with the Court may
commit unintentional mistakes, and omissions can occur if a person files paperwork
without legal representation. Also, the
law requires that certain specific issues be

addressed with adherence to Georgia statutory requirements, such as parenting time,
child support, and debt liability. Not only are
these matters complex, the legal process for
filing the divorce can be complicated as well.
There are specific legal forms and requirements for initiating the divorce, and there
always is a possibility of court appearances.
The stress of a divorce is great enough
without adding the unfamiliar and technical
component of law and court. Unfortunately,
the costs associated with hiring an attorney
to handle a divorce case, draft the necessary
formal documents, and appear in court can
be cost-prohibitive for many people.

If you or someone you know is ready to
get divorced, ask if mediation would be the
best first option. Mediation is a non-confrontational and confidential process in which a
trained mediator guides divorcing couples
through the legal issues that must be addressed,
presents possible ways to resolve those issues,
and helps the couple reach a mutually-agreedupon resolution. Mediators are neutral, which
means that they do not advocate for either
person. Also, mediations can be conducted in
one room or in separate rooms depending on
each person’s level of comfort.
Most divorce cases will settle, or reach a full
resolution, in mediation. At the end of a successful
mediation, the mediator will create a document
outlining the agreed-upon terms for both people
to sign. This mediated agreement can then be
used to draft the formal documents needed to
file the divorce as an uncontested legal action—
meaning that all issues have been resolved.
Mediating a divorce or other domestic law
matter prior to filing a case in the court system is an expeditious and cost-efficient way
to handle your issues without an exorbitant
amount of legal fees.
Gibbs & Mabe regularly represent clients
in mediation and are available to serve as
the mediator. Call 404.692.5846 or visit
GibbsMabe.com to schedule a consultation
regarding mediation.
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N ATA L I E G R E GORY
WELCOME TO YOUR NEW HOME

627 SYCAMORE STREET, DECATUR

227 SUPERIOR AVENUE, DECATUR

937 DERRYDOWN WAY, DECATUR

Steps from vibrant Decatur Square, on historic
Sycamore Street, this classic turn-of-the-century
Victorian manor delivers authentic elegance,
exquisite craftsmanship, and timeless details
throughout its four bedrooms and three-and-a-half
bathrooms. An idyllic wrap-around porch unveils a
parlor entryway with original fir millwork. Twelve
foot ceilings and heart-pine floors frame a gorgeous
formal dining room with bay window. A picturesque
library adjoins a formal living area, each with a
custom fireplace. Tall windows encase an expansive,
light-filled family room with office nook and kitchen
with breakfast area, stainless steel appliances, and
walk-in pantry. Upstairs, a spacious master retreat
offers his and her closets, garden tub, separate
shower, and private balcony overlooking a stunning,
forty-foot lap pool with brick patio. Entertain or
unwind on the expansive, tree-lined screened
porch, with fenced, backyard access. A beautiful
Italian garden with palm and cypress trees, outdoor
shower, two-car carport, and one-car garage with
workshop, complete this Intown oasis.
$1,189,000 (UNDER CONTRACT)

Don’t miss this fully-renovated cottage in the heart of
Decatur’s coveted Great Lakes neighborhood. Walk
to schools, parks/pools, and all the shops, restaurants,
and festivals downtown Decatur offers. This home
seamlessly mingles period details with modern
amenities, boasting beautiful built-ins, sound system,
and ample storage throughout five bedrooms and
four bathrooms. A formal living room with original
fireplace surround leads to a dining room with
tray ceiling. The large family room with gorgeous
stone hearth opens to a stunning chef’s kitchen
featuring breakfast bar, farmhouse sink, top-of-theline appliances, and French door access to a fenced
backyard. Study or play in the sun-soaked solarium.
A bright master suite offers spacious walk-in closet
and spa-bath with claw foot tub and rainfall shower.
Entertain with ease on the stone patio and large,
detached screened porch.
$929,000

Resting along the crest of Winnona Park, steps
from downtown Decatur, this stunning custom
build by Domain Custom Homes boasts five
bedrooms and four bathrooms throughout
stylish interiors. The modern board-andbatten farmhouse delivers an open floorplan
embellished with ten-foot ceilings and oversized
windows. A gourmet kitchen opens to a spacious
family room overlooking a screened porch and
private, level backyard. The main level offers
a guest suite, while the second floor delivers
three additional bedrooms and a graciously
sized owner’s retreat. Unwind in the chic, spalike master bath with oversized separate shower
and free-standing soaking tub. A convenient
home office delivers a separate entrance, while a
detached two-car garage provides ample storage.
$899,000

M E T R O AT L A N TA

Each Keller Williams® Realty Office

is independently owned and operated.

221 OAK LANE, DECATUR

1772 RIDGEWOOD DRIVE, DRUID HILLS

1115 S. CANDLER STREET, DECATUR

Combining the best of new construction with
the charm of yesteryear, this expanded craftsman
bungalow boasts striking millwork and gorgeous
finishes throughout 5 bedrooms and 4.5 baths.
A formal fireside living room greets you, flanked
by a main-level guest suite and separate dining
area. Through a curved archway, a spacious, heartof-home kitchen delivers professional-grade
stainless steel appliances, granite countertops,
and breakfast bar overlooking a sun-soaked family
room. French doors line the rear of the house,
providing access to a large deck, stone patio, and
fenced, level backyard. Upstairs, three bedrooms
surround a flex bonus space. A master retreat offers
tranquil tree-lined views, dual vanity, whirlpool
tub, separate shower, and walk-in closet. A twocar detached garage offers storage and seals this
stunning home.
$879,000

Nestled on a tree-lined street, steps from Emory
University, this expansive, colonial-inspired Cape Cod
offers 5 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. Exquisite details
begin in the formal fireside living room with built-in
bookcases and adjoining den. A curved archway
unveils a refined dining room with wainscoting
and kitchen access. Stainless steel appliances shine
in the renovated kitchen with granite countertops
and keeping room. Upstairs, a spacious owner’s
retreat boasts clawfoot soaking tub, separate shower,
oversized walk-in closet and built-in window seat
with storage. Entertain with ease on the rear screened
porch overlooking fenced backyard with brick patio
and parking pad.
$799,000

Stationed along the boundary of Oakhurst and
Winnona Park, this expanded Craftsman bungalow
boasts 5 bedrooms and 3 baths in City of Decatur’s
award-winning school district. A fireside family
room anchors the main level alongside a sun-filled
dining room. Through a butler’s pantry, a spacious
kitchen delivers professional-grade stainless steel
appliances, walk-in pantry, and breakfast bar.
Upstairs, an airy master suite offers open-concept
spa bath with rainfall shower, whirlpool tub, dual
vanity, and his-and-her walk-in closets. Outside, a
large deck overlooks an idyllic, fenced backyard
perfect for gatherings with friends and family.
$719,000

M E T R O AT L A N TA

Each Keller Williams® Realty Office

is independently owned and operated.

THE CLIFTON #305, DRUID HILLS

128 RIDLEY CIRCLE, DECATUR

207 HURON STREET, DECATUR

Stunning, one-of-a-kind, penthouse condo
overlooking private lap pool moments from
Emory Village in coveted Clifton building. This
expansive two bedroom, two bath unit delivers
a modern, open floorplan with upgrades galore.
A galley foyer opens to a sun-soaked living area
with fireplace and patio access. Professionalgrade stainless steel appliances shine in the
chef’s kitchen along with breakfast bar, wine
chiller, and designer wet bar. Gorgeous rosewood
floors offset 12 foot ceilings and double crown
molding throughout. A refined master retreat
delivers custom walk-in closet and spacious
en-suite with dual vanity, whirlpool tub, and
separate shower. In addition to 3 reserved
parking spaces, The Clifton boasts a bounty of
building amenities including: club room with
catering kitchen, fitness center, business center,
and guest suite.
$699,000

This sprawling artisan Bungalow delivers designer
upgrades throughout four bedrooms and two-anda-half bathrooms in social Westchester Hills, steps
from award-winning Westchester Elementary. A
foyer entryway unveils a formal, fireside living area
with panoramic views. Original hardwood floors lead
to a separate dining room with chair rail millwork and
adjoining sun room. Stainless steel appliances offset
quartz countertops in a heart-of-home kitchen with
breakfast area and patio access. A sun-soaked den
rests above a full, daylight basement with storage
and drive-under one-car garage. A bonus attic loft
provides the perfect locale for work or play. Outside,
a spacious and serene backyard boasts garden and
six-foot privacy fence.
$625,000

Warm and bright, this idyllic brick bungalow
embodies the essence of one of Decatur’s
most sought-after and social neighborhoods.
A traditional entry foyer greets you, flanked by
curved archways on either side leading to a sunfilled dining room and fireside family room. French
doors open to a spacious screened porch encasing
a beautiful, cottage-style sunroom with exposed
brick walls. A heart-of-home kitchen delivers
custom cabinetry and backyard access. Two
bedrooms share a hall bath, while an oversized
master suite commands the second floor, offering
a flex seating area and several storage solutions.
$549,000

NATALIE GREGORY, Your Home Marketing Specialist
404 550 5113 direct • 404 564 5560 office
Natalie@NatalieGregorySOLD.com • NatalieGregorySOLD.com
315 West Ponce de Leon, Suite 100, Decatur, Georgia 30030

50% SOLD!

introducing
T H E R E S E RV E D E C AT U R
merges an idyllic, serene creekside setting
with the ease of urban walkability just
steps from vibrant Downtown Decatur.

INTERIOR FINISHES
D E TA I L S I N C L U D E:

&

• EUROPE AN STONE
MANTELS
• WIDE- PL ANK
CUSTOM FLOORING
• INVENTIVE LIGHTING
• WOLF & SUBZERO APPLIANCES
• ELEVATORS
• 2-CAR GAR AGES
• 10’ CEILINGS

PR ICED FROM THE MID 900’S
each of the 10 high-end residences employ
welcoming, sophisticated brick exteriors
featuring parapet walls and other architectural
elements inspired by the elegant streetscapes
of Rosemary and Alys Beaches.

THRIVE HOMES ARE
THE PERFECT BLEND OF
RICH, ARCHITECTUR AL
CHAR AC TER & N E W,
S O P H I S T I C AT E D D E S I G N .
Our floorplans and features are the
utmost in current style, innovation,
modern finishes and clean lines,
but they also include the prevailing
essentials of solid construction and
quality craftsmanship tailored to a
variety of homeowner lifestyles.

The Art of Homebuilding.
Let Thrive Homes build your next masterpiece.
Call 404.474.4814 or visit buildwiththrive.com.

ARCHITECTURALLY
I N S P I R I N G
DEVELOPMENT &
N E W H O M E S

