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schedule inside
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Music in the Air
and on The Square
Amplify Decatur Music Festival, June 18th

Plus:

Stay-Cation Suggestions
Travel Tips
Mortgage Advice
And more!
For the communities of Decatur, Druid Hills, Candler Park, Lake Claire, Avondale Estates and Oak Grove
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Cool Summer Days in Decatur
SCHOOL IS OUT for summer, and that means summer camp is not far behind. While
my kids are off making memories at camp for a week, my husband and I will be making
memories here, enjoying some of the wonderful entertainment opportunities that Decatur
offers. Yep, we will be “staycationing” (page 11). During the school year we are so busy getting the girls to their activities that we don’t have time to relax and enjoy the great dining
destinations and other fun places we regularly drive pass.
One of the staycation highlights that I am looking forward to is Amplify Decatur, June
17-19 (page 15). This music festival will bring some top talent and lots of energy to The
Square on Saturday—this is the first year it will be held at an outdoor venue—and it’s for
a great cause. All proceeds from the festival will go to the Decatur Cooperative Ministry, a
group of local charities that help fight homelessness and poverty in our local communities.
Mike Killeen founded Poverty is Real, and that grew to become Amplify My Community, a nonprofit that now organizes benefit concerts in nine cities. Mike’s founding vision
for Amplify was to leverage the universal love of music to combat poverty at the local level.
Last year, Amplify Decatur raised $28,500 for Decatur Cooperative Ministry and this
year’s festival is even bigger and better.
On the evening before Amplify comes to The Square, it will be the site of the annual
Decatur Beach Party (page 11)—complete with 60 tons of sand and even more music.
This is one weekend you for sure want to stay in town. But if you are planning on heading
out this summer, first take a look at the suggestions and tips provided by Becky Lamb, a
local travel expert (page 8).
We hope that you’ll take advantage of the longer days
this summer to pack in lots of fun.
Natalie Gregory
Happy summertime!
Publisher, Decatur Living

Brent Cashman

WRITERS	Sherry Baker
Becky Lamb
Marcy Lee
John Manasso
Denise Pajak
Carolyn Torres-Mabe
Jane Wilkov, MD
Tammie Zeigler

Decatur Living

Telephone: 404.373.4262
sales@decaturliving.com

Decatur Living is published bi-monthly by Natalie Gregory.
Distribution is a minimum of 14,000 with up to 11,000 being
mailed to households in Decatur, Druid Hills, Avondale Estates,
Candler Park and Lake Claire and Oak Grove. Contents of this
magazine may not be reproduced without written permission
from the publisher. Advertisers and advertising agencies assume
liability for content of all advertisements. The publisher does
not necessarily share the editorial opinions expressed in Decatur
Living Magazine. Personal decisions regarding health, finance,
and other matters should be made after consultation with the
reader’s professional advisors.

Decatur Living is now on Facebook.
C H E C K O U T T H I S I S S U E O N L I N E @ W W W. D E C AT U R L I V I N G . C O M
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Northside Hospital Cancer Institute is one of the largest cancer care providers
in the Southeast. Northside leads the statewide network of the National Cancer
Institute Community Oncology Research Program which gives you access to the
latest research and treatments.
Our team of physicians, nurses, researchers and support staff is dedicated to
your health and well-being. Using the latest technology to provide the most
effective treatment possible.

Our Cancer Centers Offer:
Board Certified Medical Oncologists

›

Genetic screening and testing

& Hematologists

›

Counseling and support groups

›

Latest evidence-based treatments

›

Nutritional counseling services

›

Access to groundbreaking clinical trials

›

Pain management services

›

Second opinion consults

›

Rehabilitation services

›

Atlanta Cancer Care

Georgia Cancer Specialists

2545 Lawrenceville Highway, Ste 300

2712 Lawrenceville Highway

Decatur, GA 30033

Decatur, GA 30033

(404) 321-1950

(770) 496-5555

AtlantaCancerCare.com

GACancer.com

Physicians at this Location:

Physicians at this Location:

•

Dr. Megan McKee

•

Dr. Simbo Aduloju

•

Dr. Lijo Simpson

•

Dr. Aaron Alizadeh

•

Dr. Hiba Tamim

•

Dr. Kathleen Lambert

•

Dr. Jayanthi Srinivasiah

northside.com/cancerinstitute

TRAVEL
by Becky Lamb

Stretch your Travel Dollars
ALL OF US ARE looking for ways to make
our vacation budget go as far as possible.
Here are a few ideas that will help you get
the most for your hard-earned vacation dollar.
If it’s a beach vacation you are looking for,
remember that it’s high season on the American
coast during the summer but it’s low season in
the Caribbean and Mexico. This means that you
can often see a 50 percent reduction in rates at
some of the top Caribbean hotels in the summer.
The weather is not that different than Atlanta’s,
and you are on the beach. We love choices in
Antigua, Jamaica, Punta Cana, St. Barths…the
list is long.
Cruises are a great way to get groups of
families and friends together, without having to
do all of the work. Many of the top luxury lines
have fantastic deals this summer—free airfare
to Europe with business class upgrades of only
$398 round-trip is just one of the outstanding specials. Spend your days exploring those
beautiful ports and your nights having a great
dinner and enjoying the included entertainment. Pack and unpack once. It’s a wonderful
way to explore the world.
Need to get away from Atlanta’s summer
heat? A top choice this summer might be
an Alaska cruise. Alaska is guaranteed to be
green and cool, with some whale and eagle
viewing thrown in for good measure. We are
also seeing a lot of interest in Great Britain,
Ireland and Scotland where summer offers
the best weather of the year. Consider spending a few nights in London, Edinburgh or
Dublin followed by a few nights in a castle
out in the countryside.
More and more folks are starting to
enjoy travel in the fall months of the year.

One favorite fall trip in the U.S. is a fivenight (or longer) trip to San Francisco and the
wine country. Wonderful hotels and inns with
world-class food and wine…it’s really a “foodie”
paradise out there. Start in San Francisco, head
out to Napa for a couple of nights, and end at a
beautiful inn on the beach before heading back
to the airport for your flight home.
Europe is a beautiful choice in the fall. The
crowds of summer tourists are gone, sidewalk
cafes are still open and the lines for museums
and attractions are so much shorter. It’s possible
to get museum passes in the major European
cities with “front of line” access. Who wants to
stand in line on vacation?
Top choices for fall in Europe are Southern
Italy, Spain and France. They offer gorgeous
country sides, warm and sunny weather, great
historic sites, and wonderful food and wine.
Stay in hotels with five-star palace luxury or
family-run boutique hotels. We like to mix
and match them.

MY TRAVEL TIPS
1. Before every trip out of the United
States, remember to check to
make sure that your passport is
valid for six months AFTER your
return date.
2. Tired of digging through your
suitcase day after day on trips
when you are moving around a lot?
Consider buying a set of “Packing
Cubes.” These soft-sided, multisized compartments allow you to
organize your wardrobe so that
you won’t have to turn everything
upside down day after day.
3. Use a travel agent. It will make
your trip easier to plan, keep you
abreast of the latest government
regulations, and actually help you
stretch your travel dollars!

If you would like to discuss your next trip
with a professional travel advisor, call
Becky Lamb Travel at 404.378.4452 or visit
BeckyLambTravel.com for more information.
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Give
Him
The
Father’s
Day
Gift He
Deserves

15% OFF* Father’s Day Sale

*Applies to our line of exclusive “Guille” Watches Men’s Jewelry
4957 LaVista Rd. Tucker, Ga. 30084 • 770-414-1390 Tues-Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-4
rosenfeldsjewelryltd.com

JUNE 9–18

FL EREE
AT H E R
B R AC E L E T
WITH YOUR $100
PANDORA PURCHASE

ROSENFELD
JEWELRY LTD

www.rosenfeldsjewelryltd.com • Tues-Fri 10-6 • Saturday 10-4 • Closed Sundays & Mondays
Master IJO Jeweler •facebook.com/RosenfeldsJewelryltd
Twitter.com/DesignsByGuille • Pinterest.com/RosenfeldJewelryLtd

*Free leather bracelet (up to a $55 USD retail value). While supplies last at participating retailers. No substitutions.
Bracelet selection may vary by store. Excludes gift card purchases.
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•

Estate Planning

•

Wills & Trusts

•

Probate

Brooks Mackintosh
Estate Planning Attorney

As your family grows, or you prepare for
retirement, it’s important to have a plan.

(404) 793-2510 • Brooks@Mackintosh.law • www.Mackintosh.law
One West Court Square, Suite 410, Decatur, GA 30030

Make the
Move!
Let Emory Alliance Credit Union open the
door to your dream home AND save you
money on your closing
costs. Get pre-qualified
anytime day or night at
emoryacu.com.
Dekalb County
residents are
eligible to join.

P
DecLiving_MakeMove_0516_1.indd 1
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1237 Clairmont Rd.
Decatur, GA 30030

404.329.6415
NMLS #464317
Federally insured by NCUA

5/26/16 10:18 AM

DECATUR
SPOTLIGHT

Vacation
Fun in
Decatur

by Marcy Lee

WHAT DO YOU LOOK
forward to doing when vacationing in the summertime? Dining at
award-winning restaurants, shopping at
unique boutiques, or putting your toes in the
sand and just relaxing with some good music? You
can enjoy all of these leisure activities and much more
right here in Decatur this summer. Yep—the Decatur
Beach Party is back and better than ever.

Summer 2016
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Decatur Beach Party

Culinary-cation

Celebrate summer at the downtown Decatur Beach Party, Friday,
June 17, 2016 from 5 to 11 p.m. With more than 60 tons of sand
imported to set the mood, Ponce de Leon Avenue will become Sandcastle Central. Add a kid’s boardwalk, live music and dancing on the
plaza, a food court with funnel cakes and fruity drinks, and voilà —
you’re in a beach town, Decatur-style, (sans the sunburn and hours of
driving). Fantastic live jams will accompany your beach night fantasy
with Tray Dahl & The Jugtime Ragband opening for the evening’s
headliner, Electric Avenue.
Tickets are $12 in advance at TicketAlternative.com, Freshtix.com and
local Decatur retail shops or $15 at the gate. Children ages 4-12 years old
are $7 in advance, and $10 at the gate. Children 3 and under are free.
All children’s activities are included in the admission price. The Decatur
Business Association produces the Decatur Beach Party as an annual fundraiser. Proceeds from this event help to fund numerous free community
events including Concerts on the Square, Blue Sky Concerts, the annual
Easter Egg Hunt, and the Bonfire & Marshmallow Roast.

If summer vacation for you is more about restaurants than sand castles, Decatur is the perfect destination for a culinary adventure. The
city is home to more than 80 mostly independent restaurants, cafes
and pubs, and has emerged as a recognized proving ground for new
culinary trends with many dining establishments garnering honors on
local regional and national levels.
Not sure where to go? You can pick up one of the Go-Local Itineraries at the Visitors Center that specifically highlights the local food
scene. In the Girlfriends Getaway and Foodie Favorites itineraries,
longtime Decatur resident Mickey Baskett offers these suggestions for
sampling the local food scene: “Get a start on your day with a full
breakfast and a big fat fluffy biscuit or sticky bun at Pastries A Go
Go. Trek down to Dancing Goats Coffee Bar for a lighter nosh—a
steaming latte and locally made pastries. Or you can enjoy breakfast
anytime at the popular diner Thumbs up. Try the local favorite: a pile
of grilled spuds and veggies, topped with bacon or sausage, cheese,
and poached eggs called The Heap,” she suggests.

12
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If you have a sweet tooth, Baskett advises
a trip to Café Alsace for their homemade
honey lavender ice cream “Or try the salted
caramel at Butter & Cream. If you’d rather
have yogurt, the Yogurt Tap sells create-yourown dishes by the ounce.” There’s also the
wonderful option of coffee and a fresh-made
pastry at The Bakery at Cakes & Ale.
When it’s time to get happy, Baskett
offers several great choices. “Leon’s Full
Service, SOS Tiki Bar and The Pinewood
Tippling Room offer handcrafted cocktails. Ask the expert mixologists to create
a scrumptious signature drink just for you.
Beer lovers should make the pilgrimage to
Brick Store Pub for the carefully chosen
array of draught and bottled beers. Upstairs
you’ll find the Belgian Beer Bar, featuring
eight rotating draughts and more than 120
bottled beers,” she says. Mac McGees is also
on her must-do pub list. “You can peruse
the long and well-curated tomb of rare
whiskeys from around the world.”
What’s for dinner? That depends. There
are a variety of independent-chef-owned
restaurants on and around the Decatur
square. “Sushi and tempura are top notch at
Sushi Avenue. Rushed?—three minutes and
800 degrees later, you get a crisp and bubbly
pizza at Sapori di Napoli,” notes Baskett.
“For an authentic street food experience, try
Calle Latina for Latin flavor, stroll down to
Chai Pani for brightly-spiced Indian fare, or
Siam for Thai. For expertly grilled kabobs,
head to Colbeh Persian Kitchen. For the
best Peruvian rotisserie chicken, just walk
beyond the square to Las Brasas.”
If you want to sit down to a quiet meal,
Baskett proposes Café Lily. “They provide a
jazzy, dramatic atmosphere along with their
Mediterranean specialties, or you can enjoy

a romantic French bistro setting at Café
Alsace. At Parkers on Ponce, fine steaks are
on the menu. You can rev up your appetite
with tapas at The Iberian Pig. A wonderful
selection of Spanish wines will accompany
your tasting of prized Iberico cured ham.
Reservations are accepted at several restaurants around the square. Renowned Cakes
& Ale offers a well-sourced, farm-to-table,
seasonal menu. At No. 246 the freshly made
pasta or wood-oven pizza are favorites.”

Home Grown and Vintage Flair
Do you enjoy perusing eclectic shops and
foraging for funky collectibles on your days
off? Then your vintage quest awaits in Decatur. If you are looking for locally grown art,
you’ll enjoy exploring the upcycled, repurposed, sustainable and organic finds at
Wild Oats & Bill Goats and HomeGrown.
“These eclectic shops feature a variety of
artisan products with a vintage flair, from
paintings to pottery, plus body products,
jewelry, glass, turned wood, and wearables.
If you can’t find something fascinating
at one, you’re sure to find it at the other,”
shares Weatherly Munroe, owner of Wild
Oats & Billy Goats in the Discover Decatur
Vintage Flair on the Square Itinerary.
“Also, pop into Trinity Mercantile &
Design for great lamps, artwork, and home
goods that add the final flair to any room.
They also carry a beautiful line of customizable furniture with a mid-century modern
mood. And you can add some awesome
to your wardrobe and home at Sq/Ft. I
love their creative use of vintage objects
to display their goods. I can always find
quirky-cool cards, books, and home goods
along with my favorite jeans and soft T’s,”
Weatherly, “vintage-vibe visionary” notes.

For more stay-cation and vacation itineraries
and ideas, drop by the Decatur Visitors Center
at 113 Clairemont Avenue, call 678.615.0915
or go to VisitDecaturGeorgia.com.

LAUNCH YOUR DECATUR ADVENTURE AT THE VISITORS CENTER
Whether you are planning a vacation or a stay-cation, a
girlfriend’s getaway or an enriching day off, Decatur offers a
variety of opportunities for recreation and exploration. The
helpful staff and volunteers at the Decatur Visitors Center
can answer your questions, make suggestions and also
give you engaging detailed itineraries written by locals that

share the inside scoop on a variety of possible excursions
here. The Discover Decatur Go-Local itineraries include:
Cycle in the City, Cool Aunt’s Day Out, Family Time, Foodie
Favorites, Wedding Weekend, Girlfriends Getaway, Meet
Up Indie-Catur, Instastyle, Vintage Flair Around the Square,
Welcome Home and more!

For more information on these and other activities and places to enjoy in Decatur, visit the
Decatur Visitors Center at 113 Clairemont Ave., call 678.615.0915 or go to VisitDecaturGeorgia.com.
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Discover something wonderful
@ Kudzu!
Sofas • Furniture • Lighting
Antiques • Industrial
Retro • Gifts

select new furnishings plus unique vintage
special order sofas - 100’s of fabrics

A N D C O M PA N Y
CURATED COLLECTIONS FOR THE HOME

SANDY SPRINGS
6450 Roswell Rd.
404-255-2548

ANTIQUES

+ MODERN

DECATUR

2928 E. Ponce de Leon Ave.
404-373-6498

2 stores • open 7 days • 50,000 sq.ft.
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The Great Outdoors
Amplify Decatur moves from humble beginnings in
Eddie’s Attic to the Decatur Square with room for 2,500
By John Manasso

AN IDEA BORN SIX years ago in the Belgian Bar of the Brick
Store will move to the Decatur Square on June 18 in the form of an
outdoor concert for 2,500 people.
That idea was a nonprofit concert series – Amplify Decatur –
whose mission was to raise money for charities that help fight poverty
and homelessness.
The first show by founders Mike Killeen and Spencer Smith raised
$300 after a performance at Eddie’s Attic. Last year, Amplify Decatur raised $28,500 for Decatur Cooperative Ministry, according to
Smith, who has served as the organization’s executive director since
2013. In all, Amplify Decatur has raised $80,000 for DCM, which
serves families in Decatur and DeKalb County.
The parent organization — Amplify My Community puts on
concerts to benefit local charities in nine cities throughout the
Southeast — is taking a major step forward this year to give Decatur

Justin Towns Earle
performs at Amplify
Athens, 2013

Amplify Decatur congratulates
Eddie’s Attic on 25 years of
bringing great music to Decatur.
INSIDE THE AMPLIFY DECATUR
MUSIC FESTIVAL GUIDE
Band Profiles..................................... 17-18
Schedule............................................... 19
About Amplify:........................................ 20
About Decatur Cooperative Ministry............ 21
Sponsors................................................ 22

Futurebirds perform at a 2011 Amplify event

the concert that it deserves in the form of the 2016 Amplify Decatur
music festival.
While the three days from June 17 to June 19 will feature shows
at Eddie’s Attic, as it has in the past, the large-scale outdoor concert
on June 18 represents a game-changer. The two-time Grammynominated duo The Milk Carton Kids and Elephant Revival will
co-headline the event.
The soulful duo Penny & Sparrow and Decatur favorite Eliot
Bronson also join the bill. The concert series is Presented by Lenz
and produced in partnership with Eddie’s Attic. Tickets cost $30 and
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are available via AmplifyDecatur.org. Premium seating is available for
$45 and VIP tickets are $100 and include preferred seating, complimentary beverages, and other benefits.
That ticketed portion of the show will begin at 5 p.m. and conclude
at 11 p.m. The outdoor festival also will feature a free portion from
noon to 3 p.m. The Magic Birds, Kristen Englenz, The Dammages and
The Bitteroots will play the afternoon session.
While those bands have strong local followings, the headliners have earned kudos
from major national media outlets. NPR
called The Milk Carton Kids, “Gillian Welch
and David Rawlings-meet-Simon & Garfunkel with a splash of The Everly Brothers.” The
New York Times said of bluegrass upstarts
Elephant Revival: “If Elephant Revival
doesn’t make you smile, there’s something
wrong with you.”
The nighttime festival will include food
trucks and craft beer. Re-entry will be permitted, allowing attendees to access Decatur’s
award-winning bar and restaurant scene.
The weekend also features
shows at historic Eddie’s Attic
all weekend. Participating
bands include The Roosevelts, Delta Moon, Dwayne
Shivers with Anthony Aparo,
and Abbie Gardner and Jesse
Terry. June 19 will include
“Let’s Go Crazy,” a Prince
tribute night featuring 10
local and regional acts. Full
information is available at
EddiesAttic.com.
2016 is the 25th anniversary
of the opening of Eddie’s Attic,
which has helped launch the

careers of The Indigo Girls, John Mayer, Shawn Mullins and dozens more. The Attic was founded by Eddie Owen and most recently
owned by Alex Cooley, until his death in January. Today it is owned
by Dave Mattingly and Andrew Hingley.
“Amplify Decatur, and all things music-related in this town, stands
on the shoulders of Eddie’s Attic, and the people who made it,” Smith
said. “We are excited to partner with The
Attic to produce this festival and will honor
its role in building the Decatur music scene
over the last 25 years.”
Lenz, the Presenting Sponsor, is a founding partner of Amplify Decatur. “A central
part of Lenz’s mission is to aid and strengthen
our local community,” said Richard Lenz,
the president and CEO of Lenz who chairs
Amplify Decatur’s advisory board. “I know
of no better way to do that than to support
Amplify and Decatur Cooperative Ministry.”
Organizational sponsors that have sustained Amplify include The Pinewood,
Decatur Package Store, MailChimp, Hall
Booth Smith, P.C., and the
Feinberg Family.
All proceeds from the
Amplify Decatur Concert
Series will be directed to Decatur Cooperative Ministry.
“Amplify exists to support
and to shine a spotlight on the
remarkable work of local heroes
like the people at DCM,”
Smith said. “We want this
inaugural event to become a
mainstay that adds to the fabric
of the community, much like
the book, arts and beer festivals
have for years.”

Last year, Amplify
Decatur raised
$28,500 for Decatur
Cooperative Ministry,
according to Smith,
who has served as the
organization’s executive
director since 2011.
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Band Profiles

The Milk Carton Kids
The Milk Carton Kids are Kenneth Pattengale and Joey Ryan. Hailing from Eagle
Rock, California, the flat-picking harmony
duo have emerged as a powerful voice in the
continuing folk tradition.
NPR has described their approach to
music as “gorgeous contemporary folk” and
“Gillian Welch and David Rawlings-meetsSimon and Garfunkel, with a splash of The
Everly Brothers.”
The band has recorded and released
four albums: Retrospect, Prologue, The Ash
& Clay and Monterey. 2013’s The Ash and
Clay, received a Grammy Award nomination for Best Folk album. In 2014 they
won Duo/Group of the Year by the Americana Music Association.

Elephant Revival
Elephant Revival, a folk and bluegrass group
from Nederland, Colorado, recently released
the highly acclaimed album Petals. The Indie
Acoustic Music Project named their album
Break in the Clouds a best CD of 2011 and
These Changing Skies earned the same recognition in 2013.
Their style of music is often referred to as
“transcendental folk,” which incorporates elements of Scottish/Celtic fiddle tunes, original
folk pieces, traditional ballads, bluegrass, indie
rock, reggae, jazz and hip hop.
The band features Bonnie Paine (washboard, djembe, musical saw, stompbox);
Bridget Law (fiddle, octave fiddle); Charlie Rose (banjo, pedal steel, guitar, horns,
cello, double bass); Dango Rose (double
bass, mandolin, banjo); and Daniel Rodriguez (guitar, banjo, double bass).
Summer 2016
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Band Profiles
Penny & Sparrow
Andy Baxter and Kyle Jahnke are the
Austin, Texas, duo Penny & Sparrow.
Their newest album, Let a Lover Drown
You, was produced by John Paul White
of The Civil Wars and Ben Tanner of the
Alabama Shakes.

Eliot Bronson
The latest album from Decatur’s Eliot Bronson was produced by Dave Cobb (Chris
Stapleton, Sturgill Simpson, Jason Isbell).
Eliot Bronson is a vibey, 10-song album
highlighting Bronson’s songwriting and
achingly beautiful vocals. Paste magazine
called it “An Americana Gem.”

The Bitteroots

Kristen Englenz

The Bitteroots are an Atlanta/Decaturbased original jam-rock fronted by female
vocalist Laura Dees. The band has a sound
that’s been called a “unique brand of soulful rock” and has drawn comparisons to the
Tedeschi-Trucks Band, Melissa Etheridge
and Janis Joplin.

Kristen’s first EP, The Extent of Play, was
recorded at studilaroche by Atlanta sound
engineer Benjamin Price (Little Tybee,
Chris Stalcup & The Grange). “The Extent
of Play has a genuinely appealing quality
absent from nearly every other local release
in this genre,” according to Jeff Clark of
Stomp and Stammer.

The Dammages
Led by the powerhouse vocals of Tammy
Dammann, the Dammages are Sean Dammann (guitar), Dave Duncan (guitar), Rick
Hale (Bass) and Jim Clanin (Drums).
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Magic Birds
Scott Bruce and Ben Ezell are Magic Birds,
an Americana band hailing from Chattanooga, Tennessee. The duo delivers a
stripped-down version of true Americana
music, blending elements of country, folk,
bluegrass, rock and genuine heart and soul.

schedule

Saturday, June 18

Saturday, June 18

(free on the Decatur Square)
Noon — Magic Birds
12:45 p.m. — Kristen Englenz
1: 30 p.m. — The Dammages
2:15 p.m. — The Bitteroots

(ticketed on the Decatur Square)
5:30 p.m. — Eliot Bronson
6:45 p.m. — Penny & Sparrow
8 p.m. — The Milk Carton Kids
9:30 p.m. — Elephant Revival

Friday, June 17

Saturday, June 18

Sunday, June 19

(ticketed at Eddie’s Attic)
7 p.m. — Lindi Ortega with special guest Me
and Molly
9:30 p.m. — The Roosevelts

(ticketed at Eddie’s Attic)
7 p.m. — Delta Moon
9:30 p.m. — Dwayne Shivers
with special guest Anthony Aparo

(ticketed at Eddie’s Attic)
5 p.m. — Abbie Gardner & Jesse Terry
7 p.m. — “Let’s Go Crazy,” a Prince tribute
(bands to be announced) — SOLD OUT
9:15 p.m. — “Let’s Go Crazy,” a Prince tribute
(bands to be announced)
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Offering Safe Shelter Against
the Storm of Homelessness
By John Manasso

DECATUR COOPERATIVE MINISTRY EXECUTIVE
Director Marlene White said the face of homelessness is not what one
might expect.
She said employed people with college degrees have ranked among
those who have had to avail themselves of the nonprofit’s shelters
recently. She mentioned a woman with a job as a medical assistant
and another with a bachelors degree who works at a local nonprofit.
“The challenge is that families that find themselves without
housing in this economy have such a difficult time because there
are challenges to getting a living wage and there are challenges
to identifying affordable housing,” said White, whose organization works to alleviate the problems of homelessness in the City of
Decatur and in DeKalb County.
DCM, which was founded in 1969 and
operates as a consortium of more than 35
congregations encompassing 14 different
denominations, offers a multitude of services and
programs. Since Amplify Decatur’s inception in
2010, DCM has been its beneficiary. Last year,
Amplify Decatur raised $28,500 for DCM and
the hope is to better that amount with the 2016
Amplify Decatur music festival – as the concert
series moves outside for the first time.
In a given year, DCM supports about one
thousand people, White said. It runs four
food cooperatives (two of them are housed in
Decatur churches) and has four different programs that it operates.
20
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The Family House Transitional Program provides housing and support services to move families from homelessness to self-reliance in
six months. Another program, Hagar’s House Emergency Shelter and
Assessment Center, helps victims of domestic violence and their children, providing at least 30 nights of short-term housing.
A program aimed at helping to prevent homeless is called “Project
Take Charge.” It provides emergency assistance (in the form of rent/
mortgage, utilities and food along with financial education) to those
in danger of eviction, foreclosure or disconnection of utility service.
Via its “End Veteran Homelessness” program, DCM helps to administer funds from the U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs to help prevent
military veterans from becoming homeless. DCM teams up with the Furniture Bank of Metro Atlanta and the United Way of Greater Atlanta in
this endeavor. DCM provides food, the United
Way provides housing and the Furniture Bank
provides the veterans with job training.
In all, White said DCM helps about 150
veteran families a year. Homelessness, she
added, is a result of many different factors.
“We have housing programs and home
assistance programs all along the continuum
of homeless service,” said White, who has
been in her current position for the past
three years and who has worked with DCM
for seven years overall.
Amplify’s goal is to help DCM attack
those factors and alleviate the problems as
much as possible.

A New Approach to Making a Difference
SPECIAL TO DECATUR LIVING
Every nonprofit wants to change the world. What makes Amplify
My Community different, perhaps, is how it goes about it.
The organization behind the Amplify Decatur Music Festival, as
well as annual concert series in seven other
cities throughout the Southeast, identified
an unmet need in the communities it serves.
Amplify believes the despair of poverty
and homelessness are often eclipsed by the
hope of community organizations working
tirelessly to help the most vulnerable find
new opportunities and live better lives.
The missing piece, however, is often an
inability among these local organizations to
raise money effectively and to create awareness for their missions and work.
“We work with some truly inspirational
organizations, many of them small in scale.
They're filled with exceptional professionals
and volunteers who are changing lives, but it's hard for them to step
out of their expertise and spend time and resources on anything but
easily-outsourced events like 5ks and golf tournaments,” said Amplify
Executive Director Spencer Smith. “Too often they spend months planning an event that raises just a few thousand dollars and does not reach
new audiences. We want to step in and help them market and fundraise
so they can spend every day doing what they do best: helping people.”
Like many nonprofits, Amplify collects and distributes funds to
other nonprofits that directly serve the community. Many similar

organizations are pleased to pass along 80 cents of every dollar raised,
after paying expenses.
Instead, Amplify strives to combine the generosity and courage of
its donors with the power of the market to give more money to its
beneficiaries than it collects for itself.
To do this, Amplify secures direct funding to pay its operations and produce its
concerts, then gives every dollar raised at its
concerts to its local beneficiaries.
The end result is much larger gifts and
more community impact than would be
possible by simply deducting expenses from
fundraising totals and passing along the difference. In other words, Amplify takes its
donors’ generosity and multiplies it, rather
than subtracting from it. This is called “philanthropic investment.”
This model is possible only because
Amplify’s supporters trust the organization’s
ability to leverage their hard-earned donations and produce concerts
that raise even more money for the cause.
Two such supporters of Amplify are the Decatur restaurant
The Pinewood and Decatur Package Store, who each year partner to produce an exclusive whiskey and food pairing at the
Pinewood they call “The Pappy Dinner.” The event is a major
fundraiser for Amplify.
“I don’t know where we’d be without The Pinewood and DPS,”
Smith said.

“Amplify takes its
donors’ generosity and
multiplies it, rather
than subtracting
from it. This is called
‘philanthropic
investment.’”
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Thank you to our sponsors!
Community Heroes

Community Protectors

Community Benefactors
MCCURDY
CANDLER

, LLC

Community Advocates

oakhurst baptist
church

Frank Wynne

n

Your Neighborhood Lender
I can make your dream home a reality

n
n
n
n
n
n
n

90% Jumbo with no PMI
FHA Financing with 3.5% Down
15, 20, 30 year terms
First Time Home Buyers
Adjustable Rate Mortgages (ARM)
Purchase and Refinance
Home Equity Lines of Credit
Construction and Renovation Loans

Denise Pajak

Vice President, Mortgage Banker

678-799-4167

dpajak@privateplus.com
NMLS# 6191

A Division of the Private Bank of Buckhead
Equal Housing Lender. Copyright 2014 Private Plus Mortgage. NMLS# 758195. Offer of Credit Subject to Approval. Member FDIC. All Rights Reserved.
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YOUR FINANCES
by Tammie Zeigler

Mortgages 101
What You Need to Know Before House Shopping
IS NOW A GOOD time to buy a house?
Absolutely! “Interest rates for mortgage loans
remain at or near all-time lows,” says Betty
Chavez, the new mortgage loan officer at
Emory Alliance Credit Union (EACU). Making the decision to buy a home is the first step
toward home ownership. But once you’ve
made the decision to buy, what comes next?

Prequalification
Unless you’re going to pay cash—something
most people don’t do—the first thing you’re
going to need to do is consult a lender so
you can be pre-qualified, Chavez explains.
“In the pre-qualification process, we look at
your income, assets, and liabilities and your
credit history to determine the size of the
loan you’re eligible for. That amount, plus
the amount of your down payment, indicates the price of the house you can afford
to buy.” Being pre-qualified lets you know
your target price range and tells real estate
agents and sellers that you are credit-worthy.

Down Payment and Terms
The amount of the down payment required
varies, depending on the type of loan. Conventional loans require a 5 percent down
payment; FHA is 3.5 percent; for VA financing, a down payment is not required. The term
(the length of the loan) can range from 10 to
30 years, depending on the type of the loan
and how large a monthly payment you want to
make. “I help borrowers choose the program
that fits their needs and their situation,” Chavez
says. She’s a voice of experience, with twentyfive years in the mortgage lending business
and eight years with CU Members Mortgage,
the company that handles mortgage financing
for Emory Alliance Credit Union and other
credit unions nationwide. Chavez, recently relocated from Albuquerque, New Mexico, has
been in her office at EACU’s main branch on
Clairmont Road in Decatur since April 1.
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The Basics
What are the basics? “You need to have a FICO score of at least 620,” Chavez says, “and you
want to have a good payment history.” That means being up to date on payments for current
open debt, like mortgages, car loans, and credit cards. “Although mortgage lenders are not
credit counselors, we can give advice about what affects a credit score and how you can repair
your credit,” Chavez explains.
How long does pre-qualification take? “If you come to our office for an interview,” Chavez
says, “you can walk out with your pre-qualification letter, which you can show to a real estate
agent.” (At the same time, if you’re not an EACU member, you can become one by completing
a one-page form and depositing $25 to a savings account. Being a member entitles you access

to credit union services, including mortgage
services.) Then the search for your dream
home begins.
When you find the home you want to
buy, and you are ready to make an offer,
you apply for the loan by completing the
required forms and collecting the necessary
documents, such as W-2s, bank statements,
and tax returns. The loan application requires
you to decide what type of loan you want
and to submit information about the property you are buying, where the money for
the down payment and settlement costs is coming from, and information about the borrowers,
such as employment history, income and current housing expenses, information about your assets
(financial and real estate), and details about your liabilities (loans you haven’t paid off, credit
card balances, and obligations like alimony and child support payments). Emory Alliance Credit
Union gives you the option of applying online via the credit union’s website (EmoryACU.com) or
filling out a printed form you can obtain from one of the credit union’s branch offices. “Once an
application is complete, typically we approve the loan within 24 hours,” Chavez says.
After you’ve made an offer on a property and have a fully executed contract, loan processing
begins. This takes about 40 days, and Chavez says that during that time she strives to “keep borrowers in the loop” by communicating with them regularly so they’re “apprised of the progress in the
process.” The title is investigated, and an appraiser looks at the property to determine, essentially, if
it’s worth what you’re agreeing to pay. “Lenders are conservative people,” Chavez notes.
“Everything gets documented.”
The closing date is scheduled, and closing
documents are prepared. Four days before the
closing date, Chavez says, borrowers are provided with the closing disclosure documents.
“This allows borrowers to review the closing
documents, be aware of what the closing costs
are, and know how much money they need to
bring to the closing,” Chavez explains. Having
four days to study the documents means you
won’t be confronted at closing with documents you haven’t seen or had time to read. The borrowers
must acknowledge receipt of the documents so the closing can proceed as scheduled.
“Whether people are buying a first home, upgrading, or downsizing, every home purchase is
an accomplishment,” Chavez says. “I really enjoy helping people achieve their dreams.”

THE FINANCIAL ADVANTAGE:
BORROW FROM A CREDIT UNION AND SAVE

The State of Georgia has three taxes related to real estate transactions: transfer
tax (based on the sales price of the property), intangibles tax (based on the
amount of money being borrowed), and residential loan tax (a $10 tax on any
loan subject to the Georgia Residential Mortgage Act). There are a number of
exemptions on both transfer tax and intangibles tax; one benefit of obtaining a
mortgage loan from a credit union is that mortgage loans made by credit unions
are not subject to intangibles tax. The intangibles tax rate is $1.50 per $500
($3.00 per $1,000) on the amount of the loan so, for example, on a $300,000
loan, a borrower could save $900 by financing a home with a credit union.
To read more about real estate transaction taxes:
GeorgiaTitle.com/Real-Estate-Taxes/GA-Transaction-Taxes/

MORTGAGE
LOAN LINGO
Mortgage lending has a language all
its own. Here’s a guide to some terms
used in this article.
Closing costs – Fees above the cost
of a property to transfer real estate
from seller to buyer.
Conventional mortgage loan – A loan
from a lending institution, such as a
credit union or bank.
Down payment – The part of the
price of a house that is not financed,
usually paid to the seller by the buyer
at closing.
FHA loan – A loan insured by
the Federal Housing Authority,
a government agency. It usually
requires a lower down payment than
a conventional loan.
FICO score– The FICO mortgage
score is between 300 and 850.
Higher scores indicate lower credit
risk. (FICO comes from Fair Isaac
Company, the former name of the
company that devises the scores.)
Pre-qual letter – A document a
prospective buyer obtains from a
lender to show the buyer has the
financial means to buy a house.
VA loan – A mortgage loan available
to veterans and their surviving
spouses that is guaranteed by the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

DISCLAIMER: This is not an offer to extend
consumer credit as defined by Section 1026.2
of Regulation Z. Home loans are provided by
service provider CU Members Mortgage a division of Colonial Savings, F.A. NMLS 401285.
Emory Alliance Credit Union NMLS 464317.
Betty Chavez NMLS 474025.
Federally Insured by NCUA.
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YOUR LOOKS
by Sherry Baker

Beauty Questions?
Plastic Surgeon Lisa M. DiFrancesco Has Answers
ALONG WITH VACATIONS, FUN days by the pool and sunny
skies, summer also brings something many of us dread—facing up to the
problem of cellulite. Especially noticeable on thighs and buttocks, cellulite’s appearance is often compared to an orange peel or cottage cheese.
Even after exercising regularly and losing weight, these lumpy, bumpy fat
bulges can remain. And rubbing on products that claim to eliminate cellulite typically do little except smooth skin temporarily. If finding a solution
to your cellulite problem sounds hopeless, it’s not. Thanks to a new, nonsurgical breakthrough called Cellfina™, cellulite has finally met its match.
Lisa M. DiFrancesco, M.D. answers your questions about cellulite
and Cellfina™.
What exactly is cellulite? Fibrous bands of connective tissue are
woven throughout fat, especially in the thighs and buttocks. These
tight bands can pull down the skin and create the dimpled fat look
known as cellulite.

How does Cellfina™ help? Cellfina™ is an FDA-approved way to
treat the primary structural cause of cellulite. A minimally invasive,
small needle-sized device releases the cellulite-causing bands just
beneath the surface of the skin. Once released, skin in the treated
areas smoothes out.
How much downtime results from a Cellfina™ treatment? There’s
little-to-no downtime at all. No surgery or general anesthesia is
involved, and it only takes one 45 minute treatment for Cellfina™ to
significantly improve the appearance of cellulite on the buttocks and
thighs. Some patients experience minimal soreness and some bruising
afterwards, but these effects resolve quickly, usually in about a week.
When will I see results? Results can be visible in as little as three
days. Cellfina™ technology produces precise, long-lasting results that
typically last for at least three years.

Call 404.377.3474 to schedule a personal consultation with Lisa M. DiFrancesco, M.D., Her office is located at Piedmont West Building,
1800 Howell Mill Rd. Suite 400, Atlanta, GA 30318. For more information, visit DrDiFrancesco.com/.
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YOUR CHILD
By Jane Wilkov, M.D.

Prevent the “Summer Slide”
Keep Them Reading!
SUMMER FOR MOST KIDS (and their parents) is a time to
relax, kick back, enjoy camps, vacations, and outdoor activities without the pressure often felt during the school year. It’s easy to think
that kids need a break from their routine and anything that seems like
school work. This, however, is far from true.
Research done in many settings tells us that children from all backgrounds will experience a downward academic slide if their brains are
not actively engaged over the summer. Reading for fun and pleasure
is one of the easiest and most enjoyable ways to accomplish this. Summer reading has many additional rewards, including helping to build
comprehension and vocabulary skills, stimulating the imagination
and expanding interests, providing topics for family discussions, and
encouraging a love for life-long learning and reading.

Where to Start
The DeKalb County library (DekalbLibrary.org) has a great free summer
reading program, as do many of the local bookstores. Also check out the
library’s new program “1000 Books Before Kindergarten” for pre-readers.

Tips for Success
• Develop a reward system for reluctant readers. For instance,
reading to earn screen time or special treats.
• Find books that relate to an upcoming vacation for family
discussion—books set in the locale or with characters
doing a similar activity.
• Set a good example. Read to, or together with your child.
• Consider audio books for a long car trip. They can be
checked out of the library.
• Search the web for many sites filled with age appropriate
book lists and ideas.
• Start a summer book club.
• Fiction, non-fiction, mysteries, series, magazines…anything
and everything “counts”!
• Take a book wherever you go, because invariably there will be some
wait time, and you don’t need Wi-Fi to read a book
Enjoy the summer, and happy reading!

Half-day
Camp

Math
Enrichment

SAT
Prep

Homework
Help

Sunny, with 100%
chance of success.
We make math make sense.

Beginning our Eighth Year

Avondale

Enroll now for
sessions or camp!

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

A Community Choir of Excellence, Artistry & Musicianship

Now scheduling Voicing Auditions
for the 2016/2017 Season
Fall Semester begins August 30
To schedule an audition, contact R. Mark Green, Director
at Avondaleacc@gmail. com or call (404) 405-5593
www.avondalechildrenschoir.com
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Mathnasium of Decatur

404-974-4690

mathnasium.com/decatur
1248 Clairmont Road #3C
Decatur, GA 30030

Are you
ready for
clear skin?
Let’s work
together to get
you there in as
little as 3 months.
465 Winn Way,
Suite 160
Decatur, GA 30030
404.819.7626

www.AtlantaAcneSpecialists.com
Summer 2016
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direct.404-427-3334
office.404-525-3332
PLEASE CALL FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Please visit our website:

www.hammertimeatlanta.com
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YOUR NET WORTH
by Denise Pajak

4 Tips About Divorce and Mortgages
CONSIDER THESE TIPS TO help you accomplish your housing goal before a divorce.
1. Timing is Everything. You can’t refinance or buy a home while
you’re in divorce proceedings. It must be finalized. Review your
housing options with a lender before negotiating anything with
your soon-to-be ex.
2. Alimony and Child Support? If a substantial part of your
income will be from these sources, acting quickly on a refinance is
critical. Both of these can only be counted as your income if they
will continue for three years.
3. Who Gets the House? If you get the house, but your ex’s name
will stay on the mortgage, make sure you can access the mortgage

payments online to keep tabs on the payments. Your ex could pay
late or stop paying, and your credit could be destroyed or the house
foreclosed. Talk to your attorney about setting up transparent payment requirements with legal recourse in case this happens.
4. Sell or Stay? Put your emotions aside and ask yourself if you can
truly afford the home. In addition to the mortgage, taxes and
insurance, consider the cost to clean and maintain the home and
yard. Perhaps it’s better to sell, purchase a smaller home, and
focus your time and money on starting your new life.
Talk to a lender about preapproval for both a purchase and a refinance before you commit to the home’s disposition. You will go
into the divorce negotiation with a clear plan of what you can and
cannot afford.

Denise Pajak (NMLS#6191) is a vice president and mortgage banker at the Private Bank of Decatur (NMLS#758195). She can be reached at 678.799.4167.
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YOUR MONEY
by Carolyn Torres-Mabe

Mediation: A Wise Alternative
To Divorce Litigation
MEDIATION IS A non-confrontational process in which a trained mediator
helps people identify issues and reach a
mutually agreeable resolution as an alternative to litigating in the court system.
Mediation is an especially useful and effective tool for helping couples who have
decided to seek a divorce and want to reach
a settlement without court intervention.
Since the mediator functions as a neutral,
he/she does not represent or advocate for
one person or the other.
Divorce can contain highly emotional
and personal issues that many people would
prefer to be dealt with in a private setting
rather than a public forum such as court.
Also, the stress of divorce can make it difficult to stay focused on what issues need
to be raised, but a mediator can ensure all
relevant matters are addressed.
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There are many issues that must be
addressed when a couple contemplates
divorce, such as who will continue to live
in the marital residence, how the joint
credit card be paid, and how the retirement
accounts be handled. These are just a few of
those issues. If children are involved, then
issues regarding which parent will have the
children for the holidays and how child
support will be paid must also be considered and determined.
Litigating a divorce can be an emotional and financial strain on all parties
involved. Filing a divorce with the court
system, engaging in a formal exchange
of information and documents, and preparing for court can result in significant
legal fees and many months of emotional
turmoil for not only the spouses, but for
the children as well. Getting divorced is
difficult enough without creating greater
financial hardship and causing additional emotional stress by litigating the issues in the court system.
Mediation is a process that allows a couple to resolve all issues
regarding the divorce in a non-aggressive and cost-efficient manner. During mediation, the parties have the option of discussing
these issues together with the mediator or separately to afford
each person ample space and time to speak candidly and consider
potential resolutions. Mediation is a confidential process. The
mediator will not testify in court regarding what was discussed in
mediation so to further encourage settlement. The goal of mediation is to end the session with an agreement signed by both of the
parties, called a mediated agreement. This agreement is the result
of cooperation, compromise and thoughtful consideration about
how the marriage will dissolve.
Parties that choose to participate in mediation have the option
of attending mediations with or without attorneys present to represent their interests. The attorneys at Gibbs & Mabe encourage
clients to consider and participate in mediation as an alternative to
divorce litigation. We at Gibbs & Mabe regularly represent clients
in mediation and are available to serve as the mediator. Please call us
a 404.692.5846 or visit our website at GibbsMabe.com to schedule
a consultation regarding mediation.
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WELCOME TO YOUR NEW HOME

1354 THE BY WAY, DRUID HILLS

674 TIMM VALLEY RD, PEACHTREE PARK

1711 E CLIFTON RD, DRUID HILLS

Serenely nestled on a private park-like lot in the
heart of historic Druid Hills, you’d never guess
Emory University and the CDC are just a short
stroll away from this stately brick traditional,
gracefully proportioned with six bedrooms and
five-and-a-half bathrooms. The spacious home
brings together classic inspiration with the best
of new construction to offer modern amenities
that cater to today’s living with architectural
details reminiscent of a period home. An elegant
foyer welcomes guests to the open yet intimate
floor plan complete with library, eat-in kitchen,
formal dining room, and attached garage.
Unwind in the main level owner’s suite where a
soaking tub, separate shower, and walk-in closet
awaits. Special features like lofty high ceilings,
a distinctive family room fireplace, solid wood
doors, charming arches, and polished heart of
pine floors speak to an excellence in design and
craftsmanship that translates to luxury living.
$1,275,000

There’s not a buyer “must have” this 6 bedroom,
6.5 bathroom brick beauty can’t answer as a
custom new build with the luxury and prestige
you’d expect from its heart-of-Buckhead address.
Craftsmanship extraordinaire, Liam Homes, put
its signature touches of solid construction and
impeccable details throughout — fine coffered and
10-foot ceilings, trim-work, and upgraded fixtures
and appliances. An enviable open layout suits both
modern living and entertaining needs with a smart
mudroom off the 3 car garage and a grand entry
foyer. Gatherings start in the open family room,
breakfast area, and gourmet kitchen and continue
to the screened porch with fireplace overlooking a
private backyard. Live like a royal in the owner’s suite
where a spa-like bathroom boasts classic pedestal
tub, separate vanity areas, and palatial his and hers
closet. Everything has a place with a super-sized
pantry and butler’s pantry, walk-in bedroom closets,
and an unfinished, stubbed basement.
$1,200,000

Sited on beautiful woodland gardens designed by
Frank Lloyd Wright’s granddaughter, Melissa Galt,
this limestone Craftsman Dutch Colonial rests on
the crest of Druid Hills, walking distance to Emory
Village and Fernbank Elementary. A porte-cochère
ushers you inside where gorgeous architectural
details offset tech-savvy additions with built-in
cherry bookcases, oak flooring, and integrated
high fidelity sound system. Opposite a warm,
fireside library, the living room opens to a formal
dining area. A spacious, eat-in kitchen delivers
backyard access, stainless steel appliances, cherry
cabinets, and granite countertops. An expansive
guest suite/second master showcases vaulted
ceilings and overlooks a serene brick patio.
Upstairs, two guest bedrooms line a central great
room. Owner’s suite features tranquil, tree-lined
view, Jacuzzi tub, dual vanity, and custom walk-in
closet. Full, partially-finished attic makes for smart
storage and easy expansion.
$899,000
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107 CHAMPLAIN ST, DECATUR

304 RIDGELAND AVE, DECATUR

122 LAMONT DR, DECATUR

Overlooking a quiet corner of the much desired
Great Lakes neighborhood, this four bedroom,
three bathroom craftsman bungalow combines
contemporary designer finishes with charming
cottage details throughout. Gatherings flow
effortlessly from the expansive kitchen, with
marble countertops, custom cabinetry, and a walkin pantry, into a living room with French door
access to a private patio. Through a butler’s pantry,
a separate dining room offsets a sun-soaked office
and main-level guest suite. Upstairs, an owner’s
suite delivers dual walk-in closets and a spa-like
bath. Two additional bedrooms and a one-car
garage complete this stunning total renovation.
$799,000

Sited along the northern boundary of Glenn Creek
Nature Preserve, this custom-built luxe craftsman
home offers a lush landscape and curated finishes.
A large, open living and dining area frames a
private office on the main level. An expansive
kitchen boasts classic white cabinetry, stainless
steel appliances, granite countertops, and screened
porch access. Unwind in the stately owner’s suite
with a spa-like bath featuring rain-head shower,
soaking tub, and walk-in closet. Downstairs, a lavish
basement showcases slate flooring, wine cellar,
home theater, and a one-car garage.
$775,000

Combining charming period finishes with luxe
modern amenities, this sun-laden brick cottage
delivers a fluid floorplan on an idyllic street near
Downtown Decatur. Columns and curved arches
usher you into a warm living area opposite a spacious
dining room with judge’s paneling. A heart-of-home,
farmhouse kitchen features built-in wine rack, prep
sink, and walk-in pantry. Jack-and-Jill bedrooms
share a fully renovated bath with dual marble vanity.
Unwind in the plush owner’s suite with gorgeous,
spa-like bath and walk-in closet. Cozy up with a
good book in the fireside library or porch-side den.
A beautiful, brick-enclosed backyard boasts a natural
gas fireplace and organic garden all can enjoy.
$750,000
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161 RIDGELAND AVE, DECATUR

417 OAKLAND ST, DECATUR

1529 REGENCY WALK DR, OAK GROVE

Eco-friendly and sited along the corners of Glenn
Creek Nature Preserve, this captivating twostory EarthCraft home combines smart design
with alluring character. An open floorplan ushers
eyes from an expansive screened porch, across a
fireside family room with built-ins, into a curated
kitchen with breakfast area. A private dining area
with coffered ceiling offsets a guest suite with
tiled shower. Upstairs, two additional bedrooms
rest adjacent a master suite with oversized walkin closet and en-suite bath featuring double
vanity, soaking tub, and separate shower. The
lower level delivers a flex entertainment room
and fifth bedroom with bath. A detached twocar carport completes this stunning home.
COMING SOON

2010 Decatur Design Award-winning home on
quiet, dead-end street just a brief walk from Court
Square. Upgraded finishes include quartz and
marble countertops, solid wood custom cabinetry,
and hardwood floors throughout. An open floor plan
stretches from the living room with gas fireplace into
a sun-filled dining room and a kitchen with stainless
steel appliances. From the living room, French doors
open onto a screened porch and deck overlooking
the landscaped backyard. Owner’s suite delivers a
walk-in closet and private bath with curbless shower.
$429,000

Sited on a private enclave of brick-front homes,
this classically inspired neo-colonial home
boasts a 2-story entryway, handsome wood
finishes, and gorgeous trim work throughout.
Enjoy leisurely strolls to Oak Grove Village and
easy access to Emory, CDC, and Downtown
Decatur. An inviting, open floorplan showcases
a formal dining area with trey ceiling and judges
paneling, library with bay window, and a fireside
living room with rear deck access. The eat-in
kitchen delivers granite countertops, sleek
appliances, and subway tile backsplash. Upstairs,
a spacious owner’s suite offers sun-lit views,
dual vanity, soaking tub, and separate shower.
A side-entry 2-car garage provides parking and
additional storage.
$425,000
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G R OV E AT AVO N D A L E ,
a collection of 36 cottages neighboring The
Museum School, and within walking distance
of historic downtown Avondale Estates. With
friendly porches and walkable paths, the
community encourages gatherings at the pool
or on the common lawn. Select from a wide
variety of floor plans that add to the unique
characteristics that make each home special.
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