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Art classes, fitness instruction, book clubs and
symphony performances! Your local library has
become so much more than a just a place to
borrow books.

If your child is struggling in school with math,
you may want to consider some highly effective
professional help.

Former Decatur High School Principal Bill
Funk continues to impact local students thanks
to the Decatur Education Foundation’s Funk
Global Awareness Fund.

Leaving your feline buddy behind is never easy,
but this option takes away some of the sting for
you and your cat.

Are you wondering what color to paint
your home’s exterior? Here are a few tips for
narrowing down the choices.

Mutual Funds and ETFs – Do You Know
the Difference?

Small energy leaks can
really add up.
Do you know how much energy your home is wasting?
The average home has enough air leaks to create an opening over 3 feet wide. So schedule a
Whole House Energy Assessment, performed by a program participating contractor, to find out
where your home is losing energy. Complete a home energy assessment and you’ll get up to a
$225 rebate. And if you make the recommended home energy improvements, you could get up
to $2,350 in rebates. Learn more at georgiapower.com/wholehouse or call 1-877-310-5607.
© 2015 Georgia Power. All rights reserved. Certain restrictions apply. Must be a Georgia Power customer. Valid through December 2015. Rebate eligibility
varies based on improvements made and energy reduction achieved. Rebate request must be submitted with receipt within 60 days of purchase or
installation of qualifying improvements. Full details available online.
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Spring…at Last!
THE HARSH WINTER WEATHER and the fickle early start really make you
grateful when spring arrives in full force at last. Longer days and warmer weather mark an
end to hibernation and beckon us outdoors where everything just seems new, fresh and
bursting with life.
In this issue of Decatur Living we spotlight a couple of fresh new businesses — a new
women’s clothing boutique (page 14) and a new dining and entertainment option from the
folks at Cakes & Ale. You can now enjoy a global wine experience without leaving Downtown Decatur at their recently debuted Cafe Wine Bar (page 20).
We also feature new options for helping your child with math (page 19), tips for selecting a new paint color for your home (page 29), new investment options (page 32), and new
programs at our wonderful local library (page 18).
There’s even something new at one of the area’s oldest home tours — the 47th annual
Druid Hills Tour of Homes & Gardens and Artist Market. This year Emory Village Plaza
joins in the celebration with a full slate of live music performances — The Garden Fresh
Pickers Bluegrass Band will launch the festivities Friday night. Emory Village Plaza will also
be the site of a 5k this year on Sunday (page 9). You’ll also
find new inspiration for updating your home and garden
at this year’s tour, fresh ideas and new plants at the Lullwater Conservation Garden Plant Sale, and new unique
décor for your home at the Artists Market.
We hope that this spring season renews your spirit
Natalie Gregory
Publisher, Decatur Living
and inspires you.

WRITERS	Sherry Baker
Jane Beal
Jill Joplin
Marcy Lee
Peter Michelson
Denise Pajak
Nia Schooler
Lawrence Waller II
Theresa Woodgeard

Decatur Living

Telephone: 404.373.4262
sales@decaturliving.com

Decatur Living is published bi-monthly by Natalie Gregory.
Distribution is a minimum of 14,000 with up to 11,000 being
mailed to households in Decatur, Druid Hills, Avondale Estates,
Candler Park and Lake Claire and Oak Grove. Contents of this
magazine may not be reproduced without written permission
from the publisher. Advertisers and advertising agencies assume
liability for content of all advertisements. The publisher does
not necessarily share the editorial opinions expressed in Decatur
Living Magazine. Personal decisions regarding health, finance,
and other matters should be made after consultation with the
reader’s professional advisors.

Decatur Living is now on Facebook.
C H E C K O U T T H I S I S S U E O N L I N E @ W W W. D E C AT U R L I V I N G . C O M
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ON THE COVER:
Druid Hills Tour of Homes & Gardens and Artist Market

We Put The World At Your Feet TM

Fine Oriental Rugs Since 1931

SaleS
Cleaning
ReStoRation
368 West Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur, Georgia

www.Sharian.com

404-373-2274

Jim Garner, 4th Generation
Only certified Master Rug cleaner & certified Rug Appraiser in Georgia

n

Your Neighborhood Lender
I can make your dream home a reality

n
n
n
n
n
n
n

90% Jumbo with no PMI
FHA Financing with 3.5% Down
15, 20, 30 year terms
First Time Home Buyers
Adjustable Rate Mortgages (ARM)
Purchase and Refinance
Home Equity Lines of Credit
Construction and Renovation Loans

Denise Pajak

Vice President, Mortgage Banker

678-799-4167

dpajak@privateplus.com
NMLS# 6191

A Division of the Private Bank of Buckhead
Equal Housing Lender. Copyright 2014 Private Plus Mortgage. NMLS# 758195. Offer of Credit Subject to Approval. Member FDIC. All Rights Reserved.
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The personalized touch
of your family doctor
The accessability and
expanded range of services
of a walk-in clinic

Best in care from
doctors who care
American CareSource welcomes Frank M.
Lockwood, M.D. as Medical Director of our
Decatur primary care and urgent care facility.
Dr. Lockwood has been a family practice
physician in the local community for nearly
two decades. He is board certified in family
medicine and sits on the faculty of the School
of Medicine at Mercer and Emory universities.

FRANK M. LOCKWOOD, M.D.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Our team of board-certified physicians
and licensed nurses are not only experts at
what they do, but are also compassionate
communicators who take the time to listen to
your concerns and answer all your questions.
When it comes to your specific health needs,
American CareSource is here to serve you:

LOCATION

Full-service primary care complete
with in-house X-rays and labs

1418 Scott Blvd.
Decatur, GA 30033
(404) 600.1000

Urgent care available 7 days a week
with no appointment

HOURS

Most insurance plans accepted

Monday–Friday

8 am –8 pm

Saturday–Sunday

9 am–6 pm

Online patient portal to manage appointments,
and more

AMERICANCARESOURCE.COM

COVER STORY

by Marcy Lee

Celebrate Spring with a Perennial Favorite
RESIDENTS OF ONE OF the city’s most historic and vibrant neighborhoods, Druid
Hills, invite the public to join them in celebrating their illustrious past and bright future at
the 47th annual 2015 Druid Hills Tour of Homes & Gardens and Artist Market the weekend
of May 1-3, 2015. The theme of this year’s tour is History Happens Here. This year’s tour will
showcase architecture from the renowned firm of Ivey & Crook, interior designers from the
region, southern fare, local musicians, Georgia artists and Emory Village merchants. Now, as in
the past, the community culture of Druid Hills, led by the ever diligent local Civic Association
that dates back to the 1930s, is vibrant, inspirational, celebratory, and focused on preserving
and extending the vision of the noted landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted.

The 47th Annual 2015
Druid Hills Tour of
Homes & Gardens and
Artist Market
Spring 2015
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Tour Highlights
The premiere tour of homes in Atlanta, the 2015 Druid Hills Tour
of Homes & Gardens and Artist Market celebrates its 47th year with
five homes, a garden and a plant sale that feature the work of master
renovators and gardeners:
Home of Kathie and Charles Palmer, 948 Lullwater Road, NE
Built in 1929 by Coca-Cola founder Asa Candler as a wedding gift for
his son John, this expansive home was Ivey and Crook’s job number
215. Notable features include the impressively sized foyer with circular stair, paneled living room, and original library.
Home of Peggy and Henry Hibbert, 1451 North Decatur Road, NE
This classical home, designed by Lewis Edmund Crook and built
in 1924, was one of the architect’s early jobs. Among the first
homes built along North Decatur Road, it sits on an acre of land
that is largely comprised of old growth forest.
Jennifer Saliers and Bill Levisay,1284 Fairview Road, NE
Set back from the street on a broad lawn, this 1923 Georgian Revival house
was Ivey and Crook’s job number 112. The house exemplifies Crook’s
interest in using regional precedent in the construction of local homes. Of
particular interest is a framed set of original floor plans in the stairwell.
Helen and Donald O’Shea, 1146 Lullwater Road, NE
Native azalea and perennials abound in this colorful informal garden
through which the visitor strolls on a simple stone path. The owners, one
10
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of whom is a master gardener, have devoted themselves to creating a series
of “rooms” that are pleasant to walk through and gaze at from the house.
Erika and David Brookes, 960 Oakdale Road, NE
This circa 1925 home has just undergone a complete renovation that
encompasses many creative and custom features. The kitchen, designed in
large part around the homeowners’ vision, won the 2015 Atlanta Homes &
Lifestyles magazine Kitchen of the Year Award. With no upper cabinets, and
surrounded by windows, its clean design is highly imaginative.
Niki Paris and Myron Kramer, 1312 Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE
A well designed townhome located in the Adair Estate, the Paris/
Kramer residence encompasses three levels and 3,600 square feet.
Contemporary furnishings blend with the traditional architectural
design featuring extensive use of moldings and heart pine floors.
A perennial stop on the annual home tour is the Lullwater Conservation Garden Plant Sale (Lorraine Loftis, 952 Lullwater Road, NE).
New this year, the tour will feature a series of free events open to the
public at Emory Village including:
• Artist Market
• Nightly entertainment: Garden Fresh Pickers Bluegrass Band,
688 Band, Bradley Cole Smith
• Institute of Classical Architecture (ICA) Lecture on the
architectural firm of Ivey & Crook
• Guided Walking Tour of Ivey & Crook buildings on
the Emory University campus

EMORY VILLAGE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
All events are free and open to the public.
Friday, May 1
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Emory Village Plaza
Garden Fresh Pickers Bluegrass Band
The Garden Fresh Pickers have
played together for more than two
years. Members of the band are
Keith Caldwell (guitar), Annie Godfrey
(banjo), Brendan Held (fiddle),
Mike Nugent (mandolin) and Beth
Stevenson (bass). Cumulatively the
band members have over 100 years
of musical experience.
Saturday, May 2
11 a.m. – noon
The Little Chapel at Glenn Memorial
Lecture on Ivey & Crook
Presented by The Institute of
Classical Architecture (ICA),
discussants are Laura Howard,
LLC, granddaughter of Lewis Crook,
and Wright Marshall, owner of
Revival Construction.

• Patch Dash 5K Fun Run/Walk and
Tot Trot (requires registration and
entry fee).
The Druid Hills Civic Association
The Druid Hills Civic Association was founded
in 1938 to preserve Atlanta’s Druid Hills neighborhood and to protect its unique heritage of
parks and architecture. The Association carries
out these responsibilities by exercising vigilance
in zoning matters, maintaining a liaison with
local governing bodies, informing the citizens of
community issues, and promoting the general
welfare of the community for the enjoyment of
its residents today and in the future.
Save the Date
The tour events take place Friday, May 1, 10
a.m. – 5 p.m.; Saturday, May 2, 10 a.m. –
5 p.m.; and Sunday, May 3, 1–5 p.m. The
Artist Market takes place Saturday, May 2,
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Sunday, May 3, 1–5
p.m. Tickets may be purchased in advance
on the website: DruidHillsTour.org. Proceeds from the tour and events benefit the
Druid Hills neighborhood, which is on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Noon – 1 p.m.
Emory Campus
Guided Walking Tour of Ivey &
Crook Buildings on Emory
University Campus
Join Jennifer Fabrick, LLC, Director
of Emory Campus Planning, as
she leads a walking tour of the
Ivey & Crook buildings on the
Emory University Campus. Tour
departs from Little Chapel at Glenn
Memorial Church.
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
1534 North Decatur Road
Darden Research Center
Artist Market
The Artist Market will feature
paintings, prints, jewelry, and
sculpture of Atlanta artists. The
works are available for purchase.

5-6:30 p.m.
Emory Village Plaza
688 Band
The opening band will be local band
688, featuring Ron Huey on vocals
and acoustic guitar; Nic Huey on bass;
Charles Calhoun, guitar; and Price
Carlton on drums. 688 plays classic rock,
current favorites and a few originals.
7-10 p.m.
Emory Village Plaza
Bradley Cole Smith
Bradley Cole Smith has been playing
around Atlanta since his high school
days. He is well known for his time
leading Doublewide, which would
consistently pack Smith’s Olde Bar,
The Chameleon Club, and other great
venues. He continues to entertain
across the Southeast, mixing original
music with crowd pleaser covers ranging
from Van Morrison and The Rolling
Stones to Elvis and Three Dog Night.
Sunday, May 3
8-10 a.m. (onsite registration
opens at 6:45 a.m.)
Emory Village Plaza
Patch Dash 5K Fun Run/Walk
and Tot Trot
5K run/walk begins and ends in Emory
Village. Tot Trot for kids 5 & under. Race
proceeds to benefit Press On To Cure
Childhood Cancer: PressonFund.org.
T-shirts and goodie bags to participants.
Contact Ed Williams (404.327.7738) or
register online: Active.com/Atlanta-ga/
running/distance-running-races/
patch-dash-5k-2015.
1-5 p.m.
1534 N. Decatur Road
Darden Research Center
Artist Market
The Artist Market will feature
paintings, prints, jewelry, and
sculpture of Atlanta artists. The
works are available for purchase.

Bring in your tour ticket during tour weekend and receive a 15 percent
discount at Ink & Elm, Slice & Pint, and Saba.

Spring 2015
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Your Local Roofing Company
Free roof inspections
• Gutters
• Chimney Pans
• Painting
• Shingle recycling
•

404.875.2299 • www.imbrexroofing.com
12
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YOUR STYLE
by Theresa Woodgeard
Photos by Art of Life Photography

Spring into Latest
Fashions at Bleu Hanger

WARMER WEATHER AND WHITE clouds of blooming dogwoods clearly signal
it’s time to turn our thoughts to a new spring and summer wardrobe. If you’re wondering
what the new colors, styles and trends are, Bleu Hanger, a chic new women’s boutique in
Decatur, has answers.
“Wrap dresses, A-line
skirts and patterned shorts
are all in for spring,” says
owner Meldora Skaggs.
Prints are also popular, along
with ponchos, kimonos and
soft blouses. “I like statement pieces, bold colors,
soft materials and detailed
accents and embellishments
made with beading, fringe,
or lace,” adds Skaggs.
Her artistic talent not only
comes through in her flair for fashion, but in the
boutique’s décor as well. “Customers tell me that
shopping here is like walking through a masterpiece of art work,” Skaggs says. The interior has
a French theme and all the clothes are displayed
on blue hangers. The neat, organized shop offers
a pleasant ambiance with plenty of room for
shoppers to browse at their leisure and find what
speaks to them.
“We cater to women of all sizes, and
often it’s the clothes for curvy women that
14

DECATUR LIVING

Spring 2015

are the quickest to go,” says Skaggs. The
unique, well-made clothing and accessories are reasonably priced, with most items
under $100. Styles range from trendy to
conservative by designers from Los Angeles to overseas. Others are locally made in
Atlanta including a line of leather handbags
and a jewelry collection.
“Mel (Meldora) is forward thinking and
always one step ahead when it comes to fashion,” says store manager Joey Molina. “When
you’re in this kind of business, you have to be
on the edge. We feel it’s also important to have
a strong social media presence to build our
relationship with the community,” Molina
explains. The line of communication is open
every day through blogs, Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.
New items are added weekly. Pair a long
top with a pair of jeans and a scarf, or find a
cute skirt or dress with pockets. “What you’ll
find at Bleu Hanger will transcend any age,”
says Skaggs. “We’re ready to search near and
far for one-of-a-kind pieces. You never know
what kind of surprise you’ll find.”
Bleu Hanger is located at 305 E. College
Avenue in Decatur. For more information,
visit BleuHanger.com or call 404.254.1256.

Get It

Our
Spring menu
is’blooming
delicious.
Come in and try our Spring menu ﬁlled with
Chef-inspired favorites and handcrafted cocktails.
Grab everyone you know and try
something new at Marlow’s.

Special Selection of
Bernhardt Upholstery

Sign up to be a Marlow’s Insider to get
exclusive offers and event invitations at
marlowstavern.com.

Sofas • Chairs • Ottomans • Sectionals
Leather or Fabric
Tuesday – Saturday 10 - 6
131 East Trinity Place
Decatur, GA 30030
404.378.0197
www.131trinity.com
PARKING IN BACK!

(Between Greene’s and Chick fil-A)

Meet me at Marlow's.

Hope to see you soon Wallace & Lisa

©2015 Marlow’s Tavern
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$500*off closing costs.

Perfect timing!
Is it time to move? Take advantage of our

Mortgage Special: mention this ad and close
your loan with us to
receive $ 500* off your
closing costs. It’s easy
to get pre-approved at
emoryacu.com.

P

*Loan application must be received
by June 30, 2015.

404.329.6415

Federally insured by NCUA
Dekalb County residents are eligible to join.

DecLiving_0315_2.indd 1
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1237 Clairmont Rd.
Decatur, GA 30030
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Visit Avondale’s newest
neighborhood restaurant
Come on in for brunch on Saturdays and
Sundays between 11:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.

The Bishop is located at 124 North Avondale Road
in Avondale Estates, Ga.
Parking is available directly behind the restaurant.
thebishopae.com
Mention this ad to receive $7 off your next brunch
at The Bishop. Deal valid for one per table.

Spring 2015
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
by Jill Joplin

Get to Know Your
DeKalb County Public Library
DID YOU KNOW THE DeKalb County Public Library (DCPL) offers more than 5,000
programs for children and adults each year? These include the Vacation Reading Program,
art classes, fitness instruction, book clubs and symphony performances. Programs also include
numerous free author talks. DCPL is home to the Georgia Center for the Book, which partners
with independent book stores to host programs with Georgia-based and bestselling national
authors. Last year featured Anne Lamont, BJ Novak, Carl Hiassen, Sue Monk Kidd and Terry
McMillan, to name a few.

The Foundation
raises money from
grants, events and
individuals who
simply love
and support
the Library.
18

DECATUR LIVING

Spring 2015

“Last year, more than 100,000 children and adults attended these programs,”
notes DCPL Director Alison Weissinger.
“The Library provides more than just
books these days. It offers the public a
place to grow, learn new skills, gain access
to technology, as well as enjoy a good
book.” Free access to Wi-Fi and public
computer stations is available at each
of the 22 branches throughout DeKalb
County. And in addition to an existing
eLibrary of electronic books, DCPL now
hosts an account with Zinio allowing
cardholders access to more than 50 free
emagazine titles.
DCPL also offers literacy services to
underserved citizens in DeKalb County.

Four literacy outreach initiatives serve
immigrants and refugees, children and
parents in transitional housing, families
waiting at public health centers, and students in the Scottdale community seeking
homework assistance. Literacy outreach is
supported with funding from the DeKalb
Library Foundation, a nonprofit organization that exists to provide support for
DCPL beyond public funding. Mary Pat
Crouch serves as president of the DeKalb
Library Foundation Board of Directors.
“The DeKalb Library Foundation ensures
DCPL can offer these literacy programs
which are not funded by DeKalb County
tax dollars,” she notes.
The Foundation raises money from
grants, events and individuals who simply
love and support the Library. Each February, the Foundation celebrates Love Your
Library Month specifically to support literacy initiatives. “This February, we were
pleased to have Souper Jenny Decatur host
a Grilled Cheese Night dedicated to the
Library,” says Jill Joplin, executive director
of the DeKalb Library Foundation. “A portion of the sales from that night will support
our literacy work.” Individuals can donate
anytime of the year toward their favorite
neighborhood library in recognition of a
loved one, or by attending a yearly fundraising event. On September 24, the DeKalb
Library Foundation will host A Novel Affair
which will combine a featured food writer
with tastes and experiences from DeKalb
County’s favorite restaurants.
Get to know your DeKalb County Public
Library by visiting the website at DekalbLibrary.org. To learn how you can provide
support, visit DekalbLibrary.org/support-us/
library-foundation/.

The Mathnasium Difference
®

YOUR CHILDREN
by Theresa Woodgeard

Comprehensive
Evaluation
Oral and written diagnostic upon joining
Regular ongoing evaluations/reports
Collaboration with school teacher

Adding up to Success for Kids

Individualized
Instruction

Small group setting
Teacher to student ratio of 1 to 4

Customized
Program for Each Student

Caters to individual needs and pace
Mathnasium
ofwithDecatur
Works
all different

The
Mathnasium
Combination
WHAT
IS THE PROBABILITY of meeting a room full of kids
of are
Techniques
Method
who
excited about math? Statistically
speaking, the odds are fairly
TM

learning styles

duced in third or fourth grade, there is often a major departure in

State
kids’Standards
understanding of math, which is why many begin to lag behind.

Mental,
Verbal,
Visual,
withcan
statebestandards
“This
demoralizing and lead the child to think they are not
low.
Yet most
afternoons,
Mathnasium of Decatur, a math-only learn-Consistent
Tactile, Written
good at math,” says Younis. “But when their skills start to improve,
ing center is full of students eager to learn about the often dreaded
their confidence begins to grow, and their attitudes change.”
subject of math.
“We pride ourselves on kids wanting to come here,” says
Sam
YouNo MathnasiumFourth grader Maya Goren is a case in point. “Before I came here I
Verbal Reasoning
hated math,” she says. “There were so many rules I didn’t understand,
nis, owner and director of the Decatur franchise. The unique Homework
approach
through Oral Questioning
and I didn’t have teachers to help. Now I know how to write an equaprovides individualized instruction in a group setting toAll
kids
in
grades
work done at the Center
Students’ understanding of concepts
2-12. “We teachchecked
math in
a
way
that
makes
sense
to
them.
When
kids
under supervision tion. Every time I come here it makes me happy and energetic.”
and reinforced
understand math they leap ahead.”
Students work in small groups with pencil
and paper, face to face with a caring instructor
who knows exactly what their needs are and
how to help them improve their math skills.

How Mathnasium Works

99

+9

9 + 99 =

?

Mental
99 + 99 + 99
= 100 + 100 + 100 – 3
= 300 – 3
= 297

Verbal
Percent means “for each 100.” “7%
of 300” is “7 for the first 100, 7 for the
second 100, and 7 for the third 100.
So, 7% of 300 = 7 + 7 + 7 = 21.”

Some are behind because of gaps in their math
Visual
Tactile
foundation and
need remediation, some just
If each circle is a dime, how much
Counting chips for +, –, x, ÷
need extra help
withishomework
others
money
shown in theand
picture?
Dice for probability
Learning about time with round clocks
need to be challenged.
To get an accurate picture of a student’s Written
skills, needs and learning style, each child is
1,236
given a detailed assessment. Then a custom- 234 2,000 259 6 341
28 –in123
Tate Wust sees impressive changes in her 7-year-old son, Lars, and
ized learning plan is designed and given to the+ child
a personalized
x7
11-year old daughter, Elsa. “Lars is a gifted student who wasn’t getting
binder. Students work on this prescriptive plan independently, which
what he needed,” she explained. After his assessment they knew exactly
could take up to a couple of months. Along the way instructors make
how to challenge him. For example, he’s learned how to reason out
sure concepts are understood, often through oral evaluation.
reverse fractions such as: 2/3 of what number is 10? “He loves coming
“Asking them to work through their thoughts and explain what
here. If we took away Mathnasium, Lars would be devastated.”
steps they took to get the answer reinforces understanding,” Younis
Elsa needed help solidifying her math skills in a safe and nurturing
says. Students are taught it’s okay to think creatively and that there are
environment. “We’ve seen a huge improvement in her math and her condifferent ways to solve the same problem. Success is often dramatic
fidence,” says Wust. “Another important component is the social element
with an improvement of 30 percent or more.
they experience at Mathnasium with other students. That goes a long
In the early grades math is often taught and learned by rote but that
way with kids,” says Wust. “My husband and I couldn’t be more pleased.”
method doesn’t help a child form number sense or teach them how to
reason through problems, Younis explains. Since math is built progresMathnasium of Decatur is located at 1248 Clairmont Road #3C in
sively on skills, it’s really important that students have a solid base.
Decatur. For more information visit Mathnasium.com/Decatur or
For example, converting fractions to decimals and decimals to
call 404.974.4690.
percents is crucial to learning algebra. Yet when fractions are intro-

www.mathnasium.com

© 2014 Mathnasium LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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ENTERTAINMENT
SPOTLIGHT
by Lorrie Bryan
Photos by Art of Life Photography

Decatur’s Fine Wine Experience
At Cakes & Ale Café and Wine Bar
THERE ARE A NUMBER of places
nearby where you can enjoy an excellent
cocktail or beer and perhaps unwind with
friends or a special someone. But if you
thirst for a richer more gratifying experience,
you should consider heading to Downtown
Decatur and stopping by Cakes & Ale’s Café
and Wine Bar. Tuesday through Saturday
after 6 p.m., the Café transitions from a coffee shop and café to a full wine bar serving a
variety of wines and small plates.
Indulge in a range of dishes including
the famous Arancini, prosciutto with housemade pickles, oysters on the half shell, and
cheese plates prepared by James Beard Award
nominee Chef Billy Allin as you embark on a
wine-fused path that showcases a thoughtful
selection of outstanding wines from Burgundy’s chardonnay & pinot noirs to Germany’s
Rieslings and California’s cabernets and more
— and takes you on a global journey where
you can experience the world through your
palette. “Subtle nuances of the soil and air in
the world’s great wine-growing regions lend
their distinct flavors to the wine. You can
taste where they came from,” explains Allin,
Cakes & Ale’s distinguished chef/owner.
“Drinking wine naturally inspires comment
and discussions — Where is it from? What
do you taste? Wine is a thoughtful drink that
is engaging and lends itself to conversation.”
The Café Wine Bar is a great option for
people who aren’t looking for a full-blown
dinner but would like to enjoy some exceptional food and wine. It reflects the Allin’s
basic dining philosophy: cook unassuming
food using the highest quality ingredients
and serve it in a comfortable and welcoming
setting. The Wine Bar is also a popular destination for diners who want to top off their
evening with a great dessert paired with
wine. “Our crème brulee is excellent with a
20
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glass of champagne, or you can enjoy a glass
of Cabernet with our chocolate cake,” Allin
says. Extraordinary ports and sherry are also
on the dessert list here.
Not a wine snob? Not a problem. Allin
who co-owns their enterprising restaurant/
café/bakery/wine bar along with his creative
wife, Kristin, is quick to point out that their
talented sommeliers are eager to guide you
along the path to wine enlightenment. “Our
goal is to share our knowledge, educate our
patrons and offer an enriching wine experience. We have a very enlightened staff that
is passionate about wines and eager to help
patrons experience and enjoy our wines —
whether they are occasional wine drinkers
or more seasoned wine enthusiasts.” The
Wine Bar offers weekly Wine 101 classes on
Wednesday evenings taught by Sommelier/
Beverage Manager Melissa Davis.

To facilitate your wine exploration,
the Cakes & Ale Wine Shop now offers a
full selection of wines — specializing in
extraordinary wines from around the world
— available for retail purchase. “One of our
wine experts is always available to help you
with your selection,” Allin notes, “And we
offer classes on Wednesday nights to those
who want to learn more.” You can also
opt to join their recently debuted Wine
Club. Sign up to receive three bottles of
wine a month, chosen by Sommeliers Jordan Smelt and Melissa Davis. There are two
tiers, Premier Cru for $45 and Grand Cru
for $75. Included with the wines are details
about each wine, and food pairing suggestions from Cakes & Ale’s culinary team.
Wine Club members will also receive
special discounts in the Wine Shop, and
members-only exclusives.

For more information, visit CakesAndAleRestaurant.com or call 404.377.7994.

NIGHTLY SPECIALS
AT YOUR LOCAL
WINE BAR
Wine Flights in the Wine Bar!
Come sample the favorite wines
from some of Cakes & Ale’s
favorite producers.
Tuesdays: No Corkage!
Purchase a bottle of wine from their
retail shop, and they’ll open it for you
in the restaurant for no corkage fee.
Wednesdays: Wine 101 Classes
Sommelier Melissa Davis will be
teaching wine basics from 6-7 p.m.
in the Wine Bar.
Thursdays: Specialty Tastings
You can enjoy stellar specialty
tastings with winemakers from
around the world. Check back on
their website events page for
updates and details.
Saturdays: Complimentary
Wine Tastings
Stop by from 3-5 p.m., chat with one
of their sommeliers and enjoy some
delicious wine compliments of
Cakes & Ale.

RIBS & ROSÉ
The sun is shining, the flowers are blooming, and great rosé will be pouring! Cakes
& Ale’s second annual Ribs & Rosé celebrates the arrival of spring with a special
party on the patio Sunday, April 19 from 4-6 p.m. Ribs & Rosé is a cocktail party
featuring great food paired with a few favorite rosé wines. The kitchen will be
shucking oysters and serving plates of roasted ribs while wine directors, Jordan
Smelt and Melissa Davis, are pouring glasses of three very different and very
delicious styles of rosé. Space is limited, so call to reserve your place today!
The cost is $65 per person. Email WineShop@CakesandAleRestaurant.com for
information or to reserve a spot for you and your friends.
Spring 2015
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YOUR LOOKS
by Sherry Baker

Beauty Questions?
Decatur Plastic Surgeon Lisa M. DiFrancesco Has Answers

DURING THE WINTER MONTHS, it’s easier to cover up a protruding tummy with
sweaters and other bulky clothes. But now that bathing suit season is around the corner, you
may be thinking about ways to slim and trim your middle. Exercise and weight loss can help.
However, sometimes after pregnancy or weight gain, abdominal muscles weaken, and fat
around the waist and stomach can be difficult to shed. You may also have excess skin after losing extra pounds. A “tummy tuck,” technically known as abdominoplasty, can tighten muscles
and skin and help you get the body shape you desire. Dr. Lisa M. DiFrancesco answers your
questions about abdominoplasty.
Q. How is a tummy tuck performed? In this procedure, abdominal wall muscles are surgically
tightened. Excess fatty tissue and skin are also removed in order to make the abdomen flatter
and give it a more toned appearance.
Q. How does a tummy tuck differ from liposuction? Liposuction only removes fat and may
be all some people need to slim the waist area. Depending on individual needs, however,
liposuction can be used along with abdominoplasty to remove excess fat and sculpt the flanks,
hips and lower back.
Q. What’s the difference between a mini-tummy tuck and a full abdominoplasty? The mini version is used on patients with only mild to moderate amounts of excess fat and skin. A full tummy
tuck involves removal of more significant fat and skin and tightening of the abdominal muscles
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from the rib cage to the pubic area. Incisions
for both mini and full tummy tucks are low
and well hidden in a bikini line.
Q. How long does it take to recover from a
tummy tuck? Mini and full tummy tucks are
two to three-hour-long surgical procedures
performed under general anesthesia. Medication is used to control any post-operative pain.
The full tummy tuck involves a slightly longer
recovery period than the mini version, but all
abdominoplasty patients are usually able to
resume their regular work and most activities in
2 to 3 weeks. Strenuous exercise and heavy lifting should be avoided for one month, however.
Call 404.377.3474 to schedule a personal
consultation with Lisa M. DiFrancesco,
M.D., to discuss your individual needs. For
more information, visit DrDifrancesco.com.
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Chic Women’s BoutiqueCelebrating Seven Years in Decatur
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Are you
ready for
clear skin?
Let’s work
together to get
you there in as
little as 3 months.
465 Winn Way,
Suite 160
Decatur, GA 30030
404.819.7626

www.AtlantaAcneSpecialists.com
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YOUR CHILDREN
By Jane Wilkov, M.D.

Win the Insect Fight!
IN GEORGIA IT IS hard to avoid pesky biting insects such as mosquitoes, ticks, fleas, chiggers and flies. To enjoy outdoor fun,
try wearing loose fitting, long sleeve clothing in muted colors, and socks and shoes instead of sandals. Stay inside at dusk when bugs
are the worst, empty stagnant water containers and avoid using scented lotions. For added protection, try one of the products below.
Type

Efficacy

Duration

Chemical repellants with DEET

Considered best defense against biting
insects - mosquitoes, ticks, chiggers,
fleas, gnats and some flies

2-5 hours depending on concentration Use no more than 30% DEET,
(10% - about 2 hours, 24% about 5 hours) may be greasy.
Do not use < 2 months of age

Precautions/Usage

Chemical repellants with Picaridin

Effective against flies, mosquitoes, chig- 7% is equivalent to about 10 percent
Odorless, non-greasy, and does not
gers, and ticks. May be as effective as
DEET (one to two hours of protecdissolve plastics or other synthetics.
equivalent concentrations of DEET
tion), 20% concentration is equivalent Do not use < 2 months of age
to 20% DEET (four to five hours)

Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus

Variable protection – mosquitoes and
gnats, questionable for ticks

4- 6 hours.

Essential oils such as citronella, cedar,
soybean (Natural products)

Limited and variable protection - high
concentrations may be more effective.
Questionable for ticks

Short term – less than 1 hour for citro- Some may be irritating to the skin
nella. Most need reapplications

Repellants with permethrin

Mosquitoes and ticks

Can last several weeks even with
multiple laundering

Do not use < 3 years of age. Do
not apply more than twice/day

Use on clothing, tents, sleeping
bags – never directly on skin

Always follow the instructions for proper application. Do not use on cuts, wounds or irritated skin. Help apply on young children –do not spray directly on the face.

We make math make sense. Helping kids in grades 2-12.
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LOCAL SCHOOLS
by Nia Schooler and Jane Beal

Lessons on Poverty

Former Decatur High School Principal Bill Funk continues to impact students.
TEACHERS AT DECATUR HIGH School were looking for
a way to help their students understand the profound effect of poverty on
individuals and on the greater society. The creative solution they landed on
was a symposium for the entire freshman class titled “The Price of Poverty,”
which would allow students to see the deeper aspects of this issue. The event
needed funding, and, as it happens, was a perfect fit for the Funk Global
Awareness Fund administered by Decatur Education Foundation.
Bill Funk is a long-time resident of Decatur as well as a former
teacher and principal at Decatur High School (1971-1998). During his
tenure at DHS, he helped design experiences for students that allowed
them to see their lives in the context of a global community. When he
retired, the Funk Global Awareness Fund was established by friends and
supporters to provide funding for projects that would reflect his belief
in educating students with an outward-looking worldview.
One aspect of the symposium was an intensive poverty simulation, facilitated by Emory professor and DHS parent, Michael Rich,
which allowed the students the rare opportunity to walk a mile in
the shoes of those living in poverty. For the simulation, the DHS
gym was transformed into a virtual community that the students,
broken up into family units, were tasked to navigate. As “families,” each student group was forced to prioritize their needs in an
attempt to secure their homes, feed their families, pay their bills,
report to school and work, and attempt to get ahead in life. The
objectives of the simulation were clear, but students quickly learned

how difficult seemingly basic tasks could be when income is limited.
For anyone observing the simulation, it was evident how invested
the students were in the well-being of their designated family units,
despite the many obstacles they faced. Ivy Andrews, a student participant, explained that while she recognizes that there are pathways out
of poverty, she now better understands that “it’s hard for people to get
a head start when they’re behind.” Another student echoed this sentiment saying, “I learned that once you get into the cycle of poverty it’s
hard to get out, especially if you have a kid.”
As part of the symposium, students participated in a service project
with Stop Hunger Now to package meals to be sent to families in foodscarce regions of the world. For several weeks beforehand, the students
employed multiple strategies to raise enough money to provide 360,000
nutrient-rich meals to people in developing countries. As one component of the symposium, they worked in teams, quickly scooping, filling,
weighing, sealing, and boxing up the grain-based ready-to-cook meals.
Ninth grader Whitney Westbrook remarked “It felt amazing to help out
and know that we are feeding so many people.”
Student Skye McKinney said, “I really appreciate knowing that people
in our school system work so hard to allow the students’ opportunities that
let us experience and see other people’s struggles and challenges.”
For further information about this and other programs funded by
Decatur Education Foundation, visit DecaturEducationFoundation.org.

2015 DECATUR
ARTS FESTIVAL
Poster Unveiling • May 7
Bandstand and plaza area in downtown Decatur
Community Lantern Parade • May 15
Downtown - 9p.m. Join us for the 2nd annual Decatur
Lantern Party that begins at Color Wheel Studio and ends in
the heart of the plaza in Decatur.
Decatur Fine Arts Exhibition • May 19 - June 7,
Dalton Gallery Agnes Scott College
ArtWalk • May 22
An evening of art work on display at Decatur restaurants and
shops; a kickoff event to the Decatur Arts Festival. Enjoy fire
twirling, live music and purchase beers from Decatur's up
and coming breweries from 5-10p.m.
Kids Arts Festival • May 23
Decatur Recreation Center, 231 Sycamore St.
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Theater & Literary Arts • May 23-24
Various locations through the festival site area.
New Dance • May 23-24
Decatur Recreation Center, 231 Sycamore St.
Performing Arts • May 23-24
Community Bandstand on the Square (artists include
Baby Bee, Conundrums, Kristin Diable, Karp and Foley,
Ed Roland & the Sweet Tea Project, Sehwe Village
Percussion, Surreal, Bonaventure Quartet, Larry Griffith
Bank and Grand Green, Jr. Bank)
Artists Market • May 23-24
Downtown Decatur, Ponce de Leon Avenue / Clairemont
Avenue / E. Court Square / MARTA Plaza
Last Call – Fine Arts • June 7 • 3-6p.m.
Dalton Gallery, Agnes Scott College, 141 College Ave.

YOUR PET
by Theresa Woodgeard
Photos by Art of Life Photography

Camp Kitty
A Cats-Only Home Away from Home
WHEN THE WEATHER BEGINS
to warm up, our thoughts often turn to
vacation time. For those of us with pets,
finding a happy place for our furry friends
to stay while we’re away can be challenging, especially for cat owners. Camp Kitty,
located on North Decatur Road, offers a
cats-only environment that cats and their
owners truly appreciate.
The unique boarding and day-care service,
now in its sixth year, has welcomed more than
1,000 first-time boarders. The surroundings
naturally create a more peaceful, quiet atmosphere, explains owner Gwen Sparling. “Cats
feel secure and safe here because there are no
dog smells or loud barking to put them on
edge, so it’s easy for them to relax and play.”
Each guest has their own spacious cabin with
enough room to jump and stretch. Most
cabins are three stories, a few are one level
for senior cats that have trouble jumping and
some are slightly smaller for kittens.
If your kitty is particularly social, there is
an activity room where they can get out and
play with their neighbors. However, before
they are let out of their cabins, each cat is
observed for the first 24 hours to assess their
personality and behavior to determine what
their stay will be like. Also, cats from the
same household who get along are allowed
to share a cabin.
Premium services include fresh water
served twice a day and a clean litter box in
each kitty’s quarter. If there are individual
diet needs, the dishes are hand-prepared by
Sparling or her staff. “Some cats need elaborate mealtime preparation with raw foods
that require special attention and mixing,”
Sparling explains. Most importantly, they get
the love and attention of a cat-adoring staff.
Stephen Barnett and his wife, Dia, travel
out of the country several times a year, and
they say they were impressed from their first
visit here two years ago with their cat, Levi,
now 16. “What really stood out for us is the

thoughtful and sincere interest the owner
and her employees show in their work,”
says Barnett. “When you walk into a place
and can feel the positive energy and open,
friendly vibe, it’s a good place to be.” Pictures are posted daily, so no matter where
you are in the world, you can get online to
see how your pet is doing. “Levi is always
happy to be there,” he says. “We are so
pleased with Camp Kitty; we’ll never leave
him anywhere else.”
Aside from vacation time, there are plenty
of occasions that call for boarding. Whatever
the reason — you’re moving, your houseguest is allergic to cats or your kitty needs
special vittles — stop by and ask Sparling to
give you a tour. You’ll find a friendly atmosphere and a proprietor ready to give the
important feline in your life plenty of love.
Camp Kitty is located at 3032 North
Decatur Road in Scottdale. For more
information, call 404.789.8284 or
visit CampKitty.com.
Spring 2015
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YOUR HOME
by Peter Michelson

Ask the Expert
Q. How do I choose exterior paint colors for my home?
A. Choosing paint colors can be a fun and exciting adventure during any home remodeling project.
When you’re choosing paint for the exterior of your home, considerations beyond personal choice
come into play. Here are three tips for choosing a great color for your exterior painting project:

1. Complement Your Neighborhood
When you paint inside your home, you only have to consider your own furnishings. When you
paint the outside of your home, you’ll want to give thought to the surrounding color palette.
You have no say in the color of your neighbor’s homes, but you’ll still want to consider how the
color you choose will look next to theirs. Choosing colors that complement each other is better
for property value regardless of personal tastes.
Don’t forget to consider the local flora — what color are the trees and flowering plants around
and near your home? Do they change color at different times of year? How will your preferred colors
stand up to the changing colors from season to season?

and with different lighting at different times
of day, and different weather conditions, etc...
Your best bet is to buy a quart of the color
you’re considering and test it on an inconspicuous side of your home. This will allow you to
see a larger area of the color as well as watch
the way the color changes at different times of
the day to make sure it’s still a color you love.

2. Complement Your Home’s Architectural Style
In addition to its surroundings, you’ll want to consider the style of the home itself. The architectural style and era in which your house was built should help you narrow down your color
options. Paint manufacturers often have entire collections aimed at specific styles like Craftsman homes or Modern style homes. Make sure your paint choice feels appropriate with the
other visual elements of your home such as the roof or exterior brickwork.

3. Test Large Areas
Another important tip for choosing the paint color for the outside of your home is testing. Don’t rely
on paint chips or color swatches from the store to choose a color. Colors often change as they dry,

Renewal Design-Build is an Atlanta Business Chronicle Top 5 Residential Remodeler.
Reach them at 404.378.6962 or online at
RenewalDesignBuild.com.
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YOUR FINANCES
by Denise Pajak

How to get your Decatur Dream Home
ALL OF THE THINGS that make
Decatur and Druid Hills special also make
it hard to find the right home within your
budget when your family’s needs change.
But there are, in fact, several ways to get
the home you want. Besides purchasing a
move-in ready home, purchasing a fixer
upper or renovating your existing home
are potential solutions.
A renovation purchase loan can open up
possibilities to homes others overlook. It
provides you with the needed cash to add
a second floor, upgrade finishes, expand
the footprint, or create the kitchen you’ve
always dreamed of. In general terms, the
loan is structured by adding the purchase
price to the renovation cost and borrowing

eighty percent of the sum. Besides getting a customized house, you may end
up with more equity, too. Because investors look for a certain price point when
buying a property, there are actually a
lot of homes available that don’t fit the

investor’s model that may be perfect for
an owner-occupied renovation.
If you love your home and just wish
this part or that part was different, a
renovation loan may be the solution.
James Osborne, who just completed a full
renovation of his Druid Hills home says,
“There were benefits from a financial and
a living standpoint. We tailored the house
specifically to our needs.”
Instead of sacrificing aspects of the living space that don’t fit your family’s needs,
renovate to your standard. Keeping an open
mind, patience, and planning can lead to
creating the home you always wanted, no
matter if it’s a brand new property or the one
you’ve come to love.
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Denise Pajak is a vice president, mortgage banker at the Private Bank of Decatur.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Fernbank Museum’s Dangerously
Delicious Tasting Event
April 26 • noon – 3 p.m.
Be sure to make time to stop by the Dangerously Delicious Tasting Event starring
everyday poisons we love to eat. Toxins
are everywhere, often occurring naturally
in foods, but it’s the dose that makes the
poison. Inspired by the exhibition The
Power of Poison and part of a series, this
event showcases the tasty thrills of deathdefying samples, all made with “poisonous”
ingredients that are truly to die for! Dangerously delicious bites will be served by both
the Melting Pot and Judi Cakes. For more
information: FernbankMuseum.org.

Blue Sky Concerts
May 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29
Noon to 3 p.m.
Enjoy a free mid-week lunchtime music
break every Wednesday in May on the
square in downtown Decatur. Bring your
lunch or purchase a special to-go lunch
from a nearby restaurant and enjoy live
performances from a variety of artists. The
musical lineups in May include: Jameson
Elder, Kris Youmans Band, Yoeshi Roberts
Band, Tim O’Donovan and Jason Pomar.

Concerts on the Square
May 4, 11, 18 and 25 and 28
7 - 9:30 p.m.
Every Saturday night in September on the
square in downtown Decatur. Pack your
picnic, bring your quilts and blankets and
enjoy an evening of free musical entertainment. The musical lineups in May include:
Michelle Malone Banned, Green Fest featuring Ed Roland and the Sweet Tea Project,
Soulhound and Magno.

Druid Hills Tour of Homes & Gardens
May 1–3
The Druid Hills Civic Association announces the 2015 Druid Hills Tour of Homes & Gardens
and Artist Market, May 1-3, 2015. The theme of this year’s tour is “History Happens Here.”
Druid Hills comes alive, featuring architecture from the renowned firm of Ivey & Crook, interior designers from the region, southern fare, local musicians, Georgia artists and Emory Village
merchants. Now, as always, the community culture of Druid Hills is vibrant, inspirational,
celebratory, and focused on preserving and extending the vision of the noted landscape architect
Frederick Law Olmsted. For tickets and more information: DruidHillsTour.org.

Avondale Estates Fishing Derby
May 2 • 8:30 a.m. to noon
Each year residents gather at Lake Avondale to compete for the best “catch” of the day during
the Avondale Estates Fishing Derby. Prizes are awarded to the largest fish caught, the most fish
caught, and the youngest and oldest fisherman to catch a fish. For an entry form and more
details, visit AvondaleEstates.org.

Decatur Arts Festival
May 23–24
There is sure to be something to for everyone at the annual Artist Market, featuring hundreds
of artists. The market is known for its high quality of artwork and attracts artists from all of the
Southeast and beyond. Food and beverage vendors are located on East Court Square, or take
your pick from Decatur’s many award-winning restaurants, pubs, cafés and fast food restaurants
while at the festival. For more information:DecaturArtsFestival.com.

Decatur Beach Party
June 19 • 5-11 p.m.
Head to downtown Decatur on Friday, June 19 from 5-11 p.m. for the annual Beach Party,
brought to you by the Decatur Business Association. Celebrate the start of summer at the famous
Ponce de Leon Beach with 60 tons of sand, a kid’s board walk with all kinds of fun games, live
music, dancing on the plaza, a food court, cold beverages and guaranteed great times for all ages!
Spring 2015

DECATUR LIVING

31

YOUR MONEY
Submitted by Lawrence Waller II

Mutual Funds and ETFs
Do You Know the Difference?

EXCHANGE-TRADED FUNDS (ETFS) combine the diversification of mutual funds
with the liquidity of individual investments, which is one reason they have attracted investors in
recent years. Both ETFs and mutual funds are portfolios of securities assembled by an investment
company. Their underlying investments are typically selected to track a particular market index, asset
class, sector or strategy.
Because mutual funds and ETFs can hold dozens or even hundreds of securities, they could
provide greater diversification at a lower cost than you might obtain by investing in individual stocks
and bonds. Diversification does not guarantee a profit or protect against investment loss; it is a
method used to help manage investment risk. In spite of their similarities, you should be aware of
some key differences between these two types of pooled investments.
Trading: ETFs can be bought and sold throughout the trading day like stocks. By contrast,
mutual funds shares are purchased from and sold back to the investment company and the price
is determined by the net asset value at the end of the trading day.

Costs: ETFs often have lower expense
ratios than similar mutual funds, but you
must pay a brokerage commission whenever you buy or sell shares of an ETF.
Mutual funds may be cheaper to purchase on a regular basis than ETFs, but
they might be more expensive over a long
period of time.
Taxes: ETFs tend to be tax efficient. Only a
small percentage of ETFs distribute capital
gains, so you would not incur capital gains
taxes unless you sell for a profit.
Accessibility: ETFs are not widely available to investors who make contributions
to employer sponsored retirement plans.
Outside of a workplace plan, mutual
funds may require a minimum investment between $1000-3000. This is not
the case with ETFs.
ETFs have matured into sophisticated
tools that may serve specific portfolio needs,
but they are not appropriate for everyone.
The principal value of ETfs, mutual funds,
and stocks will fluctuate with changes in
market conditions.
Lawrence Waller II is president of HLM
Financial Services in Downtown Decatur.
For more information, contact him at
404.836.1120 or Larry@hlmtax.com.
ETFs and mutual funds are sold by prospectus.
Shares when sold, may be worth more or less than
their original cost. Be sure to read the prospectus
from your financial professional carefully before
deciding whether to invest.
Lawrence W. Waller II is a Registered Representative
and Investment Advisor Representative of and offers
securities and advisory services through Sterne Agee,
Inc., member FINRA & SIPC. HLM Financial
Services, Inc. is not affiliated with Sterne Agee, Inc.
Securities and advisory activities are supervised
by WRP Investments, Inc. 4407 Belmont Ave.,
Youngstown, OH 44505
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N ATA L I E G R E GORY
WELCOME TO YOUR NEW HOME

1354 THE BY WAY, DRUID HILLS

329 HURON STREET, DECATUR

1814 DURAND MILL DRIVE, DRUID HILLS

Serenely nestled on a park-like lot in the heart
of historic Druid Hills, you’d never guess Emory
University and the CDC are just a short walk
away from this stately brick traditional, gracefully
proportioned with seven bedrooms and fiveand-a-half bathrooms. The spacious home brings
together classic inspiration with the best of new
construction to offer modern amenities that
cater to today’s living with architectural details
reminiscent of a period home. An elegant foyer
welcomes guests to the open yet intimate floor
plan complete with library, eat-in kitchen, formal
dining room, and attached garage. Indulge in
the comfort of a fabulous main level owner’s
suite where a bathroom with jetted tub, separate
shower, and walk-in closet awaits. Special features
like lofty high ceilings, a distinctive family room
fireplace, solid wood doors, charming arches,
and polished heart of pine floors speak to an
excellence in design and craftsmanship that
translates to luxury living.
$1,325,000

This better than new Craftsman brick home is
located in the desirable Great Lakes Neighborhood.
Main level includes a large living room with fireplace
off of the gourmet kitchen, and a screened porch
that leads to a private, deep backyard. Upstairs
you will find a spacious owner’s suite with three
more bedrooms and a laundry room. Terrace level
is fully finished and provides a guest suite. Quality
craftsmanship by Nick Beaudry Homes includes
hardwood floors throughout, fine custom moldings
and cabinetry, copper plumbing, Kohler fixtures, and
high-end appliances and lighting..
$989,000

Sitting on Atlanta’s sweet spot of easy access to
CDC, Emory, and Paideia, this Durand Mill foursided brick beauty is designed to make a first
impression. The two-story foyer boldly welcomes
you home with accented hardwoods, a sunny
Palladian window, and grand staircase. The floor
plan embraces the rich tradition of formal dining
and living rooms while opening the kitchen and
family room to accommodate the flow of modern
living. Don’t miss special details that speak fine
craftsmanship like custom white cabinetry, quartz
countertops, and handsome built-ins. Through
the fabulous French doors, a bluestone patio
and outdoor fireplace set the stage for making
memories. The main-level master suite is built
for indulgence with luxuries like double vanities,
Jacuzzi tub, and over-sized walk-in closet. Upstairs,
find room for everyone with four additional
bedrooms and two bathrooms.
$849,000

NATALIE GREGORY, Your Home Marketing Specialist

Each Keller Williams® Realty Office

is independently owned and operated.

404 550 5113 direct • 404 564 5560 office
Natalie@NatalieGregorySOLD.com • NatalieGregorySOLD.com
315 West Ponce de Leon, Suite 100, Decatur, Georgia 30030

228 CHELSEA DRIVE, DECATUR

118 ERIE AVENUE, DECATUR

316 EAST LAKE DRIVE, DECATUR

This almost new construction confidently combines
old world charm with modern conveniences and flair.
Arts and crafts workmanship, pocket doors, period
detail and trim, and ebonized hardwood floors are
just a few of the handsome details. The home features
a gourmet, custom kitchen that opens to a family
room and casual dining area making it perfect for
entertaining. Main floor also includes a lovely living
room, dining room, great room, wine cellar closet
and deck. Gorgeous owner’s suite upstairs offers
two walk-in California Closets as well as a luxurious
spa-like bathroom. Laundry room with natural
lighting is conveniently located next to the three
other bedrooms upstairs. Attached two-car garage
at basement level leads to a mud-room, recreation
room and office
$825,000

Set on a tree-lined street in friendly ClairemontGreat Lakes neighborhood, a short walk in either
direction of this classic bungalow yields a big win
with proximity to both the award-winning school
and the vibrant downtown Decatur scene. Housing
both modern convenience and period details,
original features like library cabinets, fireplaces, glass
doorknobs, and butler’s pantry cabinetry preserve
its architectural charm. Make meals and memories
in the renovated kitchen with built in office nook
and sunny, vaulted breakfast area where a Palladiantopped wall of windows overlooks the patio. Outside,
the prettiest yard in Decatur with koi pond is easy on
the water bill thanks to a built-in irrigation system
utilizing rain water. A second-story owner’s retreat
answers the modern call for space and storage with
closets galore and an additional bedroom and bath.
At the end of the newly-poured driveway, find a
workshop, tool shed, and gardener’s greenhouse.
$750,000

This unique new construction offers modern
conveniences and upscale living in the desirable
Oakhurst neighborhood with its hip shops and
hot restaurant scene. Details such as a reclaimed
cedar beams set this home apart from the
others. Gatherings come easily in the gourmetstyled custom kitchen featuring a large island
that opens to the dining room and family room.
The second level provides an owner’s suite with
custom walk-in closet and spa-like bathroom with
soaking tub and separate rain-head shower. The
upstairs also includes two additional bedrooms
as well as the laundry room. A basement offers an
entertainment room and an additional bedroom
and full bathroom. The porte-cochere provides
covered parking but also doubles as an additional
covered patio with access to the private backyard.
$649,000

Scan our QR Code with your smartphone for
more details about these and other properties.

1711 RIDGEWOOD DRIVE NE, DRUID HILLS

1718 RIDGEWOOD DRIVE, DRUID HILLS

119 FAIRVIEW AVENUE, DECATUR

Sunning on this home’s super-sized back deck or
screened porch, you’ll hear the lull of a gentle stream
under a canopy of trees and never guess Druid
Hills and access to CDC/Emory is right out front.
Endearing architectural details like high columns on
the rocking chair porch and painted panel walls with
built-ins lend a farmhouse chic touch. Step through
the double red doors to a cozy formal living room
with fireplace. Beyond the formal dining room, find
the roomy kitchen, where a breakfast eating area,
oodles of storage, and keeping room make for easy
everyday living and entertaining. Gorgeous backyard
views steal the scene from the den and master suite
through walls of windows and French doors. The
finished basement is primed for a teen/in-law suite
with a kitchenette and deck of its own. Come home
to a separate two car garage
$649,000

Beyond the brick archways, this 3 bedroom, 3
bath Druid Hills classic packs a punch in the
charm category. The enchantment begins as you
enter a dedicated foyer trimmed to perfection
with paneled walls and dentil crown molding. A
spacious dining room and living area invite you to
stay awhile. The sunny kitchen with new butcher
block counters and breakfast nook overlooks the
deep backyard where a wood deck with grill set
the stage for dining alfresco and outdoor parties.
A private guest suite rounds out the main floor.
Retreat upstairs to a master suite complete with
office nook, dressing area, and master bath.
Period details like original interior wood doors,
hardwoods, and cozy nooks capture the spirit of
the home while ample storage, convenience to
Emory/CDC, and a high-functional floor plan will
have you hooked.
$439,000

Located just half of a block from the outstanding
restaurants and shopping of Downtown Decatur,
this charming cedar-shake Craftsman features
two bedrooms and two bathrooms. From the
large rocking chair front porch, guests enter into
the formal living room with fireplace. Light-filled
rooms throughout include a separate dining room
and an updated kitchen with a breakfast bar and
stainless steel appliances. The master suite offers
his and hers closets and a private bathroom with
jetted tub and two vanities. Venture outdoors and
you would never know that you are this close to
the city with the private and serene professionally
landscaped backyard. As an added bonus, the
large attic and outdoor shed are perfect for extra
storage space.
$425,000

NATALIE GREGORY, Your Home Marketing Specialist
404 550 5113 direct • 404 564 5560 office
Natalie@NatalieGregorySOLD.com • NatalieGregorySOLD.com
315 West Ponce de Leon, Suite 100, Decatur, Georgia 30030

Each Keller Williams® Realty Office

is independently owned and operated.

The Art of Homebuilding

Thrive homes are the perfect
blend of rich, architectural
character and new, sophisticated
design. Featur ing floor plans
and finishes that are the
utmost in cur rent style and
innovation, our homes will
exceed your expectations.
Thrive Homes takes pride in
thoughtful attention to the
prevailing essentials of solid
c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d qu ality
craftsmanship, all tailored to a
variety of homeowner lifestyles.
Introducing our latest endeavor – Four Southern Inspired homes, each with individual personality on Thomas Road.
Master on the Main with 3-4 bedrooms, priced from $579,000 - $659,000.

ARCHITECTURALLY
I N S P I R I N G
DEVELOPMENT &
N E W H O M E S

Let Thrive Homes build your next masterpiece. Call 404-474-4814 or visit buildwiththrive.com.

