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Avondale Estates celebrates the holidays on
December 14 with the 22nd Christmas Tour
of Homes, a Holiday Market, “Christmas in
Avondale: A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols,”
and performances by the Avondale Choir and the
Avondale Children’s Choir.
It’s not too late to add a local child or senior adult
to your shopping list this holiday season.
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9 Cover Story
‘Tis the season for shopping Indie-Catur! Enjoy a big kickoff weekend on
November 28-29 (Small Business Saturday and Sunday) and blown-out
Terrific Thursdays during the holidays.

Now there is a place close to home where
you can shop for a variety of one-of-a-kind,
handmade items created by local artists and
hone your own artistic talent.
You can find delicious handcrafted cupcakes, cake
pops, whoopee pies, cake truffles, beautiful custom
cakes and more at this local boutique bakery and
sweets boutique.
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Decatur Living is now on Facebook.
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Small energy leaks can
really add up.
Do you know how much energy your home is wasting?
The average home has enough air leaks to create an opening over 3 feet wide. So schedule
a Whole House Energy Assessment, performed by a certified BPI contractor, to find out
where your home is losing energy. Complete a BPI assessment and you’ll get up to a $200
rebate. And if you make the recommended energy improvements, you could get up to
$2,000 in rebates. Learn more at georgiapower.com/wholehouse or call 1-877-310-5607.
© 2014 Georgia Power. All rights reserved. Certain restrictions apply. Must be a Georgia Power customer. Valid through December 2014. Rebate
eligibility varies based on improvements made and energy reduction achieved. Rebate request must be submitted with receipt within 60 days of
purchase or installation of qualifying improvements. Full details available online.

publisher’s letter

Decatur Living, LLC

Season’s Greetings!

P.O. Box 2589
Decatur, GA 30031
Publisher	
Natalie Gregory
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER,
MARKETING
EDITOR

A

s we approach Thanksgiving and the
holidays, it’s important to note that
we have much to be thankful for. It
has been a great year with lots of growth in the
local economy and new opportunities nearby.
Businesses are thriving in our hometown
thanks to the City’s great leadership and the
support of local residents that make shopping
and dining nearby a priority.
This holiday season, I am looking forward
to spending time with friends and family and
taking advantage of everything that our wonderful city has to offer–great shopping, festive
gatherings, wonderful cuisine and easy access
to the arts–all close to home.
In this holiday issue of Decatur Living, we
spotlight Downtown Decatur and many of
the small businesses, old and new, that make
our city a shopping and entertainment destination–especially during the holidays when Downtown is sparkling with lights and
merchants are luring shoppers with discounts and holiday promotions (page 9). Decatur
City Jewelers (page 19) is a 20-year-old local landmark that set the bar high for new businesses coming here. Kudzu Antiques is another old Decatur business–35 years–that has
grown and evolved through the years (page 25).
Avondale Estates is enjoying a revitalization and is home to several new businesses,
including a great wine shop (page 39), a boutique bakery (page 37), and a cooperative
artist boutique where you can find a variety of locally crafted items and classes (page 33).
Avondale Estates is also home to one of the area’s oldest Christmas home tours now in its
22nd year (page 14).
If you are looking for a way to make a difference in this season of giving, you can read
about two longtime local programs that help ensure the youngest and oldest among us are
not forgotten during the holidays (page 34).
Finally, all of us at Decatur Living thank you, readers and advertisers, for your continuing support, and we wish you all a happy holiday season and a wonderful New Year.
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Lorayne Bryan
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not necessarily share the editorial opinions expressed in Decatur
Living Magazine. Personal decisions regarding health, finance,
and other matters should be made after consultation with the
reader’s professional advisors.
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Publisher, Decatur Living
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On the cover:
Decatur’s Terrific Thursdays

You shop local.
You eat local.
Isn’t it time to Bank local?
Emory Alliance Credit Union is right in
your neighborhood. Take advantage of
our personal service while enjoying
the benefits a large institution. Come in
today or visit us online: emoryacu.com

1237 Clairmont Rd.
Decatur, GA 30030

Dekalb County residents are eligible to join.

404.329.6415

Federally insured by NCUA

DecLiving_0814_3.indd 1
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Visit Avondale’s newest
neighborhood restaurant
Come on in for brunch on Saturdays and
Sundays between 11:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.
The Bishop is located at 124 North Avondale Road
in Avondale Estates, Ga.
Parking is available directly behind the restaurant.
thebishopae.com

8
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cover story

by Lorrie Bryan

Jingle

Bells
and

Lots of Sales!

Holiday Shopping in Decatur

D

o yourself a special favor this
holiday season and head to Downtown Decatur rather than the
Internet, mall or big-box superstore for your
holiday shopping. You can enjoy a flurry of
seasonal promotions and festivities as local
merchants ramp up the holiday hospitality
for your entertainment and shopping pleasure. Your hometown downtown will be
all decked out in sparkling splendor with
lots of lights and an abundance of seasonal
ambiance to foster your holiday spirit and
immerse you in an authentic small-town
winter wonderland.

Holiday 2014
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Indie-Catur Holiday
“Shopportunities”
November
Gift Card Promotion
Throughout the month of
November, if you spend
$200 in a City of Decatur
shop (excludes restaurants)
and bring the receipt(s) to
the Visitors Center you will
receive a $20 gift card to a
Decatur restaurant or pub.
(This offer is limited to three
gift cards per person.)
Terrific Thursdays: Nov. 6,
13, 20 and Dec. 4, 11, 18
Enjoy special holiday treats—
discounts, refreshments,
entertainment and extended
hours. The following
businesses have signed
up to participate in Terrific
Thursdays this year: Fabu
Face Spa, Salon Red,
Salon Red Kids, The 17
Steps, Cook’s Warehouse/
Sherlock’s Wine Merchant,
Iberian Pig, Raging Burrito,
Meldora Hair Salon, Bleu
Hanger (not yet open), Little
Shop of Stories, Greene’s
Fine Foods, Boogaloos
Boutique, Sq/Ft, Worthmore
Jewelers, Butter and Cream,
Boutique Karma, Wild Oats
and Billy Goats, Natural Body
and Mac McGees.
Small Business Saturday
& Sunday: Nov. 29 & 30
The City of Decatur will have
a large warm tent up on
the square for the weekend
and offer shoppers free
gift wrapping, raffles, hot
chocolate. Santa will stop by
for photos on Saturday.

10
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communities their own unique character.
City of Decatur has set aside two days, Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 29-30 to celebrate the
holidays and promote shopping at local small
businesses. “We’ll have a large heated tent up
on the square for the weekend and offer free
gift wrapping, raffles and hot chocolate. And
Santa will stop by for photos on Saturday,”
says Catherine Lee, economic development
coordinator for City of Decatur.
Shopping in a dining mecca means that
there are plenty of excellent eateries where
you can grab a bite, take a break, and
regroup. “I always try to relax with a cup of
tea and a scone at the Cakes and Ale bakery as I check my list to make sure I haven’t

Small Business Saturday
For many longtime locals, Christmas
wouldn’t be Christmas without a shopping
excursion to Downtown Decatur. “Downtown Decatur is my favorite shopping and
dining destination, and I always kick off my
holiday shopping in Decatur on the Saturday
after Thanksgiving,” affirms Alice Murray,
who has lived in the area since 1980. “I get
the best selection and all the special sales.
And I love having the City of Decatur folks
wrap everything for me,” she adds.
In recent years, the Saturday after Thanksgiving–sandwiched between Black Friday
and Cyber Monday–has become nationally
recognized as a day (called Small Business
Saturday) dedicated to supporting the small
mom and pop shops that give individual

forgotten anyone,” Murray explains. “I usually end up buying gift certificates from
some of my favorite restaurants to complete
my shopping list.”
Decatur is known for its walkability,
so plan on parking and navigating the
City’s bustling festive sidewalks on foot.
Downtown Decatur parking is plentiful,
convenient and affordable. There are 300
metered spaces, 2,200 deck and lot spaces,
and private spaces located conveniently in
front of many of Decatur’s fine merchants.
Many retail and restaurant operators offer
free validated parking in nearby decks. Be
sure to ask if validated parking is provided.
“It’s easy to find a convenient spot to return
to so you can lock away purchases and then
head out for more shopping,” notes Murray.

Terrific Thursdays
Thursdays are fun days in Downtown Decatur,
especially during November and December
when more than a dozen local merchants are

offering special promotions, discounts and
treats and a variety of sidewalk performers
will be entertaining shoppers from 5 to 8 p.m.
During Terrific Thursdays in December, you
can park and ride a fee shuttle around town.
Worthmore Jewelers is offering free
jewelry cleaning, free gift wrap and complimentary beverages and treats.
The 17 Steps is celebrating Downton
Abbey Day on Dec. 4. You can enjoy tea and
cookies while you shop The 17 Steps’ collection of Downton Abbey candles, books,
calendars, jewelry, and decorative accessories.
Little Shop of Stories will host special
events throughout the season. On Dec. 11,
they’ll host a My Parents’ Basement comic
book pop up shop and on Dec. 18 they’ll have
music from the Decatur High School chorus.

Get Your 2014 Decatur Holiday Ornament
Want to display or give a locally handcrafted ornament? Local artist
Nate Nardi created the 2014 City of Decatur holiday ornament, which
was recently unveiled at his Decatur Glassblowing studio. “My intention
was to make a well crafted, visually appealing ornament that would be
reasonably priced and both show the beauty and transparency of glass
while representing and promoting the city of Decatur,” Nardi explains.
The 2014 ornament is the third in a series commissioned by the Tourism
Bureau and the Arts Alliance. The collectible, colorful handcrafted
ornaments are $18 each and are available for sale at Wild Oats and Billy
Goats, 17 Steps, Little
Shop of Stories, Greene’s
and Boogaloos.
Nardi, who has an
extensive formal art
education (a BFA and a
MFA) and lengthy handson training in glasswork,
opened the flame covered
studio doors of Decatur
Glassblowing to the public
in 2012. There, Nardi and
his assistants skillfully
craft everything from ornate, functional wares to abstract, sculptural forms.
“Everyone is welcome to come watch and visit the gallery anytime the
doors are opened,” says Nardi. In the gallery, you will be immersed into a
sea of vibrant, color-infused glass creations ranging from small pendant
necklaces to goblets to whimsical sculptures. The work displayed is for
show and for sale and Nardi also does custom glasswork. He says his
primary artistic expression is the abstraction of natural form. His unique
style is evident in all of his work—sculptural, decorative and functional.
Throughout the year, Nardi hosts wildly fun events with live
demonstrations, music, and refreshments. Decatur Glassblowing is also a
teaching facility where students of all able ages can learn how to create their
own glass art. Private and group classes are available, which are perfect for
birthdays, get-togethers, company parties, and celebrations of any kind. Their
gift certificates can be used for purchase of glass art or classes.
Decatur Glassblowing is located at 250 Freeman St. near the Smith’s
Ace Hardware in Decatur. For more information about the studio, call
404.849.0301 or visit NateNardi.com.
“I encourage everyone to visit during Terrific Thursdays and see what Decatur has to offer,” says
Linda Harris, assistant director for City of Decatur. “Shopping in Decatur is easy, fun, and the holiday
season is what can make or break an independent retailer for the entire year. Our shops go the extra mile
and many offer free gift-wrapping and “wish lists” to make the shopping experience unique.”
Throughout the month of November, the City is offering an added incentive to Decatur
shoppers. They will give a $20 gift card for a local pub or restaurant to anyone who purchases
$200 in a City of Decatur shop (excludes restaurants). Just bring the receipt(s) to the Visitors
Center to get your gift card. The offer is limited to three gift cards per person.
For more information, visit VisitDecaturGeorgia.com.
Holiday 2014
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Pretty much the

exact opposite
of a silent night.

This holiday season, Marlow’s is the perfect
place to catch up with friends and family for
lunch or dinner. Enjoy Chef-inspired food,
handcrafted cocktails, and daily features.

Meet me at Marlow's.
Marlow’s Tavern Emory Point

1627 Clifton Road • Atlanta, GA 30329
404.343.3283
Adjacent to Emory University and across the street
from the Centers for Disease Control

Receive a $10 gift when you
become an Insider.
Sign up to be a Marlow’s Insider to get
exclusive offers and event invitations.
Visit us at marlowstavern.com.
©2014 Marlow’s Tavern

Holiday 2014
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Holiday Tradition

by Margaret Lunsford

Celebrate Christmas in
Historic Avondale Estates

T

our the town during the 22nd Annual Avondale
Estates Christmas Tour of Homes on Sunday,
December 14. Trolleys will be back in town to
transport you to seven of Avondale’s most interesting
homes! Visit the Holiday Market at the Avondale Community Club (noon-6 p.m.) and “Christmas in Avondale:
A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols” at the Avondale
Estates First Baptist Church (7 p.m.). Tour the town and
14
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then enjoy the music of the season with the Avondale
Choir and the Avondale Children’s Choir.
One of the greatest things about Avondale Estates
is the mix of old and new… The historic community
has homes built in every decade since the 1920s–
when Avondale began as one of the country’s earliest
planned communities–and a mix of long-time residents and newcomers.

The featured homes include Megan
and TJ Grove’s 1926 “Avondale Original”
on Clarendon Avenue and Leanna Adams
and George Leach’s 1953 bungalow on
Wynn Drive that was recently renovated
by “HGTV’s Elbow Room.” Leanna’s sister, Kristan Adams and her husband, Jim
Knoer, will also be showcasing their new
“Frank Lloyd Wright-style” home on Lakeshore Drive. Two of Avondale’s newest
homes are Craftsman-style homes on Dartmouth Avenue built last year for Angela and
Brian Fisher and Christi and Tom Granger.
Suzy Jennings is sharing her Kensington
Road “Back Porch,” a charming outdoor
space with unique architectural details.
Purchase or pick up tickets at the Avondale Community Club, a historic structure
built on Lake Avondale in the 1920s. Visit

Two of Avondale’s newest
homes are Craftsmanstyle homes on Dartmouth
Avenue built last year for
Angela and Brian Fisher and
Christi and Tom Granger.
the Holiday Market featuring great gifts,
delicious foods and fun finds at over 30
booths. Visit the Authors’ Corner to meet
Mary Kay Andrews, Casey Kallenberg
Dunn, Vicki Schecter, Carmen Deedy, John
Grady Burns and Lynn Cullen, and buy
autographed copies of their works. Enjoy
delicious homemade soups and desserts.
Come to the market, have a bite to eat and
pick up a tour ticket! Hours for the Holiday Market are noon-6 p.m. and the Tour
is from 3-8 p.m.
Tickets for the tour may be purchased for $12
in advance at Avondale City Hall, Finders
Keepers Furniture, REAL Salon and Seventeen
Steps or for $15 on the tour day at the Avondale
Community Club. Assure your place on a trolley
by signing up in advance at Finders Keepers
Furnishings or contact Margaret Lunsford at
mplcvl@aol.com. For more information, visit
AvondaleTourofHomes.com.
Holiday 2014
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The personalized touch
of your family doctor
The accessability and
expanded range of services
of a walk-in clinic

Best in care from
doctors who care
American CareSource welcomes Frank M.
Lockwood, M.D. as Medical Director of our
Decatur primary care and urgent care facility.
Dr. Lockwood has been a family practice
physician in the local community for nearly
two decades. He is board certified in family
medicine and sits on the faculty of the School
of Medicine at Mercer and Emory universities.

FRANK M. LOCKWOOD, M.D.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Our team of board-certified physicians
and licensed nurses are not only experts at
what they do, but are also compassionate
communicators who take the time to listen to
your concerns and answer all your questions.
When it comes to your specific health needs,
American CareSource is here to serve you:

LOCATION

Full-service primary care complete
with in-house X-rays and labs

1418 Scott Blvd.
Decatur, GA 30033
(404) 600.1000

Urgent care available 7 days a week
with no appointment

HOURS

Most insurance plans accepted

Monday–Friday

8 am –8 pm

Saturday–Sunday

9 am–6 pm

Online patient portal to manage appointments,
and more

AMERICANCARESOURCE.COM

Holiday Gift Guide

Trinity Mercantile & Design 131 East Trinity Place, www.trinity-decatur.com

Holiday 2014
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110 North Avondale Road
Avondale Estates, GA 30002
Open Wed. – Sat., 11am – 7pm
Sun., 12 noon – 5pm

Warmest Holiday Wishes
from our home to your’s
Tuesday – Saturday 10 - 6
131 East Trinity Place
Decatur, GA 30030
404.378.0197
www.131trinity.com
PArkinG in BAck!

(Between Greene’s and Chick fil-A)

Hope to see you soon Wallace & Lisa
18
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Decatur Business Spotlight

Popular Jewelry Shop
Celebrates 20 Years
in Decatur
Knowledge and design expertise
set Decatur City Jewelers apart

B

with them so they can make a decision they will be satisfied with
rett Weiler, owner of Decatur City Jewelers, has a passion for
making people happy about their experience in his store. “I
and can afford.”
listen to customers to find out what they want and then go
“He is incredibly creative and knowledgeable about designing
out of my way to make sure they get what they asked for,” Weiler
and creating custom jewelry,” says Robert Kennedy, an eight-year
customer. “His approach is low-pressure and consultative. He’s
explains. That simple line of action is key to his success and longevhappy to see you come in the store and talk to you about what you
ity in the jewelry business, says Weiler who is celebrating 20 years in
downtown Decatur.
want, whether it’s moderately or handsomely priced. He’s helped
Customers visiting the store for the first time are often pleasantly
me on both ends of the spectrum, and he’s right here in Decatur.”
surprised with the warm atmosphere of the shop. Exposed brick
“My fascination with rocks and gems has been with me since early
childhood,” Weiler says. That love led to his pursuit of a BS in Geolwalls, soft lighting, dark hardwood floors and comfortable leather
seating make for an inviting space. In cool weather a fire burns in
ogy from the University of Florida and a diploma in gemology from
the fireplace, adding to the ambiance of the 100-year-old building.
the Gemological Institute of America.
Custom work is his specialty, particularly classic,
“Buying jewelry can be an intimidating expeDecatur City Jewelers is located
rience because most people don’t know what to
high quality bridal jewelry. “I love it when couples come
at 117 Clairemont Avenue in
look for,” says Weiler, a 35-year veteran of the
in, and I can help them build something, not just to fit,
Decatur.
For more information, but that has a sense of design and balance to it. I make
trade. “When customers come in the store, I want
sure the little things are taken care of so when a custhem to feel relaxed and free to ask questions. It’s
call 404.377.7643 or visit
tomer comes back, it’s because I did something right.”
my job to share my experience and knowledge
DecaturCityJewelers.com.
Holiday 2014
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Artist spotlight

by Sherry Baker
Photos by Art of Life Photography

Unique Designs that Speak to the Heart
The Jewelry of Tal Moran

T

al Moran was used to seeing the arid
desert in her native Israel, but not
vast expanses of fresh water. So when
she moved to the U.S. and visited Michigan’s Lake Erie, the experience filled her
with awe. “I had to sit and stare at the enormity of the lake for a while to grasp what I
was seeing,” she says. “I wanted to do something with my art to express what I felt.”
Moran used the experience to design a
flowing piece of jewelry. In fact, all of her
handcrafted jewelry, available at Aimée
Jewelry and Fine Art Gallery in downtown
Decatur, is inspired by a symbol, event, landscape or feeling that has touched her deeply.
“Tal’s approach to stones and metals is so
creative. It’s as if each piece speaks a different
inspired and unique language,” says gallery
owner Amy Elfersy.
Originally a painter and
sculptor, Moran sees her jewelry as wearable art. She crafts
rings (including wedding and
commitment rings), bracelets, pendants, earrings and
necklaces from fine metals
(silver, gold and platinum),
and incorporates pearls and
both precious and semi-precious stones in faceted cuts,
as well as unusual shapes,
into her pieces.
Sparked by history, architecture (she
once created a ring inspired by the Art Deco
Chrysler building in New York), and natural forms, her designs often trigger a sense
of connection with people who feel her jewelry “speaks” to them. Moran recalls how
one man visiting the gallery zeroed in on a
ring she was wearing as the perfect engagement ring he had been searching for…and
he purchased it off her hand.
One of Moran’s favorite creations is a
silver cuff bracelet with the shape of a rose
stem, complete with thorns. Instead of a
rose, large, fresh water pearls adorn the
design. Other jewelry by Moran on display

at Aimée Jewelry and Fine Art Gallery includes stackable rings in different precious metals,
including rose gold, that echo the rose vine theme; chandelier earrings with colored garnets; a
silver pendant inspired by ancient Jerusalem with an amethyst “moon” in the sky; and a silver
cuff etched with life-like leaf details.
While she creates individual pieces from her own designs for both men and women, Moran
emphasizes that she enjoys collaborating with clients to design what they have in their minds–and
their hearts. One woman whose husband had passed away worked with Moran to create a loving
memory of her marriage in a ring designed with stones from her wedding band along with semiprecious gems representing her children.
“When I create my jewelry, I aspire to make
designs that bring the energies of metals and gems
Aimée Jewelry and Fine Art Gallery
made by nature to the surface so people can feel
is located at 335 W Ponce de Leon
them,” Moran says. “I love it when people pick
Ave., Suite B in Decatur. For more
up a piece and relate to it and feel it was made
information, call 404.371.0099 or
for them.”
visit AimeeJewelryandGallery.com.
Holiday 2014
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your home

by Sherry Baker

Classic, Custom Design
at Mission Motif

T

he Arts and Crafts Movement
began in the late 19th century
as a reaction to the mass produced and often garishly decorated
designs found in Victorian era homes.
It inspired what became known as the
Mission and Craftsman styles of furniture, art and accessories–noted for
clean lines, beautiful craftsmanship and
designs inspired by nature.
Although first created about a hundred years ago, these designs didn’t
end up relegated to museums or stuffy
antique shops. Instead, Arts and Crafts
style is alive and well and growing
in popularity. And there’s no better
example of its timeless appeal than the
Arts and Crafts movement-inspired
decor offered at The Mission Motif.
Founded over a decade ago by John
Benthal and his partner Bob Nelson,
the store has attracted local, national and
international customers who not only
appreciate the aesthetics of the style,
but also find its clean lines and organic
design blend well with modern lifestyles.
Benthal notes that the store is especially
popular with Decatur residents living in
Craftsman-style bungalows.

“It’s today’s Arts and Crafts Movement
with handmade products made by artisans
with a focus on custom quality,” says Benthal, who developed his passion for the style
while living in Chicago and seeing the architecture and design of Frank Lloyd Wright.
Located in a quaint, vintage brick building
on Miami Circle in Buckhead, The Mission
Motif has a welcoming and charming interior
filled with furniture, rugs, lighting, pottery,
home accessories and art created by modern
day craftspeople and artisans working with
Arts and Crafts inspired motifs. In an outside
courtyard-type area, fountains both large and
small, birdbaths and planters also echo the
classic style. Almost everything you find at the
shop can be customized to your exact preference when it comes to finish or size.
“We deal in truly handmade items. By working with smaller Amish vendors in Ohio, we
have the ability to offer customization that larger,
mass producing furniture companies can’t,”
Benthal says. “For example, we offer inspiration
from the furniture you see in our store and from
catalogues. But our customers can make modifications to create the exact pieces they want–they
decide on the type of hardwood, the stain, and
even the number of drawers on a dresser or size
of a headboard or sofa.”
The Mission Motif offers rugs in geometric
designs derived from nature, too. Selections can
be custom made in specific sizes and in colors
created from more than 300 choices. Fabric
selections for upholstery include 100-year-old
patterns available in made-to-order colors.
Likewise, chandeliers, sconces and lamps can
be customized in different metal and glass finishes and sizes.
The store also carries framed, original
prints, light switches, and even doormats,
mailboxes and tiles to create street numbers
for homes–all in styles echoing the Arts and
Crafts aesthetic. Looking for a one-of-a-kind
holiday gifts? The Mission Motif offers handmade jewelry and signed original pottery
with the same classic design appeal.
For more information, visit MissionMotif.com.
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your looks

Beauty
Questions?

I

Decatur Plastic Surgeon Lisa M.
DiFrancesco Has Answers

t’s almost the end of the year–time for holiday parties and a New
Year’s Resolution for a bright new future. What if that future
is one where you’ll be looking more relaxed, slimmer and even
younger? Thanks to advances in minimally invasive cosmetic procedures and laser-assisted liposuction, a holiday makeover can have you
facing 2015 looking better than ever.
Dr. Lisa M. DiFrancesco answers your questions about losing the
lines and beating the bulge this holiday season and beyond.

Q. What are some ways to put on your best “holiday
face” without surgery?
A. There are a number of injectables that can smooth wrinkles. Dermal
fillers (also called facial injectables), such as Juvederm Voluma XC™,
offer almost immediate improvements in your looks without plastic
surgery and without any down time. They are used to help give a lifted
appearance to cheeks and to fill in lines around the nose and mouth.
BOTOX® is commonly used in both women and men to correct forehead wrinkles and crow’s feet. It is carefully injected directly into targeted
muscles where it blocks nerve impulses that cause lines to form. It doesn’t
cause an expressionless face, but a more relaxed, less lined and younger look.
Q. How long before you see results?
A. Within days you may see a marked improvement in frown lines from
BOTOX® although it takes one or two weeks to take full effect. Dermal
fillers may cause slight bruising and swelling for a few days, but these can
often be covered by makeup. It’s a good idea to plan your Botox and/or
dermal filler treatment a week or two before your holiday party, if possible.
Q. Is there any relatively quick help for the battle of the bulge?
A. IA. Absolutely. When difficult areas of fat don’t respond adequately
to diet and exercise–for example, the dreaded “muffin top” or “love
handles”–Smart Lipo can help smooth those bulges away. Smart Lipo
uses laser assisted liposuction to permanently remove fat with minimal swelling and bruising.

Thank You
Atlanta
for

35 Great Years!

st
d ‘Be
Vote lanta’!
of At

Furniture
Antiques
Industrial
MidCentury
Lighting
Sofas

Unique Gifts From Around the World
Soaps • Candles • Accessories • Art
We make shopping fun!

A NNUA L HOL IDAY S HOPPI NG PA R T IES
Four Sundays before Christmas
LIVE MUSIC • SALES

Restore furniture with our
Amy Howard Chalk Paints
Take a class!

Q. How long after Smart Lipo can you see results?
A. It can be performed under local anesthesia, and, because it causes less tissue trauma than traditional liposuction, there’s faster recovery. Patients usually
return to work in one to three days and resume exercising in about two weeks.
Q. Can any of these procedures be given as a holiday gift?
A. Yes. We offer gift certificates for these and many other cosmetic procedures and surgeries.
Interested in Juvederm Voluma XC™ or other cosmetic procedures? Call
404.377.3474 to schedule a personal consultation to discuss your individual
needs with Lisa M. DiFrancesco, MD. Her office is at 150 East Ponce de Leon
Ave., Suite 190, Decatur. For more information, visit DrDifrancesco.com.

Find Your Fabulous
in sandy springs too !

6450 Roswell Road Sandy Springs
Holiday 2014
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Relax and let Plants clear
away those autumn leaves
before the holidays!
10% discount on fall leaf cleanups
now through November 30, 2014.

blending landscapes with lifestyles

404.309.7175 | www.plantscreativelandscapes.com | info@plantsllc.com
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New customers only.
Mention code DL1214.

Home interiors

by Marcy Lee

Bringing It All Back Home
Hometown favorite Kudzu adds a new Sandy Springs store
and now imports from around the world.

O

ver the past 35 years, Kudzu Antiques in Decatur has
emerged as one of metro Atlanta’s most popular antique
stores. But if you haven’t seen Kudzu lately (or at all), you
should. Kudzu has become an eclectic source for home furnishings
and accessories from around the world. “We like to call ourselves a
vintage-inspired home store,” says Kate Lawes, co-owner with her
husband George Lawes.
“We looked at people’s evolving tastes and decided we wanted to be
much more than a traditional antique store. We began bringing in categories like new sofas, industrial style furniture, lighting and home decor.”
says George. “We are now also direct importers from Europe and Asia,
which means we can offer the best prices possible to our customers.”
On their latest trip abroad, the longtime Decatur residents spent a
week in Hungary sourcing a load and then traveled on to England to buy
more European treasures. “Sometimes you find yourself crawling through
dusty old barns or standing out in a field in a driving rain, but it’s worth

and designer driven, with an emphasis on special-order sofas and
home accessories. The response has been wonderful,” says Kate. “We
can now offer extras like design services and custom furniture.”
George and Kate continually look for new ideas to add to the everchanging mix. “Our regular customers love the fact that the stores are never
the same. New merchandise comes in daily. And not only that, sometimes
we’ve got live music playing, a DJ spinning vinyl, or a class underway.” says
George. “And we’ve got a terrific staff that really helps pull it all together.”
Kudzu offers great opportunities for making your home uniquely
your own. They offer regular classes on how to transform tired old
furniture or kitchen cabinets using their line of Amy Howard chalk
paints. Or they can help you special order a sofa or a custom table.
According to George, “We love what we do, and we want others to
love it as well. The real reward is hearing a customer on their cell
phone saying, ‘I’m at this store called Kudzu–I love this place!’”
Kudzu Antiques is located at 2928 E.Ponce De
Leon Ave. in Decatur. For more information,
call 404.373.6498 or visit KudzuAntiques.com.

it when we see the look of delight on our customers’
faces,” says Kate. “Our Kudzu dealers are great hunters, too. We have some of Atlanta’s best, and they have
a real knack for finding objects that tell a story. That’s
what people love to fill their homes with.”
After years of north-metro customers clamoring
for a closer store, a second store called Kudzu and
Company was opened in Sandy Springs in 2013.
“The new store gave us the opportunity to create
a different version of the Kudzu mix–more upscale
Holiday 2014
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Your Child

The Best,
No-Cost Gift
You Can Give
Your Child

By Dr. Jane Wilkov

A
{

}

ll you need is a book (visit the library), time (a commitment
well worth making), and a place to snuggle together while
you read aloud. From birth!
Read the same book over and
over or try new books. Laugh,
be loud, sing, clap, point, talk
constantly letting your child
hear more and more words each
day. Read with joy, excitement
and animation. There is nothing that will better prepare your
child for school and reading
literacy, and this personal, nurturing experience that promotes
social-emotional development is a
foundation for parent-child interactions throughout childhood.

But do yourself a
favor this holiday
season and turn
off the TV, put
down the computer
and no matter the
age, curl up with
your child and
a good book.

Here are some facts from the American Academy of Pediatrics new
Policy Statement on Literacy Promotion :
• Reading proficiency by the third grade is the most important
predictor of high school graduation and career success.
• More than 1 in 3 American children start kindergarten without
the language skills they need to learn to read.

Specializing in Moderate to Severe acne.
Have you tried everything?
Are you committed to clear skin?
Do you want a licensed professional
to guide you through the process?

465 Winn Way • Suite 160
Decatur, GA 30030
404.819.7626

www.AtlantaAcneSpecialists.com
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• Early initiation of reading aloud with a child has been shown to
be associated with better preschool language skills and increased
interest in reading.
There is a disparity between high income and low income families,
but statistics reveal that even in higher-income families, many children (40 percent high income, 66 percent low income), during the
critical years of early brain development are not being read to daily.
All families face issues of limited time and competition for the
child’s interest and attention from other sources of entertainment,
such as electronic media. But do yourself a favor this holiday season
and turn off the TV, put down the computer and no matter the age,
curl up with your child and a good book. The quality time together
along with the words and literacy skills you are fostering is priceless.
Your child will thank you for it.
For more information, visit DeKalbPeds.com

Holiday 2014
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decatur pets

Adopt a Senior Pet
This Holiday Season

D

id you know there are just as many, if not more, older cats and
dogs in shelters, as there are younger pets? People are usually
more attracted to cute puppies, kittens, and adolescent-aged
pets than senior pets. They are charmed by all those puppy kisses
and the over-abundance of personality and energy. Not always, but
often, that never-ending energy tires us out quicker than we thought
it would. Why not consider adopting a senior pet?
Adult or senior dogs and cats at shelters need homes just as badly as
younger ones. Many older pets were once owned and loved by someone.
For whatever reason, they were given up and abandoned in a shelter and
are in need of a home. Just like younger adoptable pets, they make
loyal and loving companions. Adopting an
older pet may save its life. Shelters are overcrowded, and unfortunately, older cats and
dogs are among the first to be euthanized if
they aren’t adopted in a timely manner.
Older dogs and cats are not necessarily
“problem pets” as many tend to think. They
lose their homes for a variety of reasons, usually having nothing to do with their behavior
or temperament. Usually it’s because their

by Will Draper, DVM

owners are unable to keep them for reasons including: the novelty of
owning a new dog or cat wearing off, allergies, death of a guardian, a
new baby, loss of a job, a move, change in work schedule, and various
other lifestyle changes. These pets need homes just as badly as young
adoptees do, and make wonderful household companions.
Older dogs usually come trained and understand at least basic commands. Adopting an already-trained dog will save you a lot of time and
energy that you’d normally have to dedicate to training a young dog.
You can teach an old dog new tricks! Dogs can be trained at any age,
and older dogs are just as smart as younger ones. Older dogs have a
greater attention span than puppies, which makes them easier to train.

Older dogs have all their adult teeth and
are out of the energetic puppy phase,
resulting in less destruction to your
home. Because they are more laid back,
they tend to do well with young children.
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Older cats and dogs are calmer and less energetic than younger
ones. An adult pet has graduated from the puppy/kitten stage and has
an established demeanor and temperament, which will give you an
instant idea of how it will fit into your household. Older dogs have
all their adult teeth and are out of the energetic puppy phase,
resulting in less destruction to your home. Because they
are more laid back, they tend to do well with young
children. Older dogs make instant companions.
Unlike a puppy, which requires leash training,
etc. an older dog is ready to accompany
you on a long walk and already knows
how to play fetch. An adult dog will
make a great workout partner, a
loyal companion, and a late
night snuggle buddy.

THANK YOU!
Boil 2014 Sponsors for helping us

SPONSORS

make a difference for Decatur kids!
PRESENTING SPONSORS

You can make a difference, too. Learn how at

DecaturEducationFoundation.org

50% off 2 Months

*

Camp Kitty is the Atlanta area’s
premier cats-only boarding facility.
That means no dogs allowed.
Camp Kitty is a place where cats
can play or relax in a fun,
stress-free environment.

3032 North Decatur Road
Scottdale, GA 30079
404-789-8284 (phone)
info@campkitty.com
www.campkitty.com
Hours: Mon, Wed-Sat 8am-6pm,
Sun noon-6pm, closed Tues

In addition to boarding,
we offer a selection of
high quality food.
Come in today to pick up
your punch card for our
Healthy Kitty Rewards
Program. Get all the
amounts punched out of
your card and receive a
free bag of treats!

The Intown Choice for Self Storage
n Humidity & temp controlled n Over 90 security cameras
n 24 hour surveillance

n FREE truck rental at move-in!

404.888.9688

www.spacemaxstorage.com/DL
*Restrictions may apply.
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shop avondale

B y T h e r e s a Wo o d g e a r d

Wine Shopping Made Simple!
Little Wine Shop’s staff is ready to help.

W

hether someone has put you in charge of choosing wines for a holiday party, an upcoming special family gathering or your niece’s wedding, the staff at the Little Wine Shop
is ready to help with your selection. The shop, located in the heart of Avondale Estates’
business district, is stocked with more than 300 wine choices to see you through every occasion.

Wine shouldn’t be mysterious or
difficult to learn. We offer tasting notes
and are happy to answer all questions.

As a small, independent, family-owned
business, great care goes into choosing which
wines are stocked, explains Virginia James, the
store’s owner. The selection is easy to navigate
with the wine divided into various sections
including French, Old World, New World and
Varietals. “We spend a lot of time listening to
our customers to determine what wines we
maintain in inventory,” says James. “Although
we taste each wine ourselves, many of the wines
in stock were recommended by our regular customers, especially Wine Club members.”
The monthly Wine Club is just one of the
programs offered by the store. Each month
three new wines are chosen. The selection
is proposed and presented by a sommelier
that chooses wines based on the season and
their availability. Members receive a 20 percent discount on the monthly selection and
additional discounts on all wine purchases.
On the first and third Tuesday of each
month beginning at 7 p.m., formal wine
tastings take place in the cozy, comfortably furnished upstairs loft. The staff offers guests three
wine samples from the current inventory or
wines they are considering bringing in. Seating
is limited to 20, and reservations are required.
The loft can be rented for private parties for
a nominal fee. Select wine is also available for
tasting each Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
“We strive to make our store welcoming and
open,” James affirms. “Wine shouldn’t be mysterious or difficult to learn. We offer tasting
notes and are happy to answer all questions. If
we recommend a wine and you don’t like it, we
will give you a full refund.”
In addition to wines, Little Wine Shop
stocks wine accessories and specialty foods
from local shops – such as meats from Pine
Street Market and seasonal goodies from
Sweet N’ Sinful bakery.
The Little Wine Shop is located at 100 N
Avondale Road in Avondale Estates. Hours are
Tuesday through Friday, noon to 8 p.m. and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. For more information,
call 404.294.3675 or visit LWSAvondale.com.
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For the Holidays

Handmade Jewelry & Fine Art
You Can’t Find at the Mall
Shop Local Decatur
Open Until 9pm “Terrific Thursdays” Dec. 4, 11, 18

Fine Art & Jewelry
335 W. Ponce de Leon Ave, Decatur
Tues-Sat 11am-6pm Tel: 404-371-0099

Holiday 2014
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your Finances

Think of Your Mortgage as an Asset

A

s you reflect upon the year, take a few
moments to consider how your mortgage
plays a role in your finances. Possibly your
largest debt, your mortgage can be leveraged to fit
your needs, depending on your place in life.

By Denise Pajak

Growing family. New expenses such as diapers,
child care, and schools can throw your old budget
a major curve. As you review your family budget,
consider how your home could be put to use.
Could you use the home’s equity in a line of
credit to pay for tuition? Could you refinance to reduce dependence on credit
cards? Is a 30-year-fixed mortgage
really what you need when you’re
going to move in a few years? Did
your home get annexed into a city, thereby
raising its value and allowing you to drop

your PMI? Did that annexation mean your property
taxes are about to rise?
Consider retirement. Looking long-term, do you
prefer to pay off your home, or aggressively beef up your
savings? These two goals are polar opposites. Switching
to a 15-year-fixed mortgage means large principal reductions, but a higher payment. Stashing away big savings
with a refinance may allow you to free up cash to consider
other income producing investments that could provide
for you in retirement. If the future of Social Security is a
concern of yours, this is worth some thought.
Manage your mortgage like it’s your most valuable asset instead of your largest debt, and you may
find it’s a powerful investment tool. You have a
financial planner for your assets. Shouldn’t you have
a mortgage manger too?

Denise Pajak is vice president, Mortgage Banker at Private Bank of Decatur (NMLS #6191 / Company NMLS
#758195 - Member FDIC). For more information, call 678.799.4167 or visit PrivatePlusMortgage.com.
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local shopping

b y T h e r e s a Wo o d g e a r d
Photos by Art of Life Photography

Keeping it Local: Garage Door Studio

T

here is a special pleasure in wearing a handcrafted piece of clothing, giving someone
a necklace that was carefully constructed
with an eye for color and design, or living with a
painting that makes your spirits soar. Yet, finding
those unique pieces often involves a special trip or
attending a seasonal event. Now there is a place
close to home where you can shop for one-of-akind, handmade items created by local artists.
Garage Door Studio in Avondale Estates is a
cooperative artist boutique specializing in locallycrafted artistry and goods and complimented by
an arts center offering classes for kids and adults,
workshops and monthly Girls Art Night Out
events. Garage Door Studio strives to promote

local creative talent in an inviting, thoughtfullymerchandised atmosphere while encouraging
others to find their own inner artist. “We know
who these artists are and understand the passion and care they take in making these original
works of art,” says founding artist, Patty Rollins.
Handmade items include jewelry, clothing and
accessories, paintings, art prints, soy candles,
letterpress cards, all natural hair products, and
much more.
If you have ever felt artistic talent lurking somewhere in your psyche, you might want to sign up
for a studio class or workshop. Maybe you have
a sewing machine stashed in a closet that you
don’t know how to use, or perhaps you just need

Building a
community
of artists and
art lovers is
important to
us, and we
strive to inspire
anyone who
steps into
our space.
a refresher course on how to crochet. Skilled, professional artists lead
classes ranging from drawing, mixed media and encaustic painting, to
candle making, beading and crafting. “Building a community of artists
and art lovers is important to us, and we strive to inspire anyone who
steps into our space,” says Jen Singh, founding artist and president of
the Avondale Arts Alliance.
“The teachers are very welcoming and supportive no matter what
your skill level,” says Brooke Vargas, who has just signed up for her third
Girls Art Night Out. “They are right beside you to show you step by
step if you need help. It’s really fun bouncing ideas off one another and
meeting and hanging out with other women who are into art.”
Register for upcoming classes and find additional information at
GarageDoorStudio.com. Garage Door Studio is located at 119 Center
St. Suite A, Avondale Estates, For more information, call 404.748.9476.
Holiday 2014
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making a difference

by Lorrie Bryan

Keep Christmas Well –
Give!

W

hat does it mean to “keep Christmas well?” For Ebenezer
Scrooge, after his dream-induced epiphany, this meant
being generous and taking care of people in need. If you
are counting your blessings and realizing how much you have to be
thankful for this holiday season, perhaps you’d like to share your good
fortune with someone less fortunate. Although the holidays are upon
us, it’s not too late to help wishes come true and make someone else’s
holiday season merrier. For many years, both the City of Decatur and
the Decatur YMCA have sponsored local
programs that provide an opportunity for
area residents to help out their neighbors
by contributing presents, donation or time.

A Season of Giving
A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur
has entered its 20th year of caring for
neighbors and community members and
making the holiday season brighter for
low-income children and senior citizens in
the City of Decatur. Approximately 650
children and seniors received gifts during
the 2013 holiday season, and although the
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2014 program is well underway, there are still ways to be involved this
holiday season.
Many of the children on the list have already been taken care of
by families and businesses that have a tradition of giving and sign up
early every year. But with added emphasis on helping seniors this year,
the City says that there are still wish lists available to purchase gifts for
our senior adults. Trained volunteers have compiled individual wish
lists for the targeted participants through interviews with the seniors
themselves or with the childrens’ parents.
If you would like to help, you can request
one or more personalized wish lists and
purchase approximately $100 in gifts for
each person. Gifts are due on Saturday,
December 6.
The children’s wish lists include request
for clothing (including warm winter coats),
toys and books. The children’s ages range
from newborn through eighth grade. The
senior citizens have simple wishes. They
usually request clothing, such as sweaters,
robes and sweat suits. The seniors also need
common household items–coffee pots,

And it was always said of him that he knew how to
keep Christmas well, if any man alive possessed the
knowledge. May that truly be said of us, and all of us.
–from Charles Dickens’1843 novel A Christmas Carol

sheets, towels, and even laundry
detergent. For seniors who live in
a house, the Decatur Pay-As-YouThrow trash bags are a popular
wish list request.
You can also help by making a
monetary donation. Send a check
payable to A Season of Giving/
Christmas Decatur to P.O. Box 220,
Decatur, GA 30031. Donations of
any amount are appreciated. There
are also volunteer opportunities
during the first week of December
at the Distribution Center on Saturdays and weekdays, including
weekday evenings.
To receive a wish list, inquire about volunteer opportunities or for additional information,
please email ASeasonofGiving@DecaturGa.com or call 404.378.8068.

Decatur Family YMCA Giving Tree
For the last 15 years, the Decatur Family YMCA Giving Tree program has reached out to the
children in the community that may need help with clothes and gifts during the holiday season. Anyone interested in purchasing gifts for a needy child for the holiday season may stop
by the Decatur Family YMCA and pick a child’s name off of the Giving Tree. Each name tag
includes the child’s age, clothing size and things they enjoy.
Gifts need to be purchased and returned to the Decatur Family YMCA by Friday, December
19th. The gifts should be unwrapped and tagged with the child’s name.
If you have any questions, please contact Janice Mathews at janicem@YMCAAtlanta.org.

Local Nonprofits
that are Making
a Difference
Camp Horizon, Inc.
CampHorizon.net
Global Health Action, Inc.
GlobalHealthAction.org
Camp Sunshine
MyCampSunshine.com
Kids4Peace International
K4P.org
United Methodist Children’s Home
UMChildrensHome.org
Paws Atlanta
PawsAtlanta.org
Fresh Start for Women
FreshStartForWomen.org
Atlanta Olmsted Linear Park
AtlantaOlmstedPark.org
Trees Atlanta
TreesAtlanta.org
Decatur Education Foundation
DecaturEducationFoundation.org
Wylde Center
WyldeCenter.org
For a more complete list of local
nonprofits, visit GreatNonProfits.org.

How You Can Help
A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur needs
help to fulfill the wish lists of local senior adults.
Presents are due December 6th. To receive a wish
list, to inquire about volunteer opportunities, or for
additional information, please email ASeasonofGiving@
DecaturGa.com or call 404.378.8068.
Decatur Family YMCA Giving Tree needs help to
fulfill the wish lists of local children. You can drop by
their facility and pick a name off of the Giving Tree. Gifts
are due December 19th. If you have questions, please
contact Janice Mathews at JaniceM@YMCAAtlanta.org.

Martin Luther King Jr. Service Project needs help
January 17-19. Start the year out with a big give! Make
plans now to volunteer for the 13th annual Martin Luther
King Jr. Service Project held the weekend of January
17-19, 2015. Volunteers work at senior citizens’ homes,
making greatly needed repairs and doing yard work
that elderly homeowners have been unable to afford
or are physically unable to do. The Project helps the
senior homeowners stay in the wonderful community
that they helped create during the decades they have
lived here. To volunteer, please contact Lee Ann Harvey,
678.553.6548 or Leeann.Harvey@DecaturGa.com.
Holiday 2014
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your home

Ask the Expert

by Peter Michelson

Q. How do I survive a kitchen remodel?

A. Kitchens are one of the most popular remodeling projects homeowners undertake. Unfortunately, the kitchen is one of the most indispensable rooms in your home, and surviving
without it during a big project can be a challenge! Having a happy remodel is possible. Here are
four tips for living through your kitchen remodel.

1. Set Up a Temporary Kitchen
Set up a temporary kitchen outside your kitchen. While tempting, eating out constantly during
a remodel can be expensive and tiresome. You may plan on the occasional take-out or restaurant
meal during your remodel, but you’ll still need a spot for food preparation.
Choose a temporary location out of the way of the remodel. Some areas that often work are a
dining room, corner of the basement, garage, or workroom with portable tables, shelves, crates,
and folding chairs. You may be able to use some of your old cabinets to create a temporary
countertop and storage.

2. Get Creative
Revisit your college days! Hot plates, microwaves and mini-fridges are staples of dorm life,
and during your renovation, they can be your best friends again. Portable appliances like slowcookers and toaster-ovens can also come in really handy for easy meal prep and cleanup. If you
can’t move your fridge and freezer to your temporary kitchen area, check Craigslist or local used
appliance stores, or borrow a mini-fridge from a friend if possible.
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3. Don’t Go Overboard
Keep it simple. You might come across that waffle iron and food processor you’ve been meaning
to use more often, but chances are you won’t use
it during the renovation. Stash the fancy stuff out
of the way and keep commonly used staples in
clear storage containers for easy access.

4. Be Prepared
Stock up on disposables like paper plates. Since
your sink and dishwasher will be out of commission for the time being, any dirty dish washing
will take some creativity. Avoid doing dishes
in the bathtub by stocking up on paper plates,
napkins, cups and biodegradable utensils.
Renewal Design-Build is an Atlanta
Business Chronicle Top 5 Residential
Remodeler. Reach them at 404.378.6962
or online at RenewalDesignBuild.com.

Local Eatery

b y L i l a Wo o d g e a r d
Photos by Art of Life Photography

Perfectly Iced Confections,
Sweet Treats and More
Icing Cake Design and Sweets Boutique

I

cing Cake Design and Sweets Boutique is a
happy destination filled with sweet smells
and perfectly iced confections. Nestled in
the Avondale Estates’ Tudor Village, Icing specializes in creative cake designs for weddings,
birthdays and other special events. Recently
they expanded their repertoire, drawing inspiration from cakes and their accents, to create
sweets for an anytime treat.
At this boutique bakery you can order
an artful custom cake decorated with strikingly realistic sugar flowers, a favorite team
mascot, a special place, or a favorite hobby.
Choose from flavors like decadent dark
chocolate (rich but light) with sweetness and
warmth that both kids and adults will love,
or the mandarin orange cake with orange
buttercream topped with fresh oranges. And
the red velvet? “It’s different
and it’s a secret,” says owner
Laura Hass. For adults,
infused cakes like tequila
sunrise or orange chocolate
stout–made with chocolate,
citrus and Irish stout–are
also on the menu. “We
like to do things that have
a little surprise to them,”
Haass says. And if you have
an idea that’s not on Icing’s
menu, they’d be happy to
work with you and develop
it. “We love being creative, and we love our
clients,” notes Haass.
The Sweets Boutique offers cupcakes,
cake pops, whoopee pies, cake truffles and
other sweets. Winter specialties include: the
hot chocolate cupcake with cocoa, cayenne
and marshmallow; s’mores made with handcrafted marshmallows and graham crackers;
and pumpkin or gingerbread whoopee pies.
For those whose favorite part of cake is the
icing, the boutique offers frosting shots
served with a little spoon. Icing also serves

ice cream from Greenwood Creamery, a local staple. Strawberry ripple, lemon custard and
raspberry sorbet are among the rotating flavors.
Haas says they enjoy being immersed in the Avondale community. “We are delighted to relocate
our business to the community we live in and excited to be a part of Avondale’s revitalization.” Icing is
a supporter of local organizations such as the Museum School, donating gift certificates as a reward for
their reading program and other school fundraisIcing Cake Design and Sweets Boutique
ers. Sponsoring community events like the Tour
is located at 110 North Avondale Road
of Homes and organizations like LifeLine Animal
in Avondale Estates. Hours are Tuesday
Clinic is important to Haass. She loves sharing the
through Saturday, 11-7 p.m. For more
joy and fruits of her success. “Icing is a happy kind
information, call 404,536.4790 or visit
of business for celebratory times, and I like to be a
IcingCakeDesign.com.
part of that.” affirms Haass.
Holiday 2014
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calendar of events

Terrific Thursdays
December 4, 11, 18

Extended Hours, Deals & Treats through December 18
It’s time to get gifty! Shop in Decatur on Thursdays in November and
December. Terrific Thursdays are back with special in-store events, discounts, and treats at more than 20 shops, restaurants, and services. Park
once and walk around town. Participating businesses will stay open late,
offering beverages, snacks and special pricing. In December, Santa joins
the fun visiting shops and restaurants within the city limits.

Christmas Tree Lighting
December 4 • 7 p.m.

It’s time for the 6th annual Decatur Christmas Tree! Little Shop of Stories partners with other local businesses to make this holiday tradition a
success. The tree will be up all holiday season, but the lighting is a fun
event for the whole community. East Court Square is blocked off, and
there will be an abundance of holiday cheer with hot chocolate, treats,
carols, snow, and a visit from Santa! Hope to see you there! FREE

Avondale Tour of Homes
December 14 • noon to 8 p.m.

Christmas is an amazing time here in Avondale Estates, and the 22nd
annual Tour of Homes and Holiday Market adds to the wonderful
holiday spirit. The Tour of Homes will feature houses that have been
sensitively restored or renovated to preserve the character of our historic city. Trolleys will be back in town to transport guests to seven
of Avondale Estates’ most interesting homes from 3 to 8 p.m. The
Holiday Market will feature great gifts while the Market Café will
serve delicious soups and hot apple cider. Please visit AvondaleTourofHomes.com for more information. For more information on the
Holiday Market, please email AvondaleHolidayMarket@gmail.com.
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Bonfire on the Square
December 18 • 7-8 p.m.

Mark your calendars and join your friends and neighbors for marshmallow roasting around the popular 10’ x 10’ bonfire on the square.
Free. Sponsored by Decatur Business Association.

Breakfast with Santa
December 20 • 8-10 a.m.

Santa makes his grand entrance, arriving on a City of Decatur fire
truck, and then the fun begins. Enjoy a delicious breakfast buffet and
fill out those wish lists to share with Santa.The event will be held at
Courtyard Marriott Atlanta Downtown Decatur/Emory Conference
Center, 130 Clairemont Ave. Tickets are $12 for adults and $7 for
children under 12. Only 300 tickets are available on a first-come, firstserved basis and will be available for purchase online.

Holly Jolly Activities at
Fernbank Museum of Natural History
December 20 • 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

‘Tis the season for festive family fun. In additional to the holidayinspired exhibition Winter Wonderland, Fernbank will offer a variety
of unique, engaging activities for families to enjoy together. A great
opportunity to make new traditions! All activities are included with
Museum admission and are free for members.
For more information, visit FernbankMuseum.org.

Month of Merry
November 29- December

Decatur Old House Fair
February 8 • 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Callanwolde Arts Festival
January 23 – 25

Party for the Parks on Ponce
February 15 • 6:30-10 p.m.

Celebrate the season and support the increasingly varied and exciting
Avondale Estates businesses by shopping locally during the Month
of Merry. The City of Avondale Estates is home to award-winning
shops and restaurants teeming with gift-worthy goods. The Month
of Merry will kick off November 29 with Small Business Saturday.
Participating businesses will be handing out small goodies, and
ongoing specials will be announced throughout December. Visit
AvondaleEstates.org for more information.

The Callanwolde Arts Festival is a two-day indoor festival. Located
in one of the most distinctive historic properties in Atlanta, this
event promises to become one of the premier partnerships of art
institutions in the area. It is a festival for Artists by Artists, letting
the artist have a voice in the creation and operations of the festival.
This event will feature approximately 86 painters, photographers,
sculptors, metalwork, glass artists, jewelers and more! The Festival will also offer artist demonstrations, live acoustic music,
plus gourmet food trucks with healthy alternatives and music
and dance performances. For tickets and more information, visit
CallanwoldeArtsFestival.com.

Don’t miss out on a day of new ideas and practical advice for rehabilitating, furnishing and maintaining your older home. Learn how to
restore original windows, improve your older home’s energy efficiency,
develop a maintenance plan, research old-house history, earn tax
incentives for certified rehabilitation – and more – through seminars
and hands-on demonstrations. This great event is held at the Courtyard by Marriott Atlanta Decatur Downtown Emory & Conference
Center. For more information, visit DecaturOldHouseFair.com.

OLPA’s 11th Annual Gala Signature fund-raising event to benefit
Atlanta’s historic Olmsted Linear Park will be held at Fernbank’s
Museum of Natural History on Sunday, February 15, 2015.
Don’t miss out on this spectacular evening of music and dancing, live and silent auctions, raffle and buffet dinner. For more
information on sponsorship levels and to purchase tickets, please
visit AtlantaOlmstedPark.org/Gala.
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your money

Heads Up on IRA Transfers

A

Submitted by
L a w r e n c e W.
Wa l l e r I I

2014 U.S. tax court ruling related
to IRA rollovers caught IRA owners and experts by surprise. In the
case of Bobrow v. Commissioner, the court’s
new interpretation of a key rule contradicts
the position that the IRS has taken for the
last 20 years and that was clearly stated in
IRS Publication 590.1 There are two ways
to move money from one IRA to another
without losing the tax-deferred status of the
funds or incurring the 10 percent federal
income tax penalty for early withdrawals: a
direct transfer and a rollover.
A trustee-to-trustee (direct) transfer is
when money is moved directly from one
custodian to another; the funds never
touch the owner’s hands. There is no limit
on the number of direct transfers that can
be made because they are not considered
distributions or rollover contributions.
With a rollover, the IRA owner receives a
distribution and must deposit the funds
in a different IRA within 60 days. When
a 60-day rollover is executed, the taxpayer
cannot conduct another one for 365 days
(with certain exceptions).
The new guidelines are apparently meant
to keep IRA owners from repeatedly using
rollovers to give themselves short-term
loans–taking withdrawals and using the
money as they wish, then returning it to a
different IRA within 60 days. People who
hold assets in bank IRAs backed by certificates of deposit (CDs) may also run into problems, specifically bank customers who cash out
when CDs mature and physically take the check to a different bank to buy new ones. A simple
way to avoid a potentially costly mistake and keep your retirement savings intact is to use a
trustee-to-trustee transfer when moving funds between IRAs. Also keep in mind that the onceper-year rule does not apply to rollovers made from or to an employer-sponsored retirement
plan such as a 401(k), nor does it apply to conversions of traditional IRAs to Roth IRAs.

When a 60-day
rollover is
executed,
the taxpayer
cannot conduct
another one
for 365 days
(with certain
exceptions).

1) Financial Planning, April 10, 2014
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N ATA L I E G R E GORY
Welcome to Your NeW Home

1354 The By Way, DruiD hills

714 easT lake Drive, DecaTur

316 easT lake Drive, DecaTur

Serenely nestled on a park-like lot in the heart
of historic Druid Hills, you’d never guess Emory
University and the CDC are just a short walk
away from this stately brick traditional, gracefully
proportioned with seven bedrooms and fiveand-a-half bathrooms. The spacious home brings
together classic inspiration with the best of new
construction to offer modern amenities that
cater to today’s living with architectural details
reminiscent of a period home. An elegant foyer
welcomes guests to the open yet intimate floor
plan complete with library, eat-in kitchen, formal
dining room, and attached garage. Indulge in
the comfort of a fabulous main level owner’s
suite where a bathroom with jetted tub, separate
shower, and walk-in closet awaits. Special features
like lofty high ceilings, a distinctive family room
fireplace, solid wood doors, charming arches,
and polished heart of pine floors speak to an
excellence in design and craftsmanship that
translates to luxury living.
coming soon!

Located in the heart of Oakhurst on an oversized
lot, this home with a charming front porch has been
completely renovated and expanded to provide five
bedrooms and thee-and-a-half bathrooms. Prepare
to be “wowed” from the wide open floor plan, perfect
for everyday living and entertaining. Wrought with
original 1920s Craftsman details–including high
ceilings and handsome woodwork–this home offers
a perfect melding of historic charm with modern
convenience. Topping the list is the deluxe chef’s
kitchen with 42” stove, high-end appliances, and
custom breakfast banquette. Sweetening the deal
is a roomy owner’s suite on the main level, complete
with a sitting area, spa-like bathroom with rain-head
shower, and a walk-in closet with custom built-ins.
The second story addition provides an additional
large bedroom that makes a perfect guest suite or
flex area. The two-car garage is currently used as a
workshop and also provides ample storage space.
$799,000

This unique new construction offers modern
conveniences and upscale living in the desirable
Oakhurst neighborhood with its hip shops and
hot restaurant scene. Details such as a reclaimed
cedar beams set this home apart from the
others. Gatherings come easily in the gourmetstyled custom kitchen featuring a large island
that opens to the dining room and family room.
The second level provides an owner’s suite with
custom walk-in closet and spa-like bathroom with
soaking tub and separate rain-head shower. The
upstairs also includes two additional bedrooms
as well as the laundry room. A basement offers an
entertainment room and an additional bedroom
and full bathroom. The porte-cochere provides
covered parking but also doubles as an additional
covered patio with access to the private backyard.
$700,000

NATALIE GREGORY, Your Home Marketing Specialist
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404 550 5113 direct • 404 564 5560 office
Natalie@NatalieGregorySOLD.com • NatalieGregorySOLD.com
315 West Ponce de Leon, Suite 100, Decatur, Georgia 30030

120 OaklanD sTreeT, DecaTur

739 argOnne avenue, MiDTOWn

2528 leslie Drive, nOrThlake

This home is built around entertaining inside and
out. Clean lines and flexible living space give this 3
bedroom, 2.5 bathroom home its modern vibe where
industrial chic meets classic contemporary with stained
concrete floors, airy vaulted ceilings, and barn style
open-truss beams being just a few of the architectural
conversation pieces. Light streams in through a wall of
windows and French doors in the welcoming kitchen,
with hand-finished birch cabinets and a modernday keeping room. Revel in the luxury of a European
master bath with beautiful statuary white marble
and a rain shower system. Design meets function in
the home’s innovative details - don’t miss the hidden
organized storage closets and rooms awaiting behind
doors that could easily pass as works of art. A sunny
garden patio is perfect for morning coffee, or enjoy a
crisp fall evening by the firepit in a private backyard
framed by mature trees. Storage solutions continue
outside with a two car garage and separate workshop.
$675,000

An iconic white picket fence sets the stage for
coveted Midtown living in this Craftsman 3 bedroom,
3 bathroom brick American Foursquare, just down
the street from Piedmont Park. Renovated to make
the most of modern luxury while retaining its
original architectural character, find state-of-theart appliances and stylish design features amid its
spacious rooms, beautiful crown molding, polished
hardwood floors, four working fireplaces, and 10’
high ceilings. The fully renovated kitchen now hosts
a modern entertainer’s dream with GE monogram
refrigerator, wine refrigerator, 6 burner range, double
ovens, and walk-in pantry. Don’t miss the renovated
master suite with huge walk-in closet and deluxe
master bath. New Pella windows throughout make
this home energy efficient. Off-street parking with a
private driveway, one car garage, and a parking pad
make coming home a breeze.
$659,000

This spacious five bedroom, four bathroom allbrick home is located conveniently across from
the Leslie Beach Swim and Tennis Club. The main
level offers a formal living room, formal dining
room, guest bedroom, full bathroom and twostory great room with a fireplace flanked by
built-in cabinets. The two-car garage with ample
room for storage is conveniently located off of
the oversized, open kitchen that features plenty
of cabinets and a sunny breakfast area. The
entry foyer leads to four bedrooms and three
bathrooms upstairs, including the generously
sized owner’s suite complete with sitting room
and fireplace. A nice patio off of the great room
provides views of the beautiful backyard.
$565,000 UnDER conTRAcT

Scan our QR Code with your smartphone for
more details about these and other properties.

131 harOlD ByrD Drive, DecaTur

132 nOrTh canDler sTreeT, DecaTur

Convenience meets charm in this sunny three
bedroom, two bathroom Decatur bungalow,
just around the corner from newly re-opened
Westchester Elementary, Hidden Cove Park, and
the YMCA. Handsome original stained millwork
and polished hardwoods hallmark the formal
dining room and living room, where a screened in
porch awaits outside the French door. A spacious
kitchen delights with timeless original cabinets
and a patterned vinyl floor sure to incite a burst
of creative energy. Don’t miss the over-sized loft
bedroom upstairs with hardwood floors, a cozy
nook, and light streaming in from well-placed
windows. Find a two car carriage house in back
with an unfinished bonus room ready to be
transformed to an office or in-law suite.
$409,000 UnDER conTRAcT

Downtown Decatur is part of the package for
this end unit two bedroom, two-and-a-half
bathroom brick townhome. This home has been
meticulously maintained and updated. For starters,
the renovated eat-in kitchen with its granite
countertops and stainless steel appliances now
opens to the family room, where a cozy fireplace
warms up cold nights and wall-to-wall built-ins
showcase your favorite artwork and treasures. Not
to be outdone, the master bedroom and bathroom
is a retreat of its own, modernized to host a double
vanity, separately tiled shower, and a corner
whirlpool – the perfect answer for one of “those”
days. An additional bedroom upstairs also includes
a private bathroom. A tree-filled courtyard and
oversized deck with city views deliver a taste of
nature without the hassle of upkeep, while loads
of natural light streams in through abundant
windows and French doors. The downstairs
basement level is no exception with its sunny
daylight bonus room and 2 car garage.
$400,000

201 WesT POnce De leOn avenue
#42, DecaTur
This immaculate condominium, located in the
historic Decatur Square, is just a short drive to
Emory, Grady, the VA hospital, CDC and downtown/
midtown Atlanta. Walk to restaurants, pubs, cafes,
the grocery store, and more. Making the most of
its space, the modern floor plan includes a master
bedroom with a walk-in closet and a master
bathroom with a garden tub and a separate tiled
shower. Stainless appliances and granite countertops shape a well-designed kitchen. Don’t miss
the special features that blend stylish design
with the convenience of today’s living–hardwood
floors, over-sized windows, upgraded electric/
media wiring and one assigned parking place.
Property amenities include a rooftop pool, club
room, fitness room and daytime concierge.
$289,000
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